
 
  

From Your Superintendent . . . 

 “So, what do you think about the Protocol?” That has been a frequent question 
among Methodists in South Georgia and around the country ever since the January 3rd 
announcement of the Protocol of Reconciliation & Grace Through Separation. The 
“Protocol,” is a nine-page document produced by a 16-member group of bishops and 
other leaders outlining a negotiated settlement for an amicable separation between 
those with conflicting views on human sexuality within the United Methodist Church. 
Progressives want the church to remove statements in the Book of Discipline and 
policies that prohibit same-sex marriage and the ordination of practicing homosexuals. 

Traditionalists want the church to continue to affirm the historic and biblical teachings 
on human sexuality. And others find themselves somewhere in the middle. 

The headlines in the major media outlets announced that the split had already taken place. Of course, this was 
premature. The protocol is not law, and nothing will happen until General Conference, our denomination’s chief 
legislative body, meets in Minneapolis in May. The real news is that the Protocol may represent the best 
opportunity we have ever had to end the decades-long impasse over interpretations related to human sexuality 
and the authority of scripture. The 16-member group, convened by Bishop John Yambasu of Sierra Leone, 
represented a broad spectrum of theological perspectives and positions on the pertinent issues. Progressives, 
traditionalists and centrists were working together in good faith for a settlement that might finally allow us to 
move beyond the pain and acrimony of past General Conferences, to a resolution that allows us to peacefully 
separate and renew our focus on the ministry of making disciples. 

Legislation based on the Protocol will be available to view soon and will then be presented at the 2020 General 
Conference in Minnesota. Bishop Bryan and the leaders of our conference will be working on scenario planning in 
the weeks and months to come, and we will share more information about this as it becomes available.  Your best 
source for accurate information will continue to be the South Georgia website at  https://www.sgaumc.org/
generalconference2020. 

Change is coming. This can be unsettling for many of us and no one wants to “lose our beloved church.” But here 
are a couple of facts to help us keep our feet steady and our faith strong: 

1. The United Methodist Church is a relatively recent expression of the Movement that began with John and 
Charles Wesley. The UMC has been in South Georgia since 1968. The people called Methodists have been 
here since February 6, 1736, when John Wesley landed by ship in Savannah. By the power of the Holy 
Spirit, the Movement will continue! 

2. Bishop Bryan, our delegates to General Conference and our leadership within South Georgia are 
committed to act together as an Annual Conference to discern and pursue the future that best aligns with 
who we are in South Georgia.  

3. No matter what happens at General Conference in May, Jesus Christ will still be the head of His church 
and the Methodist movement will still have a major contribution to make in the Kingdom of God! 

 So, let not your hearts be troubled! We have as much cause to be excited, as we have to be afraid. To be 
sure, the days and weeks ahead will be filled with many challenges and not a little uncertainty. But I want to do my 
best to choose faith over fear; to have a positive outlook and a confidence about the future. Even though we do not 
all agree on this important issue, we can pledge ourselves to walk together with grace and love for each other. We 
know that Jesus wants us to be a living, holy, faithful, loving and serving church. We know that the world needs 
the Good News like never before. And each day, I want to make myself available to be used by God in whatever 
way He wants, and to whatever ends He desires. Will you join me in this? 
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______________________________________________ 

Magnolia Manor Second Annual Wilder Walk and BBQ 
Just a reminder that our Second Annual Wilder Walk and BBQ is this 
Saturday, February 8, 2020. The walk will begin at 11:00 am followed by 
a BBQ provided by 2 Dukes at 11:30 am. Grab your plate to go, or enjoy 

visiting with friends, family, and our residents on the campus. We will have 
tables set up for your dining pleasure! We will also have music provided by Thurston Clary from our 
local radio station, WISK. This event will be located at 2001 South Lee Street, Americus, GA 
31709 behind the Wellness Center.  
 It is not too late to make a donation toward the League of the Good Samaritan. All money raised 
from this event will allow us to lend a helping hand to our residents who have outlived their resources. 
To make a donation, please click on the following link: https://give.classy.org/bbqwilderwalk 
 We look forward to seeing you Saturday!! 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

District Cares and Concerns
Please keep in your prayers . . . Rev. James Aycock (Unadilla/Pinehurst Charge) and  Rev. 
Mike McAfee (Retired)



