
 

   
 

From Your Superintendent . . . 

Paul’s letter to the church at Philippi includes these powerful verses: “Be 
anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 

thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:6-7) When I read 
or recite these words, I typically focus on two words: prayer and peace. I often come to these verses 
when anxious thoughts and worries threaten to destroy my peace of mind. I am reminded that the 
temptation to worry is actually a call to prayer and that peace is promised when I pray. 

But there are two specific kinds of prayer named in verse 6: supplication and thanksgiving. 
Supplication is a fancy word for asking. I get that. Asking is the easiest prayer to pray. But the 
instructions also include giving thanks. Thanksgiving transforms both the prayer and the pray-er. 
When you and I give thanks for the blessings in our lives, we are doing a personal inventory of God’s 
love and faithfulness at work in our lives. Thanksgiving forces us to see beyond what we lack and to 
acknowledge what we have. Because no matter what our perceived deficits are, with God (who is for us 
and not against us) we are always running a surplus! That is why Paul confidently says, “in 
everything . . . by prayer.” No matter what we face in any given day, you and I can give thanks. And a 
thankful heart is a peaceful heart. 

I am so thankful to be your District Superintendent! I am thankful for the hardworking, Spirit-filled, 
and loving pastors of the Northwest District. I give thanks for the churches of our district and the 
committed, Spirit-filled and gifted lay people who lead and serve them. I am thankful for a loving wife 
and best friend for over 33 years. I am thankful for three children who love the Lord, one another and 
the people in their lives. I am thankful to live in a great country and for the commitment and sacrifice of 
the men and women who protect our freedoms. And most of all, I am thankful for our Savior Jesus 
Christ, who took upon Himself the sins of the whole world (and my sins, too) and defeated death and 
the grave so that you and I could have hope forever! 

Make your own list. Make sure your prayers include thanksgiving. And this year, as you celebrate 
Thanksgiving Day with those you love, count your many blessings. And receive and share the peace 
God promises in His word. 
    
Alive in Witness With You, 
Steve 
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______________________________ 
Launching a Wesley Ministry 
on the CSU Main Campus 

Join Us for a Vision Meeting of Interested Partners 

Thursday, November 14, 12:30 p.m. 
at St. Paul UMC 

We believe the time is right and that we have an 
amazing opportunity to impact the lives of college 

students on the CSU campus in Columbus!  Join Rev. Jonathan Smith, Rev. Michael McCord, and clergy 
from the Northwest District to hear the vision for a Wesley ministry on the main campus of CSU.  You're 
invited to lunch at St. Paul UMC on Thursday, November 14, 12:30 p.m. to learn more and to consider 
how we can partner effectively to enable this vision to become a reality. No matter what size church you 
pastor or how far you are from CSU, you are welcome and wanted at this meeting. It will take a village, 
and you're part of the village!  Please RSVP no later than November 8 to Rev. Lynn Meadows-White at 
lynn@piercechapel.com.  
___________________________________________________________________________           

Sexual Ethics 
2020 Workshops  

 Thursday, February 20, 2020                                  Tuesday, April 21, 2020 
 10:00 am– 4:00 pm                                                  10:00 am– 4:00 pm 
 Pittman Park UMC,                                                  Statesboro Vineville UMC, Macon 
he Sexual Ethics Workshop is sponsored by the South Georgia Conference Pastoral Counselors Office. It is 
required every three years for any person serving under appointment by the bishop (clergy, local pastors, 
extension ministers, appointed lay speakers). 
The Northwest District ministers who must take this workshop before the 2020 Annual Conference are:  John 
Beck, R.T. Beverly, Andy Ginn, J Grantham, Mark Kinservik, Thomas Mason, Jr., Doug Mays, Rick Mitchell, 
Jr., Joyce Moncrief, Tommy Odum, Micheal Powell, Ivelisse Quinones, Sam Vernon, Steve Vinson, Stephen 
Waite, and Joy Wilson. 
Register online at www.sgaumc.org/pastoralcounselor. The cost for the workshop is $35.00 and will be 
collected at the door. Lunch and materials are included in the workshop cost. Checks can be made payable to 
the South Georgia Conference. For questions, email Kate Tyler at cpcassistant@sgaumc.com.  
Registration: www.sgaumc.org/pastoralcounselor 

Northwest District Ministers and Spouses Christmas Party 
 December 7, 2019, St. Paul United Methodist Church 

Gathering - 11:30 a.m. 
Lunch - noon 

Childcare provided 

District Cares and Concerns
Please be in prayer for Lexie McRae, daughter of Katy and Michael McRae and granddaughter of Chris and 
Jane Ramsey (DS-NE), who is in Engleston Hospital in Atlanta. 
Please be in prayer for John Beck (Powersville/Wesley Chapel) who had hip replacement surgery at Emory 
Hospital on Friday, October 11, 2019. 
Our sympathy to the family of Tom Teate (retired) who passed October 18, 2019.  Funeral was Sunday, 
October 20, at the Rainey Funeral Home in Cordele, GA.



