
 

   

SEASONS

So much of life is seasonal. This seems to be especially apparent to 
me at this time of year. Even though August is still part of the “dog 
days” of summer, we occasionally feel a hint of fall and the days 
begin to be slightly shorter. A new school year marks a change of 
seasons for many families. And in the sports world, the baseball 
season begins to wind down as football season heats up. Atlanta 
Braves fans are excited about their team actually competing for a 
championship this season!

Amy and I experienced another change of seasons in our family 
recently, when our younger son, Justin, was married to Brittany. It 

was a beautiful ceremony with much celebration. We are so thankful and blessed! But even in 
our great joy I am reminded that a season has changed in our son’s life and in ours. Even 
though we have looked forward to this day for some time, I am still amazed at how quickly it 
arrived.

Seasons of rapid change can be unsettling. When life moves too quickly, we can become 
anxious. At other times, we may feel frustrated by the things in life that never seem to change. 
Either way, God is with us in every season of our lives, and promises to be our dwelling place 
through all generations. God is with us to celebrate the seasons when all is right with the 
world. And God is there to walk with us in times of transition, difficulty and loss. The seasons 
may change, but God is with us and God is for us - in all seasons.

God sent his own son, Jesus, to live among us, for a season. Jesus gave his life to remove our 
sins and rose from the grave to give us a life forever and beyond all seasons. That is the good 
news we have received and the hope that people are longing for. And as Paul told Timothy, we 
must be ready to share that good news with others, both in season and out of season.

Alive with you in witness,

Steve
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Pathways
When:  Saturday, August 24, 2019

Where: Trinity UMC, Warner Robins, GA

Equip yourself for effective ministry at Pathways

•For questions, contact Allison Lindsey at allison@sgaumc.com. 

•For information, list of workshops & registration, visit www.sgaumc.org/pathways.

Churches looking for new ideas, networking opportunities and practical, quality training for their pastors, 
parishioners, staff and leaders need look no further than this year’s Pathways leadership training event.

Scheduled for Saturday, August 24, 2019, at Trinity United Methodist Church in Warner Robins, the 
training event will offer participants more than 30 workshops to choose from, each designed to help 
congregations become healthier and to fulfill the mission of making disciples of Jesus Christ. The event 
will begin with a time of worship and gathering time around creativity in ministry. 

The training, which starts at 10:00 a.m. (registration begins at 9:30 am) and lasts until 3:45 p.m., 
features workshops on a variety of subjects, from children and youth-focused workshops to spiritual 
discipline workshops to those focused on missions and outreach. The design team urges local church 
leaders to carpool to the event to minimize travel costs and to maximize the benefits of the day by 
continuing the learning conversation during the return trip.

The conference costs $25 per person. A boxed lunch from Chick-fil-A is included in the registration fee. 
Safe Sanctuaries compliant childcare is available for newborn to fifth-grade children at a cost of $10 per 
child which covers the cost of their lunch. Pre-registration is required for childcare. .5 CEU credits are 
available for this event.
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Bishop Bryan: Listen, Pray, Speak the Gospel Truth 
about Violence
8/3/2019

The mass shootings this past week in El Paso, Texas, Dayton, Ohio and 
Gilroy, California have once again brought us face to face with the horrible violence 
of which human beings are capable. We are plunged into shock and collective grief.

And we wonder. Who did this? What were the motives? Why these places in 
these particular cities?  What about the mental health of the shooters? These and a 
host of other questions can only be answered after thorough investigations have 
occurred.
In the meantime, we listen. We listen to the law enforcement reports, to the hospital updates, and to 
those who were around when the shootings occurred. This listening leads us to pray without ceasing for 
those we are seeing and hearing.

And when we wonder what to say, I call us also to speak up using the important words found in 
our “Social Principles,” paragraph 162 in The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church: 
We deplore acts of hate or violence against groups or persons based on race, color, national origin, 
ethnicity, age, gender, disability, status, economic condition, sexual orientation, gender identity, or 
religious affiliation.

The New Testament lesson for Sunday, August 4, also gives us the direction we need in order to 
be living witnesses for Christ in a culture that glorifies violence and denigrates the sanctity of human 
life. Listen to the words of the Apostle Paul from Colossians 3:

“So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of 
God. 2 Set your minds on things that are above… for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.   
5 Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly: … evil desire…. 6 On account of these the wrath of God is 
coming on those who are disobedient. 7 These are the ways you also once followed, when you were living that 
life. 8 But now you must get rid of all such things—anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive language from your 
mouth.” 

Let us listen. Let us pray. But, brothers and sisters, let us be certain to speak the Gospel truth 
about violence in our world, in others, and in our own lives.  

Let us be Alive Together in Witness.

R. Lawson Bryan

2019 CLUSTER CHARGE CONFERENCE SCHEDULE:
 Cluster 1 > September 15, 2:00 p.m., St. Mark UMC, Columbus
 Cluster 2 > September 15, 5:00 p.m., Byron UMC
 Cluster 3 > September 29, 2:00 p.m., Butler UMC
 Cluster 4 > September 29, 5:00 p.m., Vienna UMC
 Cluster 5 > October 13, 2:00 p.m., Americus 1st UMC
 Cluster 6 > October 13, 5:00 p.m., Cuthbert UMC
 Cluster 7 > October 20, 2:00 p.m. Upatoi UMC
 Cluster 8 > October 20, 5:00 p.m. St. Luke UMC, Columbus

Church Dashboard Assistance
Some of you may need help with your church dashboard if you are handling Discipleship Reporting, and some of 
the Charge Conference forms. You can ind a manual on: http://www.sgaumc.org/files/files_library/
churchdashboardmanual.pdf Also, here is a link for a webinar/video from Connectional Ministries that explains 
your Church Dashboard step by step: http://www.screencast.com/t/aClMw5bsxd 
Compensation Form available August 1. 