Dr. Earl Nichols of the Pastoral Institute to lead workshop on 
Clergy Health and Well-being 

“When I entered seminary I was in the best shape of my life and when I 
left seminary I was in the worst shape of my life...” A quote from a 
local pastor.  
Why do you think this happened? Do you think it changes during one’s 
ministry? On February 11th from 9:00 to 2:00 we will be exploring why 
the ministry can be so unhealthy; unhealthy physically, emotionally, and 
spiritually. We will explore what we as clergy can do to address these 
issues. We will explore how issues of “pastoral health” change throughout 
one’s life cycle. 
The objectives: 

To get a snapshot of the current state of pastoral health 
• To examine the inherent challenges pastors face integrating the various aspects of themselves 
• To show how pastors are able to reconcile these aspects of themselves with the vocation of 

pastor, which is critical for cultivating healthier clergy 
This workshop is being offered to the pastors of the Northwest District and includes lunch and .5 
CEUs.  Sign up today. 
______________________________________________________________________ 

Sexual Ethics 
2020 Workshops  

 Thursday, February 20, 2020                                  Tuesday, April 21, 2020 
 10:00 am– 4:00 pm                                                  10:00 am– 4:00 pm 
 Pittman Park UMC, Statesboro                              Statesboro Vineville UMC, Macon 

The Northwest District ministers who must take this workshop before the 2020 Annual Conference are:  John 
Beck, R.T. Beverly, Andy Ginn, J Grantham, Mark Kinservik, Thomas Mason, Jr., Doug Mays, Rick Mitchell, 
Jr., Joyce Moncrief, Tommy Odum, Micheal Powell, Ivelisse Quinones, Sam Vernon, Steve Vinson, Stephen 
Waite, and Joy Wilson. 
Register online at www.sgaumc.org/pastoralcounselor. The cost for the workshop is $35.00 and will be 
collected at the door. Lunch and materials are included in the workshop cost. Checks can be made payable to 
the South Georgia Conference. For questions, email Kate Tyler at cpcassistant@sgaumc.com.  
Registration:  www.sgaumc.org/pastoralcounselor 

Campus Crawl Feb. 27-29, 2020 
   Campus Crawl, set for Feb. 27-29, 2020, is a bus tour designed to 
introduce 9th-12th grade students to United Methodist colleges and 
campus ministries around the state. In one weekend, high school 
students will meet representatives from our United Methodist colleges and universities in Georgia as 
well as meet several Wesley Foundations on public university campuses. 
      This year we're visiting the following campuses and ministries: KSU, Young Harris, Reinhardt, 
Georgia Tech, Clark Atlanta, LaGrange, West Georgia, and Emory.  
      For more information and to register:   https://www.umcommission.org/campuscrawl 

2019 STATISTICAL TABLES ARE NOW OPEN
Go to sgaumc.com and click on Statistical Tables on the right side of your 

screen. All 3 tables must be completed by Friday, March 5, 2020.

mailto:cpcassistant@sgaumc.com
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Open Door Classic 
 5K Run/Walk 

March 21, 2020 
Woodruff Park 

_________________________________________ 
United Methodist Men Updates 
The Scouting Coordinator (Volunteer) South Georgia Conference United Methodist 
Men will work with the Scouting programs in the Conference to coordinate activities. 
The Coordinator will assist with the planning and implementation of comprehensive 
scouting ministry programs for churches within the Districts and the Conference. The 
successful candidate will have experience with Scouting and have served at various 

level of leadership within the organization. This person will also serve on the Conference Executive Team of the 
United Methodist Men. Interested candidates should contact Donald Rhodes, Conference United Methodist Men's 
President, directly at derglh@yahoo.com for consideration.   
Contact: Donald Rhodes, Phone: 478-397-0440, Email: derglh@yahoo.com, Website: https://www.sgaumc.org/umm 

Save The Date . . .South Georgia Conference United Methodist Men Annual Retreat - 2020 
April 24-25, 2020 

Epworth By The Sea 
Theme: ONE STEP: All that is needed along the journey of faith 

Speaker: Rev. Chance S. Ward, Senior Pastor of Goshen UMC in Rincon, Georgia 
Music Provided by: Goshen Travelers 