Lay Speaking Courses in Northwest District 
 Where:  South Columbus United Methodist Church 
   When:  Saturday, November 23, 2019 
      Time:  8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
       Cost:  For the Advanced and Basic Course $20.00.                 
              Make check payable to  Northwest District  UMC                                   

Advanced Course 
For this class and more information call:  Ed Brazwell, 

1-229-733-0203 
                                  Basic Course 

                                  For this class  and more information call:  David Ellis 229-649-9276 
                                Please call by November 15, 2019 for your reservations 

•Other lay servant training locations in the South Georgia Conference: 
 2019-Statesboro First UMC, October 11-12 (Basic), November 1-2 (Advanced); Waycross First UMC, October 25-26 (Basic), 
November 15-16 (Advanced). 
 2020-Hand Memorial, Pelham, January 17-18 (Basic), February 7-8 (Advanced); Crossroads UMC, Perry, January 31-
February 1 (Basic). February 21-22 (Advanced); Ellaville UMC, February 21-22 (Basic), March 6-7 (Advanced); McRae UMC, 
February 28-29 (Basic), March 20-21 (Advanced); Vidalia First UMC, October 9-10 (Basic), October 23-24 (Advanced);  
College Place UMC, Brunswick, October 16-17 (Basic), November 6-7 (Advanced). 
________________________________________________________________________ 

Calling all SEJ Clergywomen . . . 
Join us for the 2019 SEJ Clergywomen's Conference! 

November 18-21, 2019 
Jacksonville, Florida 

Uncharted 
uncharted (uhn-chahr-tid) - adj. 

not shown or located on a map; unexplored; unknown 
Ministry is beautiful, challenging, rewarding, and frustrating.  Where we end up is often not where we first 
sought out to be:  sometimes that turns out beautifully and sometimes...it doesn't feel so beautiful. 
Everyday ministry feels uncharted - moving from appointment to appointment, being a pastor to people 
vastly different from ourselves, being a clergywoman in a male-dominated field (and churches that have 
strong opinions about this), and the list goes on. 
There is much uncertainty ahead.  but we hope to provide a safe place for the clergywomen of the SEJ to 
find rest, sisterhood, resources, and reassurance in the God who never leaves us, but rather adventures the 
wilderness with us. 
            Register today!                                                                                           Learn more! 
Early Bird:  $199 (ends August 31)                                                     unchartedconference2019.com 
            Regular:  $225                                                                                Follow us on social media 
       At-the-Door:  $250                                                                           Uncharted Conference 2019 
                                                                                                                     @uncharted conf2019 

 

Daylight Saving Time Ends Sunday
Sunday, November 3, 2019, 2:00 am clocks are turned 
backward 1 hour to Sunday, November 3, 2019, 1:00 am 
local standard time instead. 



Upcoming Events at Lake Junaluska
•Personal Spiritual Retreats:  Year-Round
walk the grounds, meditate in the gardens and grow your relationship with God.  
Participant receive a booklet with devotions, prayers and more to help focus the 
retreat.  Pricing starts from just $978/person per night.  It’s the perfect way to relax 
and renew! 
•Interfaith Peace Conference - November 21-24
Affirming the community of Abrahamic faiths, the Peace Conference seeks to work 

in partnership with Christians, Jews, Muslims, and members of other religious 
traditions to advance the work of reconciliation and peace. 
•Thanksgiving at Lake Junaluska - November 27-29
Savor an exquisite Thanksgiving with family as we take care of the details.  Add a Biltmore Estate ticket or cut down your 
own Christmas tree to make your trip truly unforgettable. 
•Balsam Range Art of Music Festival - December 6-7 
The weekend, led by iconic Balsam Range, will include a slate of diverse and authentic music, workshops and fun in the 
mountains. 
•Appalachian Christmas - December 12-15
Performances include the Lake Junaluska Singers Christmas Concert. Summer Brooke & Mountain Faith Band, Handel’s 
“Messiah” and a theater performance by Acts of Renewal. 
•Winter Youth Retreats - December 29, 2010-February 17, 2020
Energized worship, great bands and games are built into every weekend, and groups can choose their own activities from 
skiing to mission projects. 
•Ski Lake Junauska - December 14, 2019-March 3, 2020 
Ski packages include lodging, meals, lift ticket, lessons, boots and skis or snowboard. 
The mission of Lake Junaluska is to be a place of Christian hospitality where lives are transformed 
through renewal of soul, mind and body. 
Lake Junaluska Conference Retreat Center, P O Box 67, Lake Junaluska, NC 28745, 800-222-4930 

