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R. Lawson Bryan, Resident Bishop                                                                 Steve Patton, District Superintendent                      

 From your District Superintendent . . . 

In the book of Genesis, the life of Joseph, the son of Jacob, can be de-
scribed as a life filled with hope, and also, confusion. From an early age, 
Joseph seemed destined for great things. Joseph was the favorite son of 
Jacob, and he dreamed (literally) of a future where he would be the 
leader of his entire family (Genesis 37). And with youthful arrogance, he 
did not mind letting everyone around him know about his promising 
future. His boasting filled his half-brothers with jealousy and resent-
ment. And when the opportunity came, they sold Joseph to Midianite 
slave traders, who in turn, sold him to an official in Egypt.  

For Joseph, this had to be traumatic and more than a little confusing. He probably asked, Why is this 
happening to me? How could my own brothers treat me this way? How does slavery in Egypt line 
up with the dreams God gave to me? It would take many years for Joseph to make peace with the past 
and to even begin to sense God’s greater plan. But this much is certain about Joseph: he never gave up 
on God. He never forgot his dreams, and he held on to hope even in the midst of the chaos and confu-
sion.  

As we enter the eleventh month of The pandemic that won’t seem to go away, two words come to my 
mind to describe this journey we have all been on. They are the same two words from Joseph’s life: 
confusion and hope. Confusion abounds. Consider the varying and opposing opinions on masks, 
shutdowns and vaccines. Some government officials and even the medical professionals have demon-
strated an amazing capacity to contradict themselves. The truth is, we have never been here before. 
Mistakes, missteps and the misspoken word should be expected (and you can quote me on that). 

Yet in the confusion and chaos of a global pandemic, we can still have hope. Like Joseph in Genesis, 
you and I can have faith in the God whose mercies are new every morning and whose faithfulness is to 
all generations. We can believe in a God who works in ALL circumstances for our good. As Christians, 
we can be confident that Jesus is still building His church, even in the midst of quarantines and shut-
downs. Nothing on earth can prevent us from worshipping and serving our Savior! We can be assured 
of the promise that whenever (and however) 2 or 3 are gathered in Jesus’ name, He will be there. 

Bishop Bryan has continued to celebrate and encourage “adaptive behaviors” among South Georgia’s 
churches and pastors throughout this pandemic. The creativity, commitment and spiritual maturity 
among the churches of the Northwest District leaves me humbled and deeply grateful. This journey is 
not quite over, but we know so much more now than we did before. And as we move into a new future, 
a future none of us imagined, may we be able to agree with Joseph’s ultimate assessment of his cir-
cumstances: God meant it all for good. 
Steve 



___________________________________________________ 

A Word from the Conference Secretary (1/25/2021): 
Dear Lay and Clergy Members of the Annual Conference, 

Bishop Lawson Bryan, in collaboration with the Annual Conference Program Committee, the officers of the Annual 
Conference, and the Cabinet, announces that the 2021 South Georgia Annual Conference session will be held virtually. 

During the past 10 months, Bishop Bryan and the Program Committee have closely monitored the ongoing coronavirus 
pandemic as we planned for the 2021 event. Throughout, we remained cautiously optimistic about hosting Annual 
Conference in-person in June. The Program Committee met on January 20 to assess the current state of public health and 
review the 400 survey responses from laity and clergy about the format of the 2021 session. 

As COVID-19 cases continue to rise not only in our own area but across the country, we have reached the difficult 
decision that we cannot safely host an in-person event in June. Thanks in part to the responses to the survey sent earlier 
this month, we feel confident that this decision is the best one to protect the safety of our members. 

Our contractual obligations with the convention center in Columbus and Valley Hospitality - the group that handles the 
hotel blocks for our conference - necessitate us making a decision now rather than waiting closer to June. Reaching a 
decision before January 28, 2021, means we will not forfeit more than $3,000 in vendor deposits. We also want to treat 
our business partners in Columbus fairly, giving them time to secure other clients for the dates we are releasing. In 
addition to being a good steward of the conference’s funds, making the decision at this time allows our conference 
committees the necessary time to plan for an outstanding virtual session.  

“I know that our desire is to be together in the same room with our South Georgia family. Connection and fellowship are 
things we highly value,” Bishop Bryan said. “However, I am appreciative of the input of our laity and clergy in the survey 
that let us know we are not yet ready to meet in a group of 1,000 people. I am also appreciative of the thoughtful and 
careful deliberation of the program committee as we seek to make wise decisions to prepare the safest environment for our 
Annual Conference Session.” 

The theme for the 2021 Annual Conference Session is “Alive Together at the Table.”  

