
 

   
 
 From Your Superintendent . . . 

  Over the past several weeks I have been able to meet with almost 
all of the preachers in our district, and what a blessing that has been for me! 
To hear your faith stories and how you received and answered the call to 
ministry has truly inspired me. I am convinced, now more than ever, that 
the churches of the Northwest District are led by called, gifted and Spirit-
empowered pastors! As I have travelled through the district for these 
meetings, I have also been blessed by the hospitality of the churches in 
places like Americus, Butler, Columbus, Cuthbert, Fort Valley, Vienna and 
Upatoi. I am so grateful for the welcome and support I have received in 
every place. Thank you! 

 In September and October, I will be in several places throughout the district meeting with Staff-
Parish Relations Committees. Committee Chairs will receive an invitation with the list of the dates 
and locations. They will need to call Gail in the District Office to reserve their times. I look forward to 
getting to know each of you and learning more about where you see new life and what you hope for in 
your churches. I am excited about this new season we are entering and the emerging opportunities for 
each church to be Alive Together in Witness. 
 Football season is here, and that means Friday night lights, Saturdays between the Hedges 
(and on the Plains) and the NFL on Sunday. Two of my all-time favorite football coaches are both 
named, “Vince.” One is the late Vince Lombardi of the Green Bay Packers, and the other, well, you 
probably know who that is. My brother has a program that our Dad got from a 1967 Packers/Colts 
game. Green Bay player, Fuzzy Thurston, a friend of a friend, passed it around the locker room and had 
every Packer sign it - including Coach Lombardi. My brother now owns this amazing piece of 
memorabilia. And this is one item that really makes me struggle with that Tenth Commandment! 
 Lombardi was famous as a winning coach, and also for the memorable things he said. Two of my 
favorites are: “The only place where success comes before work is in the Dictionary,” and, “The 
greatest accomplishment is not in never falling, but in rising again after you fall.” On the first day of 
training camp in 1961, after a season in which the Packers had fallen to the Philadelphia Eagles in the 
championship game, Coach Lombardi began with another memorable quote. He gathered his team 
around him, and holding up a football before them, he said, “Gentlemen, THIS is a football!”  
 Lombardi set a tone that day which became a Packer tradition. He wanted his players to know 
that no matter how much success they had in the past; no matter how much experience and knowledge 
they thought they possessed; nothing would ever take the place of the fundamentals of the game. Where 
did he start? THIS is a football. 
 This past Sunday, Amy and I were worshipping in one of the churches in our district. After 
reading the text for the day, the pastor raised his Bible toward the congregation and said, “This is the 
word of God, for the people of God!” And we all said, “Thanks be to God!”  That weekly affirmation 
invites us all to a posture of humility. No matter how much we have seen or experienced in our 
relationship with God; no matter how much we think we already know; you and I humbly acknowledge 
our need to regularly return to the fundamental truths of God’s word. I thought about Coach Lombardi 
and his commitment to the fundamentals of the game. Like that legendary coach, our preacher that 
morning lifted up before us our fixed point, our source of truth, and our standard for faith and practice, 
reminding us again, Ladies and Gentlemen, THIS is the word of God!  
   
Alive in Witness With You, 
Steve 
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                                      Dooly Campground 
Dooly Campmeeting 

September 22-25, 2019  
                        “We Are Witnesses”  (Acts 10:39)

                     •Sunday, September 22, 11:00 a.m.  -  Steve Patton, Northwest District Superintendent                                                                                   
                       • Sunday, September 22,   7:00 p.m.  -  Jim Cowart, Harvest UMC, Warner Robins 
                       •Monday, September 23,    7:00 p.m. -  Daryl Brown, Americus 1st UMC 
                      •Tuesday, September 24,    7:00 p.m. -  Jeremy Alexander, Buena Vista UMC 
                 •Wednesday, September 25,    7:00 p.m. -  Brad Brady, Perry UMC 
                                                    •Jeff Cleghorn will be the worship leader 