Reservations@lakejunaluska.com 

 Epworth By The Sea 
              Sponsored by the Office of Connectional Ministries, 

Encounter Youth Retreat
Nov. 22-24, 2019

Middle and High School Students
Rev. Jonathan Smith, Director of the Wesley Foundation at Georgia Southern University, teacher.

Philip & Leah George from Monument Ministries worship leader
Jacy Robertson, Director of the Wesley Foundation at Coastal Georgia, emcee.

Online registration is open and will be available through November 11. Churches will register as a group. The 
cost for this event is $150 per person, which includes programming, insurance, food, lodging, and a t-shirt. Adult 
chaperones with Safe Sanctuary certification must be provided by each church group.
For more information, contact Suzanne Akins at suzanne@sgaumc.com or (912) 638-8626, ext. 107. 

Coming Events 
November 14    -  CSU Wesley Ministry Meeting, St. Paul 
November 22-24 -Encounter Youth Retreat 
November 23 -     Northwest District Lay Speaking Courses 
November 24   -   UM Student Day 
December 7     -   Northwest District Ministers and Spouses Christmas Party, St. Paul UMC 
2020 
January 26-29 - Winter Conference 
February 1  -      Northwest District Lay Leaders’ Forum & Leadership Training, Americus First UMC 
February 15   -   Northwest District Lay Leaders’ Forum & Leadership Training, St. Luke UMC 
March 21    -       Open Door Classic 5K Run/Walk with Fun Run for Children 
June 7 - 9    -       Annual Conference 2020, Columbus, Georgia Convention and Trade Center 



 
Can you believe that Christmas is less than 
two months away? Christmas is such an exciting time of 
the year filled with love and gifts, however many of our residents 
will not receive a single gift. We want our residents to feel the 
same excitement on Christmas that we feel. In order to do 

this, we need your help.
Last year, people from all over- including donors, friends, family members, and even complete 
strangers worked- together to raise enough money to give our residents a gift at Christmas. I hope you 
will join us this year as we share with our residents what the true meaning of Christmas is all about, 
giving in the same way God gave us a Savior, Jesus Christ.
Our brand-new Christmas in July was a huge success this year, however, we haven’t reached our goal 
yet. We are still raising money in order to purchase gifts for our residents.
How can you help?
1) Make a donation!
Donate money to buy a robe. Each robe costs $9, so you can donate money to purchase the number of 
robes you would like to give.
• To donate online go to https://give.classy.org/residentchristmas
• You can also mail a check written to Magnolia Manor with Resident Christmas Gifts in the memo to:
Magnolia Manor Development Office
2001 South Lee Street
Americus, GA 31708
2) Purchase your own gifts!
• If you want to buy the robes yourself and take them to your local campus, you can do that as well.
This link is for our robes: http://bit.ly/MMRobes
3) Share the love!
• Ask your friends and family to donate money to help our residents.
• Share our Facebook post.
• Set up a collection box at your church for people to drop off donations.
• Tell everyone you know about the good they can do for our residents.
“I showed you in all things that you should work as I did and help the weak. I taught you to remember 
the words of Jesus. He said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’” -Acts 20:35

Save the Date . . . 
Open Door Classic 5K Run/Walk with Fun Run for Children

Saturday, March 21, 2020
 Woodruff Park

___________________________

 Save the Date and Register Early! 
Winter Conference 

January 26-29, 2020 
Epworth By The Sea 

Keynote Speaker:  Len Wilson 
Creative Director, St. Andrew UMC, Plano, TX 

Storyteller and expert strategist in communications and creativity in church life. 



    Northwest District  
 Lay Leaders’ Forum & Leadership Training 

Led by Connectional Ministries 

Save the Dates 

    
Are you a new leader?  

Have you been struggling with leading ministries and following meeting best 
practices?  Do you need a refresher? Interested in learning more about lay ministry and 
certified lay ministry?   
If so, this forum is for you! All ministry leaders and lay leaders are encouraged to attend one of 

the sessions below.  

Saturday, February 1, 2020 – Americus, GA 

9am – 1pm @ Americus First 

Saturday, February 15, 2020 – Columbus, GA 

9am -1pm @ St. Luke United Methodist Church 

*Workshops are free to participants, but registration is required. Lunch is 
provided. * More details coming soon! 

