
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ Jesus,
  To the ministers of the Northwest District Sheila and I are so grateful for the gifts you bestowed 
upon us at our Christmas party.  Your generosity has touched our hearts and strengthened our 
commitment to respond fully to the Christ of Christmas present in the needs of others.  Thank you.  
Now, allow me to share some thoughts I have about the Season of Advent/Christmas. 
   Could it be that in the vast completeness and perfection of our God that there was a little tear with 
our name on it?  In the infinite place where there is no night, or sea, or sorrow, or pain, or death, or 
any terror, could it be that as the eyes of God focused upon us they began to tear?  

   When and how are too lofty and wonderful for us to consider, but that tear took the form of a child born of Mary.  God 
who only had imagined being human, now felt the cold of a Bethlehem night, saw the mixture of love and fear in Mary's 
eyes, and experienced the helplessness of human infancy, as Jesus entered the human race.  All creation held its breath 
as God breathed hope into the dark Judean night.
   This story shall the people teach their children; and Christmas shall never go by, from this day to the ending of 
the world, but that what God did on that night long ago shall be celebrated.  For you today that kneed with me 
shall be my brothers and sisters.  And people who hold Him cheaply shall one day think themselves deprived they 
were not here; and stand in awe while any speaks who turned aside to worship Him on Christmas Day.   
  Let the living water of this day sink deeply into our sin-parched souls.  Because He is like us, He can save us.  
Because He is like God, He will save us.  It is enough in this moment to revel in His earthly presence. 
  See the tear on His face?  Rejoice!  The only thing that cost God anything cost Him everything.  We are twice His: 
He made us and now He has bought us.  God's tears express His gratitude at being able.  We are no longer our own.  
Lost in wonder and praise together,    
Buddy
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Northwest District Office
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1022 B - Second Avenue 
Columbus, Georgia 31901 

Phone 706-561-4541
Edwin M.(Buddy) Cooper, Jr.

District Superintendent
R. Lawson Bryan, Bishop

    Winter Conference - January 29 - February 1, 2017 
Held in the Strickland Auditorium, evening worship services, 7:00-9:00 p.m. are free and open to the 
public. Winter Conference sessions are scheduled throughout the day. Meals will be served cafeteria style. 

Preaching:      Bishop Lawson Bryan (SGA Episcopal Area, UMC) 
  Bishop Sue Haupert-Johnson (NGA Episcopal Area, UMC) 
           Rev. Kenny Grant (Calvary Baptist Temple-Savannah) 
           Rev. David Yarborough (St. Simons Community Church) 

                 Rev. Jay Hanson and Ms. Anne Bosarge (The Chapel UMC-Brunswick) 
Bible Study Teacher: Rev. Dr. J. D. Walt of Seedbed.com
Panel Discussion on Congregational Vitality: Bishop Bryan, Bishop Haupert-Johnson, Rev. Phil 
Schroeder, Rev. Dr. J.D.Walt and Rev. Hanson. 
Seminar on Church Development: Rev. Chuck Salter (MissionInsite) and Rev. Hanson. 
Bringing years of experienced conference leaders and teachers will focus on ministry, provide 
encouragement, and show you how to sharpen your skills for Christian service. For complete information 
and registration, visit www.epworthbythesea.org 

Bishop Lawson Bryan

Bishop Sue
Haupert-Johnson

Rev. Kenny Grant Rev.David Yarbrough Rev. Jay Hanson Ms.Anne Bosarge Rev.Phil Schroeder Rev. Dr. J.D. Walt Rev. Chuck Salter



Cares and Concerns 
Congratulations to Hazel and Bruce Vaughn on the birth of a granddaughter, Zara Vaughn Zand, on Saturday November 
11, 2016. Zara weighed 6 lbs, 8 oz. and was 20” in length.  Proud parents are Anna and Kayvon Zand of Manhattan, New 
York. 
 Thank you for the prayers while I, Eric Mathews (Exec. Assistant to the Bishop,) was in the hospital.  I should go home 
today and while surgery is not immediately needed, it will probably be required in the future to prevent a reoccurrence. 
Bishop and Mrs. Bryan would also like to thank those that have prayed and continue to pray for Sherrill’s healing 
following her fall in late October.  She is doing more each day and healing well and has been able to once again join 
Bishop Bryan as he travels the conference. 