“The Lord has prepared the South Georgia table for us,” Bishop Bryan said. “You have proven that we know how to be 
together at the table  - even virtually - and we want to respond to Christ’s invitation to come to the table.”  

We look forward to welcoming you to the virtual 2021 Annual Conference session on Monday, June 7. 

Alive Together at the Table, 

Meredyth Earnest, 
SGA Conference Secretary 

2021 Annual Conference Will Meet Virtually June 7, 2021



2021 SGA ANNUAL CONFERENCE SESSION: DATES TO NOTE 
Just as in 2020, a lot of thought and care is going into what our virtual Annual Conference looks like and how both the 
business sessions and worship services will flow.  

The virtual clergy session is set for Tuesday, June 1, 2021, from 10 am - noon, and the one-day virtual annual conference 
session is set for Monday, June 7,  beginning at 8:30 am. 

In addition to the business sessions, an online Retiree Recognition Service will take place Tuesday, June 1 at 7 pm to 
honor and recognize clergy retiring in 2021. An online Memorial Service to remember clergy and clergy spouses who 
have passed away in the past conference year is set for Thursday, June 3 at 7 pm.   

Those approved for provisional membership or full connection at the clergy session will be commissioned or ordained in a 
local church setting on Sunday, June 6. The Commissioning and Ordination Service(s) will be live streamed so the entire 
conference may share virtually in this important worship experience.  

More details about all of these events are forthcoming. 

SGA CONFERENCE GATHERING | October 9, 2021 
In addition to the June annual conference session, Bishop Lawson Bryan has set Saturday, October 9, 2021, as a post-
General Conference gathering. Our hope is that this gathering will take place in person at a conference-central location to 
be announced at a later date. However, if it is not yet safe to do so, Bishop Bryan has asked that all members plan to 
gather virtually. 

RESOLUTIONS  
As in 2020, resolutions will not be considered at the 2021 Annual Conference session due to the virtual nature of the 
conference. Please review the resolutions page for details. 

BOOK OF RECOMMENDATIONS AND REPORTS | Available by May 1  
Business items for the 2021 Annual Conference session are contained in the Book of Recommendations and Reports 
(BOR). The purpose of the BOR is for delegates to have the necessary recommendations and reports to read and study 
prior to the conference session. The BOR will be made available to the conference by May 1.  

DELEGATES TO THE 2021 ANNUAL CONFERENCE SESSION 
Churches are to ensure that the name and email address of the lay member(s) representing their church is entered into the 
conference database - through the Local Church Dashboard - no later than April 1, 2021. Especially important in a virtual 
meeting format, this information allows us to deliver communication to delegates, along with the necessary individual 
voting credentials (to be sent closer to the session date(s)). If you need assistance with this process, please contact your 
District Office. 

2021 ANNUAL CONFERENCE SESSION TIMELINE 
*Please note: Details are forthcoming. To receive updates, please be sure an email address is entered into the Conference 
database for all clergy and lay members. 
March 10    Book of Recommendations and Reports Submission Deadline 
April 1        Delegate Contact Information Submission Deadline 
May 1        Book of Recommendations and Reports Published 
June 1        Virtual Clergy Session 10 a.m. - 12 noon  
June 1        Virtual Retiree Recognition 7 pm 
June 3        Virtual Memorial Service 7 pm 
June 6        Service(s) of Ordination/Commissioning (live-streamed) 
June 7        Virtual Annual Conference Business Session -  8:30 am 

QUESTIONS 
For questions regarding the business of Annual Conference, please contact Meredyth Earnest, Conference Secretary, at 
meredyth@sgaumc.comFor general inquiries, contact Kelly Roberson, Director of Communications, at 
kelly@sgaumc.com. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 



__________________________________________________ 
LOCAL CHURCH TREASURER 101 WEBINAR SCHEDULED 

  We haven't held our Local Church Treasurer 101 workshop in a couple of 
years, so I have schduled it as a webinar. We will offer this webinar on Feb. 22 at both 
10:30 am and again at 7:00 pm.  Hopefully, offering it twice will help people fit it into 
their schedule. If not, we will record it and put it on the conference website. 
              Pastors, please make sure your church treasurer gets this email. We want 
everyone to have an opportunity to attend this training. 
             What will we cover? A whole variety of topics that church treasurers may face. 
Issues we will cover include: 

    The Treasurer's Role 
    The Financial Secretary's Role 
    Segregation of Duties 
    Pastoral Compensation Forms (withholding and W-2s) 
    Preliminary and Final Apportionments 
    Apportionment Calculations & Payments 
    Benefits Billing 
    Statistical Tables (and How They Impact Apportionments) 
    Local Church Audits 