Registration:  https://fs21.formsite.com/Epworthssi/1v9xvg2opm/index.html 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Retreat

not by

MARCH 13-15, 2020
EPWORTH-BY-THE-SEA

To See God More Clearly:
When I focus on God, 

my vision is always 20/20

North and South Georgia
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Retreat
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The Ridge Women’s Retreat 
The Ridge Women’s Ministry would like to invite the women of our neighboring churches to attend our 2020 
Women’s Retreat on Feb 28-29 at Pine Eden Christian Retreat Center (1942 Barnes Mill Rd., Hamilton, 
GA 31811). 
Tecia Jane from Choosing Him Ministries in Newnan, GA will be our guest Speaker.  The theme of the retreat is 
Choices. Tecia will talk about our choice to Love, Surrender and Trust.  The sessions will be Friday night from 
6:15 – 9:00 and Saturday from 9:00 until 1:00. There will also be optional activities (Skincare/makeup, Nutrition, 
Yoga, Craft and Relaxation) from 1:15-3:00 that you can participate in if you indicate your preference when you 
register. 
Cost to attend the conference sessions will be $65.  This fee includes conference speaker sessions, gift bag, dinner 
on Friday night and breakfast, lunch, dessert bar on Saturday.  
Contact JoDee Rovig at jodeerovig@gmail.com if you have questions or would like to register to attend.  
Registration Deadline is February 16, 2020. 
_______________________________________________________

Upcoming Events at Epworth By The Sea
•St. Simons Island Storytelling Festival February 14-16, 2020
Park your car! All storytelling sessions, your room, and meals are in this one location...the strikingly beautiful 
campus of Epworth By The Sea! Captivating tours and historic sites. Kayaking; paddleboard; fishing; golf; 
beautiful bike trails...and the ocean. Come early or stay late and explore the unspoiled natural beauty that is the 
Golden Isles of Georgia. 
Featured Storytellers: Shelia Arnold, Andy Offutt Irwin, Anne Rutherford, Donald Davis and Bil Lepp as Emcee 
•Clergy Spouse's Retreat March 13-15, 2020 
North and South Georgia Joint Clergy Spouses Retreat.  Theme:   To See God More Clearly:  When I focus on 
God, my vision is always 20/20 “We live by faith, not by sight” - 2 Corinthians 5:7 
•Springtime By The Sea Experiencing History, Cultures and People May 18-21, 2020
Learn about cultures from the Native American Timucuan tribe to the Gilded Age of millionaire cottages. Visit the 
Wanderer Exhibit detailing the site where over 400 enslaved Africans were rowed ashore on the last slave ship to 
reach the US without repercussions.  Experience all this  on the islands of Jekyll, Amelia and St. Simons as well 
as  Jacksonville, FL. Details and registration:  www.epworthbythesea.org or call 912-638-8688 
_______________________________________________________________ 
Join the Journey Confirmation Retreat set for Feb. 28-March 1 

The 18th annual South Georgia Conference sponsored Confirmation Retreat 
is designed for students in the fifth grade and above. This event provides 
churches of all sizes an opportunity to connect with others through 
worship, study, and fellowship. It will also include large group gatherings 
around the church seasons and breakout sessions with topics of grace, 
United Methodist History and United Methodist lingo as well as Holy 
Clubs throughout the weekend. Space is limited to the first 500 completed 
registrations received. 
For more information, please contact Suzanne Akins, Director of Camping 
& Retreats, at suzanne@sgaumc.com or (912) 638-8626 ext 107. 
Registration is OPEN. Click here to register your church group. 

The Office of Connectional Ministries has Ethnic Local Church Concerns 
(ELCC) scholarships for local ethnic churches available for the Confirmation Retreat. Registration fills up quickly 
and scholarships are limited, so we encourage you to register your youth as soon as possible and to raise funds to 
help offset the cost. Submit your scholarship requests to earnestine@sgaumc.com by Feb. 21. The amount 
awarded is by need and availability of funds. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Save the Date . . . 
 The Northwest District Conference will be April 26, 2020.  