__________________________________________________________________________

Clergy Spouses Retreat Planning Meeting 
Please join us at Wynnton UMC, 2412 Wynnton Road, Columbus, GA, on Saturday, September 14, 
11:00am – 1:00pm, for a planning meeting. Our Northwest District is in charge of decorations at the upcoming 
2020 Clergy Spouses Retreat and we need your help. During the planning meeting, we’ll fellowship, have food, 
and discuss decorations that align with the Retreat theme: 
To See God More Clearly: 
When we focus on God our vision is always 20/20 
“We live by faith, not by sight” - 2 Corinthians 5:7 
We’re hopeful you can join us. Please contact Laura Grantham by calling or texting her at 706.332.0013 before 
September 10 to let her know you’re coming so we can plan on the correct amount of food and refreshments. 

Yours in Christ, 
Laura Grantham 
Secretary, Clergy Spouses Retreat 2020 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Our Connection Matters
Each month Our Connection Matters offered a toolkit which includes a wealth of resources focusing on a different 
theme to resource your local church in nurture, outreach, witness and advocacy ministries. 
If you would like more information, contact Allison Lindsey at allison@sgaumc.com  It’s through our connection that 
we can learn best practices and help each other bear fruit for discipleship and kingdom building! 
Subscribe to receive future issues. 

2019 CLUSTER CHARGE CONFERENCE SCHEDULE:
 Cluster 1 > September 15, 2:00 p.m., St. Mark UMC, Columbus
 Cluster 2 > September 15, 5:00 p.m., Byron UMC
 Cluster 3 > September 29, 2:00 p.m., Butler UMC
 Cluster 4 > September 29, 5:00 p.m., Vienna UMC
 Cluster 5 > October 13, 2:00 p.m., Americus 1st UMC
 Cluster 6 > October 13, 5:00 p.m., Cuthbert UMC
 Cluster 7 > October 20, 2:00 p.m. Upatoi UMC
 Cluster 8 > October 20, 5:00 p.m. St. Luke UMC, Columbus

Church Dashboard Assistance
Some of you may need help with your church dashboard if you are handling Discipleship Reporting, and some of 
the Charge Conference forms. You can ind a manual on: http://www.sgaumc.org/files/files_library/
churchdashboardmanual.pdf Also, here is a link for a webinar/video from Connectional Ministries that explains 
your Church Dashboard step by step: http://www.screencast.com/t/aClMw5bsxd 
Compensation Form available August 1. 



Sexual Ethics 
2019-2020 Workshops  

Thursday, September 26, 2019  
10:00 am– 4:00 pm  

First UMC, Tifton  
Thursday, February 20, 2020  

10:00 am– 4:00 pm  
Pittman Park UMC, Statesboro  

Tuesday, April 21, 2020  
10:00 am– 4:00 pm  

Vineville UMC, Macon  
The Sexual Ethics Workshop is sponsored by the South Georgia Conference Pastoral Counselors Office. It is 
required every three years for any person serving under appointment by the bishop (clergy, local pastors, 
extension ministers, appointed lay speakers). 
The Northwest District ministers who must take this workshop before the 2020 Annual Conference are:  Matt 
Avera, Anthony Bankhead, John Beck, R.T. Beverly, Adriane Burgess, Mark Carter, Jerry Chandler, James R. 
Emery, Sr., John Fugh Jr., Andy Ginn, J Grantham, Mark Kinservik, Haynes Martin, Thomas Mason, Jr., 
Doug Mays, Lynn Meadows-White, Rick Mitchell, Jr., Joyce Moncrief, Tommy Odum, Steve Patton, Micheal 
Powell, Ivelisse Quinones, Dan Smith, Sam Vernon, Steve Vinson, Stephen Waite, Howard White, Joy Wilson. 
Register online at www.sgaumc.org/pastoralcounselor. The cost for the workshop is $35.00 and will be 
collected at the door. Lunch and materials are included in the workshop cost. Checks can be made payable to 
the South Georgia Conference. For questions, email Kate Tyler at cpcassistant@sgaumc.com.  
Registration: www.sgaumc.org/pastoralcounselor 