Northwest District Ministers, 
Thank you so very much for the thoughtful Christmas gift you gave me.  Your generosity is 
surpassed only by our friendship throughout the year. 

I look forward to working with you during 2017.  The Northwest District is the best ever! 
      Merry Christmas and Happy New Year, 

       Gail 

Church Leader Training Opportunities 
There are leadership training resources available to help new leaders become acquainted with their roles: “Guidelines” 
that has a booklet for each church position can be purchased as one set or individually.  
SGC Leadership Training Archived Webinars. Visit to find archived webinars around the following topics presented by 
leaders in the South Georgia Conference: Local Church Treasurer 101-Derek McAleer; Lay Leader-Lois Duncan; PPRC/
SPRC- Tommy Martin; Trustees-Warren Plowden; Finance-Jimmy Cason  
Job Descriptions: Discipleship Ministries also has local church officer job descriptions and other resources 
available for many UMC positions.  
Free Downloadable Book: “Solve the Puzzle Of Copyrights” Download CCS’s “Solve the Puzzle of Copyrights: 6 
Steps to Learning How to Do Music Right” free so you can learn at your own pace and identify where you are at greatest 
risk for possible infringements. http://www.thecopyrightcoach.com/ccsebook. 
Live Broadcast Your Worship Service Online - FREE People don’t have to miss church due to illness or bad weather. 
With Google Hangouts video streaming is easy and your church probably already has what it takes to do it. http://
www.umcom.org/learn/live-broadcast-your-worship-service-online-free  
New Safe Sanctuaries Video -A new Safe Sanctuaries training video, produced by the Office of Connectional Ministries 
is available. This video explores the basics of Safe Sanctuaries and is presented by Allison Lindsey, Associate Director of 
Connectional Ministries. https:// vimeo.com/158648828. A handout of the PowerPoint with sections for notes can be 
downloaded.  
Amplified Videos -Narrative videos from our Conference agencies are now available for use in your local church to help 
connect congregations to this vital work across South Georgia:  Higher Education and Campus Ministry; Magnolia Manor;         
Methodist Home; Open Door Community House; Vashti; Wesley Community Centers; and Wesley Glen. 
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2017 Annual Conference Session 
June 4 - June 7, 2017 

Jekyll Island Convention Center 
Jekyll Island, Georgia 

God has placed upon Bishop Bryan’s heart and mind a scriptural touchstone for leading us as an annual conference over the 
next four years.  That touchstone is Paul’s letter to the Ephesians, especially the part in the second chapter where Paul 
describes how God has “Made us alive together in Christ.” 
Throughout our annual conference, Bishop Bryan will be challenging us to identify and celebrate all the ways we are being 
made alive together in Christ so that we will long even more for these experiences in our life together as an annual conference 
and in our local churches. 
Our new location and venue will provide ample opportunities to be “alive together.” One benefit of our new venue for 
families is its location at the beach and its close proximity to our conference’s Camp Connect summer camp leadership.   
Hotel room blocks are now open and available to be booked. Additional information and changes related to the annual 
conference session will be posted on the conference website, www.sgaumc.org/annualconference. 
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UMMen Annual Retreat 
April 21-22, 2017 

Epworth By The Sea 
Rev. Craig Rikard, Speaker 

Men’s Golf Tournament on Friday April 21st at Sanctuary Cove Golf 
and Country Club in Waverly. 