Location TBA

http://www.apple.com
http://www.epworthbythesea.org
mailto:suzanne@sgaumc.com
http://www.apple.com
mailto:earnestine@sgaumc.com


Lay Ministry Opportunities 
Our 2020 Lay Servant Training is about to kick off! We have several opportunities available to laity who want to 
grow in their leadership within the local church: Basic Lay Servant, Advanced Lay Servant, and Certified Lay 
Minister. Interested in learning more? Contact Anne Bosarge or visit the website: Lay Servant Training I 
Certified Lay Ministry Training 
_______________________________________________________________

 

Register today for Camp Connect! 
Summer is just around the corner, and you know what that means ... Camp Connect summer camp is almost here! 
All 2020 summer camps are now open for registration. Register today to secure your spot!
www.campconnectumc.org_ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________ 

Upcoming Events . . .  
Advanced Lay Speaking Class, Pelham - Feb. 7-8  
2020 Annual Multicultural Luncheon Celebration - Feb. 8 
Andrew College Sunday - Feb. 9 
Volunteers In Mission Awareness Sunday - Feb. 16 
Sexual Ethics Workshop, Statesboro - Feb. 20  
Basic Lay Speaking Class, Ellaville - Feb. 21-22 
Advanced Lay Speaking Class, Perry - Feb. 21-22 
Kingdom Builders Promotion Sunday - Feb. 23 
2020 Campus Crawl - Feb. 27-29 
Basic Lay Speaking Class, McRae - Feb. 28-29 
Join the Journey Confirmation Retreat - Feb. 29-March 1 

http://www.apple.com
http://www.apple.com
http://www.campconnectumc.org


Annual Conference 2020 Hotels block now open for 2020
Hotel room blocks are now open. Valley Hospitality in Columbus has secured more than 600 
rooms for our event. Rooms must be booked by May 1 to receive the discounted price. 

Valley Hospitality has created a website just for South Georgia Conference United Methodists to 
make booking your hotel easy and streamlined. For those who prefer to make reservations over 
the phone, they have provided the phone number for each hotel on the website. Click here to view 
the list of hotels.

Please note: There will be valet parking offered at the Convention Center (not hotel shuttles). We 
are thankful to Valley Hospitality for providing this service for our conference. 

If you have any questions or issues booking rooms, please contact Valley Hospitality's Concierge 
Service Team at (706) 489-4037 or concierge@valleyhospitality.com.

2020 South Georgia United Methodist Conference

Welcome attendees! The City of Columbus is looking forward to hosting the 2020 South Georgia 
United Methodist Conference in Columbus! For your convenience, accommodations have been 
arranged at the hotels below. You can book by phone at the number listed beside each hotel or 
using the ‘Book online!’ link below. All hotels include breakfast (Hampton, Fairfield, TownePlace, 
Springhill), or include 2 breakfast vouchers (Courtyard, Doubletree, Marriott)

If you have any questions or issues booking rooms for your group, please contact our Concierge 
Service Team at (706) 489-4037 or 
concierge@valleyhospitality.com.

Columbus Marriott • 0.1 miles
800 Front Ave • Columbus, GA 31901
706-324-1800
$129/nt • Book online!

DoubleTree Hotel Columbus • 5.5 miles
5351 Sidney Simons Blvd • Columbus, GA 
31904
706-327-6868
$124/nt • Book online!

Hampton Inn Columbus North • 8.3 miles
7390 Bear Lane • Columbus, GA 31909
706-256-2222
$109/nt • Book online!

Hampton Inn Columbus South • 6.7 miles
2870 S Lumpkin Road • Columbus, GA 31903
706-660-5550
$119/nt • Book online!

SpringHill Suites Columbus • 6.7 miles
5415 Whittlesey Blvd • Columbus, GA 31909
706-576-3773
$109/nt • Book online!

Fairfield Inn & Suites Columbus • 5.3 miles
4510 Armour Road • Columbus, GA 31904
706-317-3600
$109/nt • Book online!

TownePlace Suites Columbus • 5.3 miles
4534 Armour Road • Columbus, GA 31904
706-322-3001
$109/nt • Book online!

Courtyard Columbus • 5.3 miles
3501 Courtyard Way • Columbus, GA 31909
706-323-2323
$124/nt • Book online!