Join us for KidzQuest! 
September 20-22, 2019 

Epworth By The Sea 
KidzQuest, the annual children’s retreat sponsored by Connectional Ministries, is for students in 3rd-6th grades. 
This event typically sells out before the deadline and brings so much energy (and noise!) to Epworth By The Sea 
on St. Simons Island. 500 children and adult leaders come together with dozens of other church groups, learning 
how to worship, study God's Word, and understand what a relationship with Jesus really means. Amid beautiful 
coastal scenery, amazing adult leaders, and time away from home, these children are given an opportunity to 
experience Christ in brand new ways! 
Register today for KidzQuest 2019 - September 20-22, 2019! Registration is OPEN.  
Stay tuned to www.sgaumc.org/kidzquest for more information. 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
              

                 South Georgia Eagles  2019 Event  
                                   Fall Retreat 

                    Epworth By The Sea 
                      October 21-23, 2019                    
                      No registration Fee   

                                          •Bring an Auction Item                 
                                                        For reservations 912-638-8668 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Northwest District Ministers and Spouses Christmas Party 
 December 7, 2019, St. Paul United Methodist Church



Calling all SEJ Clergywomen . . . 
Join us for the 2019 SEJ Clergywomen's Conference! 

November 18-21, 2019 
Jacksonville, Florida 

Uncharted 
uncharted (uhn-chahr-tid) - adj. 

not shown or located on a map; unexplored; unknown 
Ministry is beautiful, challenging, rewarding, and frustrating.  Where we end up is often not where we first 
sought out to be:  sometimes that turns out beautifully and sometimes...it doesn't feel so beautiful. 
Everyday ministry feels uncharted - moving from appointment to appointment, being a pastor to people 
vastly different from ourselves, being a clergywoman in a male-dominated field (and churches that have 
strong opinions about this), and the list goes on. 
There is much uncertainty ahead.  but we hope to provide a safe place for the clergywomen of the SEJ to 
find rest, sisterhood, resources, and reassurance in the God who never leaves us, but rather adventures the 
wilderness with us. 

            Register today!                                                                                           Learn more! 
Early Bird:  $199 (ends August 31)                                                     unchartedconference2019.com 
            Regular:  $225                                                                                Follow us on social media 
       At-the-Door:  $250                                                                           Uncharted Conference 2019 
                                                                                                                     @uncharted conf2019 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Lay Speaking Courses 
 Where:  South Columbus United Methodist Church 
   When:  Saturday, November 23, 2019 
      Time:  8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
       Cost:  For the Advanced and Basic Course $20.00.                 
              Make check payable to  Northwest District  UMC                                   

Advanced Course 
For this class and more information call:  Ed Brazwell, 1-229-733-0203 

                                  Basic Course 
                                  For this class  and more information call:  David Ellis 229-649-9276 

                                Please call by November 15, 2019 for your reservations 
________________________________________________________________________ 

Save the Date and Register Early! 
Winter Conference 

January 26-29, 2020 
Epworth By The Sea 

Keynote Speaker:  Len Wilson 
Creative Director, St. Andrew UMC, Plano, TX 

Storyteller and expert strategist in communications and creativity in church life. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 



South Georgia scholarships available for SEJ BMCR annual meeting
The Southeastern Jurisdiction Black Methodists for Church Renewal (SEJ BMCR)  is having its 51st Annual 
Meeting October 17 - 19, 2019, in Tampa, Florida. This year's conference theme is “Purpose Driven, Laser 
Focused on the Mission and Ministry of the Black Church.” The South Georgia Conference is offering 
scholarships of $325 each for five persons to attend. The scholarships are awarded on a first-come, first-
served basis. Submit scholarship requests to earnestine@sgaumc.com.