2050 Sanctuary Wynd Waverly, Ga. 31565 
Phone 912-466-0080 website www.SanctuaryCoveGolf.com 

Format: Practice begins at 11:00AM and Tee times are slotted to begin at 12:00 noon on Friday April 21st, 2017. Note this 
is the same course we played last year just off I-95 Exit #26. 
Entry Fee: $50.00 made out to South Georgia United Methodist Men. Mail to Don Goodroe-Treasurer, P O Box 70303 
Albany, Ga. 31708 
2-man scramble with both players’ handicaps added together and divided by 4 to get deduction from gross score for a low 
net winner. Ex: a 10HC + a 20HC =30/4 =7.5 points deducted. Two players count best ball and total then deduct points for 
low net.  
USGA rules apply except club limit waived. Play YELLOW TEES 5660 yds. You may place ball in fairway one club 
length but no closer to hole and may not move ball out of a hazard such as sand or water to improve lie.     
1st place team prize  
2nd place team prize  
3rd place team prize  
Closest to pin prize on hole #8 160 yds $ 50 you must be on green to qualify Closest to pin prize on hole #13 151 yds $  
50 you must be on green to qualify 
$125.00 for team total, $ 62.50 each $ 75.00 for team total, $ 37.50 each $ 50.00 for team total, $ 25.00 each 
Directions to course available on website or as follows:  
Take I-95 South from Hwy 82 about 2 1⁄2 miles to exit #26 then turn left (East) and go about 1⁄2 mile to entrance on left at 
Sanctuary Cove. Follow around to right on Sanctuary Wynd to course.  
Hole Sponsors are available for $100 each for sign with name, address and phone to advertise.  
Mail checks in advance to Don Goodroe - Treasure P O Box 70303 Albany, Ga. 31708 or if you are getting there late you 
may pay Larry at the course that morning before starting. See registration form to submit handicaps along with name and 
partner.  
All proceeds from this tournament will go toward United Methodist Men’s Ministries such as 24 hours Prayer Line, Boys/
Girls Scouts, Missions and Ministries.  
Questions: please call Larry Price at 229-883-3302 or cell 229-317-3900 email price2406@bellsouth.net thanks for your 
participation. Registration form available on conference website, click on UMM.  
We need players and hole sponsors. If we got each of the six districts to sell 10 hole sponsors each that would give us 
$6,000 for ministry money and Missions. Please call a friend to come play with you and have your group sponsor a hole to 
support our missions. 

❧

12th National Gathering of United Methodist Men July 7-9 2017  
Indianapolis, Indiana 

Sexual Ethics in Ministry For Clergy 2016-2017 Schedule  

•February 4, 2017, 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. - Saturday Camilla UMC, Camilla, GA*  
•February 23, 2017, 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. - Thursday Epworth By The Sea, Nalls Building, St. Simons Island, 

GA. •April 25, 2017, 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. - Tuesday Vineville United Methodist Church, Macon, GA 

*recently added Saturday workshop 
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GA-PAUMCS 
The Georgia Chapter (GAC) of United Methodist Church Secretaries is related to the Professional Association of United 
Methodist Church Secretaries--PAUMCS.  
The Purpose of PAUMCS is to establish a method for training and certifying United Methodist Church secretaries. 
opportunities for professional development, continuing education, and spiritual enrichment as we promote individual growth.  
To find out more about GA-PAUMCS contact the Chapter President, Jackie Powers, jpowers@gfumc.com. If you want to find 
out how to join the Chapter, contact the Membership Chairperson, Kathy Cawthon, kcawthon@fumcgreensboro.org. It is the 
desire of the organization to provide a supportive base for the unity and fellowship of its members, to provide ideas on how to 
share the good news of GA- PAUMCS, please contact, Lesley Baskette, lesley@umcommission.org.  

Children’s Camp at Dooly Campground  
Planning for Children’s Camp at Dooly Campground next summer is already underway Kathy Minor, Director 
of Children’s Ministries at Cordele First UMC, directing it and looking for others to join a planning team. 
Summer Camp can be such an important part of a child’s faith journey. If you have a heart for children,s lover 
Jesus, or simply have a talent for any part of camp, you are welcome. Contact Kathy at 

Kathy@cordelefirst.com or 229-2734-4586. 

OPEN DOOR  
Open Door Classic 5K Run and Walk will be March 4, 2017. In the same location as last year-beautiful 
Woodruff Park in Uptown Columbus. We welcome and thank TSYS as our very first Ironman sponsor!  