Annual Conference 2020 Information: https://www.sgaumc.org/newsdetail/annual-
conference-dates-set-potential-called-session-announced-hotel-room-blocks-
open-12960758

https://www.sgaumc.org/newsdetail/annual-conference-dates-set-potential-called-session-announced-hotel-room-blocks-open-12960758
https://www.sgaumc.org/newsdetail/annual-conference-dates-set-potential-called-session-announced-hotel-room-blocks-open-12960758


The Shepherd’s Fund is updating how they will receive and process applications. They are getting enough 
applications that processing the paper ones is a bit of a task, so they are trying to digitize it. 
They prefer everyone to use the new online application system, as it will make the entire process quicker and 
easier for everyone.  The paper application is still available but they prefer everyone use the online process.
The link for the website is www.theshepherdsfund.org.  Please check out the website, it includes the 
Shepherds Fund video, what the fund is about, the process, online application link, paper application link, 
testimonials and a FAQ section.
The old link for the online application will be redirected to the new website.
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MARCH 13-15, 2020
EPWORTH-BY-THE-SEA

To See God More Clearly:
When I focus on God, 

my vision is always 20/20

RETREAT REGISTRATION
Registration is $15.00

IT CAN BE PAID ONLINE OR BY MAIL TO:
Office of Connectional Ministries

2020 Clergy Spouses Retreat
P.O. Box 20408

St. Simons Island, GA 31522
 

REGISTER BY FEBRUARY 29, 2020
 
                             Check here if 1st time attending
Name: ________________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
Email: ________________________________________________
Phone: _______________________________________________
Church: _______________________________________________
District: _______________________________________________
 
Register online (preferred) or download a registration form 
at: https://www.sgaumc.org/clergyspouses

HOUSING REGISTRATION
Epworth by the Sea, Attn.: Tiffany Flavell

100 Arthur J. Moore Drive, St. Simons Island, GA 31522
 

Rates are per person, based on the number of adults 
staying in the room together, and include lodging for  
2 nights and 6 meals (Friday supper–Sunday lunch).

BUILDING  1 ADULT PER ROOM    2 ADULTS PER ROOM
Pitts/Booth    $259.86        $171.92 - Each
Robertson Inn    $282.90        $188.04 - Each
Turner Lodge    $308.26         $211.08 - Each
 

Any individual cancellation after February 14, 2020  
will result in a forfeiture of $40 per person. 

Any individual cancellation after February 28, 2020 will forfeit first night’s charge. 
Any individual cancellation after March 6, 2020 will forfeit full charge per person.

Make checks payable to Epworth by the Sea.
FULL PAYMENT DUE TO EPWORTH BY FEBRUARY 14, 2020

 
Name: ________________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________
______________________________________________________
Phone:    ________________________________________________
Email: _________________________________________________
Roommate: ____________________________________________
Credit Card# ___________________________________________
Exp. Date: ________________ Auth Code: __________________
Signature: _____________________________________________
______________________________________________________

Stay
Connected

North Georgia 
Find us on Facebook 

“Clergy Spouses, North Georgia UMC”

South Georgia 
Find us on Facebook 

“Clergy Spouses, South Georgia UMC”

Steering
Committee

 
Ex Cfficio Previous Chair – Tammy Hauser

Chair – Lisa Crosby
Secretary – Laura Grantham

Treasurer – Joanna Underwood
Publicity – Vickie Rushing

Technology – Dana Goshorn
Auction – Scott Lewis
Music – Paty Salgado

Historian – Cheryl Finn
Retired Representative – Sharon Moseley

Bishop’s Spouse – Sherrill Bryan
Epworth by the Sea Liaison – Ginny Racz

Coastal D.S. Spouse – Jennifer Thompson
Coastal District Rep. – Sara Beth Stout
Coastal District Rep. Alt. – Kim White

North Central D.S. Spouse – Kim Lanford
North Central District Rep. – Dana Goshorn
North Central District Rep. Alt. – Carol Roe

Northeast D.S. Spouse – Jane Ramsey
Northeast District Rep. – Michelle Reaves
Northeast District Rep. Alt. – Carol Collins

Northwest D.S. Spouse – Amy Patton
Northwest District Rep. – Robert Beverly

Northwest District Rep. Alt. – Celeste Vernon
South Central D.S. Spouse – Scott Lewis

South Central District Rep. – Connie Hamilton
South Central District Rep. Alt. – Annie Paulk
Southwest D.S. Spouse Alt. – Ruth Masciarelli

Southwest District Rep. – Gloria Coss
Southwest District Rep. Alt. – Connie Barnhardt



We’ve Moved . . .  

Northwest District Office
The United Methodist Church 

233  Twelfth Street
Suite 816

Columbus, Georgia 31901 
Phone 706-561-4541

Steve Patton
District Superintendent

steve@gmail.com
Office Hours:

Monday - Thursday
9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.