        I expect the webinar to last 60-90 minutes. Materials will be available to download prior to the 
workshop, so everyone has a readable copy near at hand. Both sessions will cover the same material. 
        We will be using the ZOOM platform. You can watch the webinar using a desktop computer, laptop, 
tablet, or phone. If you are using a tablet or phone, you will want to go into your app store and download the 
ZOOM app prior to the workshop, so that you're not hung up at the start of the webinar. 
        To register for one of the webinar sessions, please click here   Registration will close at noon on Feb. 
19, to give us time to get the links and materials emailed to everyone. 
        Thank you all for your service to our church and to our Savior!             Derek 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
2020 STATISTICAL TABLES ARE NOW OPEN - Derek McAleer 
            You may access the tables and find useful instructions for logging on here. Or, go to the Conference 
website, click "Departments", click "Administrative Services", then click "Statistical Tables" on the right 
sidebar. 
           This page links you to the stats website -- BUT READ THROUGH THE PAGE FIRST. You may find it 
helpful to print it out, so you have the details you will need later on. I know this sounds simplistic -- but at least 
75% of the calls we receive are for information that is found on that page. Save yourself some time and 
frustration by going over the details first. 

DEADLINE 
              All 3 Tables should be completed by March 9, 2021. The tables will close soon after. 
           We have a deadline to report these numbers to GCFA, and we must work on them to be able to run our 
apportionments. We always need some time to look for errors and help our churches not have costly mistakes. 
We appreciate the courtesy and grace you show by doing your statistical reports on time. 

NEW STATISTICAL TABLE FAQ AVAILABLE 
        We've put together a list of answers to the most frequently asked questions. You can find it at file:///
Users/UMC/Downloads/statistical+tables+faqs.pdf 

WEBINAR RECORDING AVAILABLE    
          I did a webinar on Jan 14, going over many details of the Statistical Reports.  If you are interested, you 
watch the video here.  You can download the PowerPoint and similar info from our Statistical Reports 
web page. 
           I know this is a tedious job, and not one many of us enjoy. But with all that is going on in the church, this 
year's numbers will likely be used in a variety of ways in which they usually are not consulted. PLEASE help us 
be prepared by getting as good a set of numbers as you can get reported on time.     BLESS YOU! 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/LocalChurchTreasurer101Webinar
http://www.apple.com
https://www.sgaumc.org/statisticaltables
https://sgaumc.brtapp.com/
https://www.sgaumc.org/statisticaltables


__________________________________________________________________________ 

Dates of 2021 Lay Ministries (LSM and CLM) 
The 2021 dates for Lay Servant Training (LSM)  and Certified Lay Ministry (CLM) have been posted on 
the Lay Servant Courses  website  (online and in-person): https://www.sgaumc.org/layservanttraining
Certified Lay Ministry Courses (in-person only): https://www.sgaumc.org/certifiedlayministrytraining
The time is right for churches to take advantage of these leadership development opportunities!  More than ever we need 
well trained leaders in our local churches! 
Anne Bosarge
Multi-Campus Director, The Chapel Ministries
Associate Director, Office of Congregational Development, South Georgia Conference
www.thechapelministries.com; anne@thechapelministries.com
912-262-1331 (work); 912-270-0474 (cell)
www.brightideasforchurchleaders.com; www.getoutofthatbox.com
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Crossroads UMC To Serve As Conference’s Disaster Storehouse 
“UMCOR has been supporting disasters all over this year, from the fires out West to the hurricanes in Louisiana, 
Mississippi, and Alabama,” Morales said. “These kits provide care for the most vulnerable after an incident. These kits 
provide those who are affected – the survivors – with something to get started.” 
Cleaning buckets, hygiene kits, and school kits can be dropped off during the hours of 9 a.m. and noon, Monday through 
Thursday. Prior to delivery, contact Crossroads UMC at (478) 987-3721 to coordinate. Morales (morhilll@gmail.com) 
also asks that he be notified so he can keep a log of the kits.  
Funds should not be included with the kits, but sent directly to the Administrative Services Office, PO Box 7227; Macon, 
GA 31209 and noted for UMCOR Material Resources. 
For supply lists and detailed instructions on how to make cleaning buckets, hygiene kits, and school kits, visit 
www.sgaumc.org/relief-supply-collection. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Higher Education Scholarships Available 
The United Methodist Higher Education Foundation is accepting scholarship applications for the 2021-2022 academic 
year.  Through March 1, students are invited to apply for more than $2 million in funds available to help pay for attending 
colleges, universities ore seminaries related to The United Methodist Church  See media resources | To Apply. 
________________________________________________________________________ 

District Cares and Concerns 
Our sympathy to Lynn Willis and family of the passing of Dr. William (Bill) Willis, Jr. (Retired) Knoxville, 
TN. 
Our sympathy to the family of Mr. Henry L. Holt who passed away on January 30, 2021.  Mr. Holt was the Con-
ference UMM President and a member of St. Mary’s Road United Methodist Church.  A graveside service will be 
held on Friday, February 5, 2021 at 2:00 PM at the Fort Mitchell National Cemetery (553 AL-165, Fort Mitchell, 
AL 36856).