                                                     

The Art of ❤ Marriage 
getting to the heart of God’s design 
September 13-15, 2019 

Epworth By The Sea 
Guest Speakers:  Jose and Michlle Alvarez 

$595 per couple 
Registration Online at www.epworththesea.org/events 

       

South Georgia Eagles  2019 Event Fall Retreat 
Epworth By The  Sea 
October 21-23, 2019                    

No registration Fee    •Bring an Auction Item                 
                      For reservations 912-638-8668 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________   

Coming Events 
       August 18 - Golden Cross Sunday 
       August 24 - Pathways 
September 13 - The Art of Marriage Live at EBTS. 
September 15 - Methodist Children’s Home Work Day Offering 
September 20 - KidQuest Children’s Retreat 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Our Connection Matters
Each month Our Connection Matters offered a toolkit which includes a wealth of resources focusing on a different 
theme to resource your local church in nurture, outreach, witness and advocacy ministries. 
If you would like more information, contact Allison Lindsey at allison@sgaumc.com  It’s through our connection that 
we can learn best practices and help each other bear fruit for discipleship and kingdom building! 
Subscribe to receive future issues. 

District Celebrations and Concerns
Congratulations to Bishop and Mrs. Bryan on the birth of their granddaughter, Caroline Cooper Bryan “Cece” on 
July 26, 2019.  At birth Ceci weighed 9 lbs. 4 ozs.  Her big brother is John Philip. 
Congratulations to Justin and Brittany Patton on their marriage on July 27, 2019, in Monroe, Georgia.  Justin is the 
son of Steve and Amy Patton and his bride is the former Brittany Futch of Athens, Georgia.  Steve officiated at the 
marriage ceremony, Jordan Patton, brother of the groom, was best man; Hannah Patton, sister of the groom, was a 
bridesmaid; and Emerson Patton, niece of the groom, was the flower girl. 



Upcoming Events at Lake Junaluska
Personal Spiritual Retreats:  Year-Round 
Come walk the grounds, meditate in the gardens and grow your 
relationship with God.  Participant receive a booklet with devotions, 
prayers and more to help focus the retreat.  Pricing starts from just 
$978/person per night.  It’s the perfect way to relax and renew! 

•Marriage Enrichment Retreats at Lake Junaluska
Pastoral participants earn 1.5 CEUs for participation in this program. This retreat is perfect for pastors who 
regularly do marriage counseling, or anyone who wants to strengthen the bond in their marriage. 
Cost:  
-          Marriage Enrichment Program for two people: $350  
-          Two nights lodging for two people and five meals (Monday breakfast through Tuesday lunch) for two 
people (required): $319 
Dates:     
-           August 18-20, 2019 
-           September 29 - October 1, 2019 
Learn more at www.lakejunaluska.com/marriage or call 800-222-4930. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Andrew College leads effort to revitalize downtown Cuthbert 
7/22/2019 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

What’s true of many small, rural communities is also true of Cuthbert, a Southwest Georgia town of about 3,800 
people. 
“There were more things to do here 50 years ago than there are now,” said Mary Jane Salter, a 1968 Andrew 
College graduate and longtime Randolph County resident. 
But times are changing in Cuthbert, for the better, thanks in large part to Andrew College’s efforts in the 
downtown area. 
The school, a private, liberal arts college related to The United Methodist Church, has made significant strides 
recently to lead revitalization efforts in downtown Cuthbert, increase college enrollment, and attract more tourists. 
“Rural communities are trying to build themselves back,” said Salter, who serves as special assistant to the 
president for development at Andrew College. “They’ll never be major metropolitan areas, but they can be better 
than they are. The college has been an integral part of trying to turn the lights back on downtown.” 
Andrew College’s efforts include renovating six buildings and making the downtown area, which is about two 
blocks from the college, a center for arts in the community. 
The college has turned one building, located just off the downtown square, into its ceramics studio. Another 
building has become the production site for the college’s theater department. The music department will move 
downtown as soon as the renovations are done on its building. 
While the new-to-them buildings and renovations are exciting for Andrew College, they’re also good for 
Cuthbert. The college hopes that, by helping create activities and driving traffic downtown, others will want to do 
the same. 
“This has people excited about coming back downtown again,” Salter said. “It has opened another world for our 
community, and the best thing is that it’s opened up hope that we can become better. The more people we can get 
downtown, the more we think the square will come back to life, and if it comes back to life, it will bring other 
things back to life.” 
The art shows, receptions, dinner theaters, and more have brought vitality to once abandoned and vacant 
buildings, says Patricia Goodman, retired executive director of the Randolph County Chamber of Commerce. 
“They’re bringing the arts to downtown Cuthbert,” she said. “It’s been really a good thing to see growth and to 
see some activity come back to life on the square.” 
The community has rallied behind Andrew College’s efforts, as have local churches, including Cuthbert United 
Methodist Church. 
“When the Methodist church decided to put this college where they put it in 1854 they obviously knew what they 
were doing,” Salter said. “There have been times when things have looked bleak, but the doors have never closed. 
I know God has a place for us in doing this. I believe that, because we are a beacon of light.”   

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 



The Shepherd’s Fund is updating how they will receive and process applications. They are getting enough 
applications that processing the paper ones is a bit of a task, so they are trying to digitize it. 
They prefer everyone to use the new online application system, as it will make the entire process quicker and 
easier for everyone.  The paper application is still available but they prefer everyone use the online process.
The link for the website is www.theshepherdsfund.org.  Please check out the website, it includes the 
Shepherds Fund video, what the fund is about, the process, online application link, paper application link, 
testimonials and a FAQ section.
The old link for the online application will be redirected to the new website.
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