For questions, contact:        Robert Anderson, NW District Lay Leader   
                Phone: (706) 326-5668                                                       
                           Email: robloua62@gmail.com 

Steve Patton, NW District Superintendent/Email: steve@sgaumc.com 

MACON, Ga. – Bear Food is has announced a fundraising partnership 
with Macon ministry Wesley Glen Ministries.
Bear Food customizes, packages, and sells varieties of hand cooked 
gourmet jumbo Virginia peanuts as unique gifts for corporate 
appreciation and recognition programs along with individual gifts.

Bear Food and Wesley Glen Ministries are working together to sell 10,000 tins by December and for 
each tin purchased, 50% will be donated back to Wesley Glen Ministries.
Wesley Glen Ministries is a private non-profit agency of the South Georgia Conference of the United 
Methodist Church dedicated to serving adults with developmental disabilities. It provides comfortable, 
secure homes with round-the-clock care, nutritious meals, safe and reliable transportation, and 
support for daily living.

Bear Food and Wesley Glen Ministries in Macon partner for fundraiser

mailto:robloua62@gmail.com
mailto:robloua62@gmail.com


The Shepherd’s Fund is updating how they will receive and process applications. They are getting enough 
applications that processing the paper ones is a bit of a task, so they are trying to digitize it. 
They prefer everyone to use the new online application system, as it will make the entire process quicker and 
easier for everyone.  The paper application is still available but they prefer everyone use the online process.
The link for the website is www.theshepherdsfund.org.  Please check out the website, it includes the 
Shepherds Fund video, what the fund is about, the process, online application link, paper application link, 
testimonials and a FAQ section.
The old link for the online application will be redirected to the new website.



Annual Conference 2020 Hotels block now open for 2020
Hotel room blocks are now open. Valley Hospitality in Columbus has secured more than 600 
rooms for our event. Rooms must be booked by May 1 to receive the discounted price. 

Valley Hospitality has created a website just for South Georgia Conference United Methodists to 
make booking your hotel easy and streamlined. For those who prefer to make reservations over 
the phone, they have provided the phone number for each hotel on the website. Click here to view 
the list of hotels.

Please note: There will be valet parking offered at the Convention Center (not hotel shuttles). We 
are thankful to Valley Hospitality for providing this service for our conference. 

If you have any questions or issues booking rooms, please contact Valley Hospitality's Concierge 
Service Team at (706) 489-4037 or concierge@valleyhospitality.com.

2020 South Georgia United Methodist Conference

Welcome attendees! The City of Columbus is looking forward to hosting the 2020 South Georgia 
United Methodist Conference in Columbus! For your convenience, accommodations have been 
arranged at the hotels below. You can book by phone at the number listed beside each hotel or 
using the ‘Book online!’ link below. All hotels include breakfast (Hampton, Fairfield, TownePlace, 
Springhill), or include 2 breakfast vouchers (Courtyard, Doubletree, Marriott)

If you have any questions or issues booking rooms for your group, please contact our Concierge 
Service Team at (706) 489-4037 or 
concierge@valleyhospitality.com.

Columbus Marriott • 0.1 miles
800 Front Ave • Columbus, GA 31901
706-324-1800
$129/nt • Book online!

DoubleTree Hotel Columbus • 5.5 miles
5351 Sidney Simons Blvd • Columbus, GA 
31904
706-327-6868
$124/nt • Book online!

Hampton Inn Columbus North • 8.3 miles
7390 Bear Lane • Columbus, GA 31909
706-256-2222
$109/nt • Book online!

Hampton Inn Columbus South • 6.7 miles
2870 S Lumpkin Road • Columbus, GA 31903
706-660-5550
$119/nt • Book online!

SpringHill Suites Columbus • 6.7 miles
5415 Whittlesey Blvd • Columbus, GA 31909
706-576-3773
$109/nt • Book online!

Fairfield Inn & Suites Columbus • 5.3 miles
4510 Armour Road • Columbus, GA 31904
706-317-3600
$109/nt • Book online!

TownePlace Suites Columbus • 5.3 miles
4534 Armour Road • Columbus, GA 31904
706-322-3001
$109/nt • Book online!

Courtyard Columbus • 5.3 miles
3501 Courtyard Way • Columbus, GA 31909
706-323-2323
$124/nt • Book online!

Annual Conference 2020 Information:
https://www.sgaumc.org/newsdetail/annual-conference-dates-set-potential-called-session-
announced-hotel-room-blocks-open-12960758
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