 

Upcoming Events at Lake Junaluska
•Personal Spiritual Retreats:  Year-Round
Come walk the grounds, meditate in the gardens and grow your relationship 
with God.  Participant receive a booklet with devotions, prayers and more to 
help focus the retreat.  Pricing starts from just $978/person per night.  It’s the 
perfect way to relax and renew! 

•Marriage Enrichment Retreat at Lake Junaluska-September 29 - October 1, 2019
Pastoral participants earn 1.5 CEUs for participation in this program. This retreat is perfect for pastors who 
regularly do marriage counseling, or anyone who wants to strengthen the bond in their marriage. 
Cost:      Marriage Enrichment Program for two people: $350  
              Two nights lodging for two people and five meals (Monday breakfast through Tuesday lunch) for two                                           
 people (required): $319   

Learn more at www.lakejunaluska.com/marriage or call 800-222-4930. 
•Choir Music Weekend - October 18-20
You will learn and perform eight anthems and attend workshops that will prepare your choir to lead passionate 
worship.  Register today! 
•Interfaith Peace Conference - November 21-24
Affirming the community of Abrahamic faiths, the Peace Conference seeks to work in partnership with Christians, 
Jews, Muslims, and members of other religious traditions to advance the work of reconciliation and peace. 
•Thanksgiving at Lake Junaluska - November 27-29
Savor an exquisite Thanksgiving with family as we take care of the details.  Add a Biltmore Estate ticket or cut 
down your own Christmas tree to make your trip truly unforgettable. 
•Balsam Range Art of Music Festival - December 6-7 
The weekend, led by iconic Balsam Range, will include a slate of diverse and authentic music, workshops and fun 
in the mountains. 
•Appalachian Christmas - December 12-15
Performances include the Lake Junaluska Singers Christmas Concert. Summer Brooke & Mountain Faith Band, 
Handel’s “Messiah” and a theater performance by Acts of Renewal. 
•Winter Youth Retreats - December 29, 2010-February 17, 2020
Energized worship, great bands and games are built into every weekend, and groups can choose their own 
activities from skiing to mission projects. 
•Ski Lake Junauska - December 14, 2019-March 3, 2020 
Ski packages include lodging, meals, lift ticket, lessons, boots and skis or snowboard. 

The mission of Lake Junaluska is to be a place of Christian hospitality where lives are 
transformed through renewal of soul, mind and body. 

Lake Junaluska Conference Retreat Center, P O Box 67, Lake Junaluska, NC 28745, 
800-222-4930 

Reservations@lakejunaluska.com 

Coming Events 
September 13  - The Art of Marriage Live at EBTS 
September 14  - Clergy Spouses Retreat Planning Meeting  
September 15  - Methodist Children’s Home Work Day Offering 
September 20  - KidQuest Children’s Retreat 
September 26  - Sexual Ethics Workshop 
September 28  - ERT & Chainsaw Operator Safety Training, Midland 
October 5         - SBC 21 Leadership & Development Conference 
October 6         - World Communion Sunday 
October 19       - UMW Annual Meeting 
October 21-23 -  Eagles 2019 Event, Fall Retreat 
October 27       - UMW Sunday in Purple+ 
November 24   - UM Student Day 
December 7     -  Northwest District Ministers and Spouses Christmas Party, St. Paul UMC 



The Shepherd’s Fund is updating how they will receive and process applications. They are getting enough 
applications that processing the paper ones is a bit of a task, so they are trying to digitize it. 
They prefer everyone to use the new online application system, as it will make the entire process quicker and 
easier for everyone.  The paper application is still available but they prefer everyone use the online process.
The link for the website is www.theshepherdsfund.org.  Please check out the website, it includes the 
Shepherds Fund video, what the fund is about, the process, online application link, paper application link, 
testimonials and a FAQ section.
The old link for the online application will be redirected to the new website.

Save the Date . . . 
Open Door Classic 5K Run/Walk with Fun Run for Children

Saturday, March 21, 2020
 Woodruff Park



___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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