CATIES’S CALL TO ACTION  

Our cupboard is bare! Can you please help? We are gratefully accepting canned goods/nonperishable items 
and especially need: Tuna, caned meats, peanut butter, spaghetti/spaghetti sauce, juice, soups, green beans, corn, peas, 1 lb. 
bags of rice  

HOMELESS MINISTRIES:  

Our Homeless Ministries are in need of the following: Q-tips, spray deodorant, socks, men’s underwear (briefs), white t-shirts, 
disposable razors, foot powder, insect repellent. 

    Epworth By The Sea Events 
Cord of Three Christian Women’s Quilting Retreat 

And if one can overpower him who is alone, two can resist him. A cord of three strands is not 
quickly torn apart. Ecclesiastes 4:12 This retreat will focus on faith foundation supports. Presented 

by Mavis Rosbach, Quiltbird Studio January 27-29, 2017,  Epworth By The Sea.  
Contact Mavis for complete details: mavis@quiltbirdstudio.com or register online:www.epworthbythesea.org  

❧

Saint Simons Island Storytelling Festival 
February 18-20, 2017 

Storytellers: Donald Davis, “The Dean of Storytelling” Lyn Ford, “Teller of Home-Fried Tales” 
Andy Offutt Irwin, “The Man is an Outer-Kid” 

Bill Lepp, “Champion Liar of Tall Tales and Witty Stories” 
Be prepared to laugh, shed a few tears and enjoy their stories. 

    *FVSU Wesley Foundation is looking for a Advent candle stand. If any church has one that we 
could have please contact Rev. Chris Carter via email fvsuwesley@yahoo.com or 478.244.2560. 
Thank you! 
*VAN DRIVER NEEDED-ML Harris UMC in Columbus is in need of a van driver Sundays only. Must 
have a valid CDL. Please call 706-442-8854 for more information. 



���  
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SOUTH GEORGIA ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
  

2016-2017 APPOINTMENT MAKING SCHEDULE  

District Superintendents will continue consultations with Pastors and Pastor/Staff Relations Committees following these 
meetings, as needed.  

5. Orientation for Moving Pastors  

Bishop Bryan and the Appointive Cabinet will host an orientation session for full-time moving clergy.  Superintendents will 
release the date, location, and time for this event as information is figured up. 

6.  2017 Annual Conference Materials 

At the 2015 Annual Conference Session members voted that only those clergy and lay members to Annual Conference 
who choose to opt-in to receive conference AC materials will receive paper material.  Therefore, all AC materials will be 
placed on the conference and district websites to download and print or save to an electronic device.  The Book of 
Recommendations will also be available to order at a minimal cost through lulu.com. 

All clergy for whom we have an email address will receive a notification when Annual Conference materials are available.  
If an email address was entered during Charge Conference season for the lay member to Annual Conference from your 
church that person will receive an email as well.  However clergy are requested to check with the church’s lay member to 
Annual Conference to make sure they receive all of the Annual Conference materials.  Information will also be included in 
the district newsletter and conference communications. 

Please make note of these procedures for Annual Conference materials.  The process remains the same as last year, if 
print out the materials, downloading then to an electronic device or ordering from lulu-com presents a hardship please let 
your District Office know by April 3, 2017. 

7. Annual Conference Session 

The South Georgia Conference will meet June 4-7, 2017, at the Jekyll Island Convention Center, during which Bishop 
Bryan will fix these appointments for 2017-2018. 

8. Moving Day will be Wednesday, June 14. 

In an effort to encourage clergy to take a Sabbath break, the Bishop and Appointive Cabinet invite all clergy (especially 
those who are projected to move to a new appointment) to do the following:  

June 4, 2017 - Preach in Local Churches as Scheduled (For Clergy on the Move List - This is your final preaching 
Sunday in your current appointment). 

June 11, 2017 - Bishop and Appointive Cabinet declare this Sunday, “Pulpit Supply Sunday.” Clergy are encouraged to 
coordinate with SPRC Committees to have retired clergy or lay supply fill the pulpit to preach this week. All clergy are 
invited to participate in this Sabbath break but clergy on the projected move list are strongly encouraged to do so. 

Revised 11/7/2016/kdw/ocm
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