Alive Together at the Table with Bishop Bryan
Our Alive Together at the Table with Bishop Bryan discussions are an opportunity for laity and 
clergy to come together with Zoom for reflections and conversations:  How is it with your soul?  
What is going on in our conference and the general church you need to know?  The next two are 
set for February 16 and February 23.  All will begin at noon. 

https://www.sgaumc.org/alive-together-at-the-table-with-bishop-bryan
https://www.sgaumc.org/alive-together-at-the-table-with-bishop-bryan
https://www.sgaumc.org/layservanttraining
https://www.sgaumc.org/layservanttraining
http://sgaumc.org
https://www.umhef.org/resources/media-resources/
https://www.umhef.org/resources/forms/


__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

IGC Grant Deadline Approaches 
The Intentional Growth Center is now awarding grants to local congregations and church organizations  Grants will be 
available for ministries that increase Christian Discipleship and Church Leader Development for clergy and laity of all 
denominations, but with the primary attention to persons of the Southeastern Jurisdiction of the United Methodist Church.  
The application process for 2021 grants is now open, with an application deadline of February 15, 2021, and grants 
expected to be awarded in May ofd 2021.   More information and the only application can be found at the IGC website:  
www.intentionalgrowthycenter.org. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
What the Second Round of PPP Loans Means to Churches and How to Get One 
Disciplship Mibnisties) Joe Park, CEO  of Horizons Stewardship, has been a reliable source exploring the Paycheck 
Protection Plan (PPP) offered through the U.S. government.  The Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2021 (CAA) 
includes $284 billion dollars for a second round of Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) Loans for which churches and 
nonprofits are eligible to apply through participating banks.  Your banker make be slow to begin to accept applications. 
Download PDF | Georgia Advocate story:  What churches need to know about the new round of PPP loans. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Webinar:  “Clergy: Get Smart About Your Taxes! 
(Discipleship Ministries)  Clergy face unique challenges related to Social Security payments, estimated tax payments, 
housing, allowances ore exclusions, and reimbursed expenses.  Clergy may have questions about the implications of the 
pandemic on the 2020 team situation.  Your corner tax preparer may not understand the unique situation of clergy.  
Finding a preparer who does understand clergy needs can save you substantially in money and aggravation.  Rev. Don 
Joiner, a certified financial planner, helps us navigate the preparation of clergy taxes and planning for a sound future. 
Register 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

How to Record Your Desktop Screen on a Mac 
(UMC) Recording your computer screen comes in handy in a lot of different situations.  Maybe you want to grab a clip 
from a video to use in a presentation.  Perhaps you want to record a demo of navigating through an app.  Whatever the 
reason, recording your screen on a Mac is easy-breezy, and everything you need is already on your computer.  Read 
more. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Marketing and Promotional Services 
(UMCom)  People are yearning to find a supportive community of faith.  UMcom’s Local Church Services Team wants to 
help you reach new people in your community!  Apply to receive training, coaching and marketing services tailored to 
your church’s unique needs, in areas such as social media, website development and  church branding.  Learn more. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2020-2021Sexual Ethics Workshops for Clergy 
Due to Covid-19 and the limitations on large group gatherings, the 2020-2021 Sexual Ethics Workshop will be held  
virtually.For more details:  https://www.sgaumc.org/sexualethicsworkshops 
According to the Conference Sexual Ethics policy, this workshop is REQUIRED EVERY (3) THREE YEARS for any 
person serving under appointment by the bishop (clergy, local pastors, extension ministers, appointed lay speakers).  
Cost for the workshop is $35. 
For questions, please email cpcassistant@sgaumc.com. 
February 2021 New Virtual Format.   
To register for the February workshop:  https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/SexualEthicsWorkshopFebruary2021 
April 2021 New Virtual Format.   
To register for the April workshop:  https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/SexualEthicsWorkshopApril2021 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

https://www.intentionalgrowthcenter.org/
https://www.sgaumc.org/advnewsdetail/what-churches-need-to-know-about-the-new-round-of-ppp-loans-14959757
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/articles/february-15-2021-clergy-get-smart-about-your-taxes?goal=0_f939527158-2df34de2ed-416380911&mc_cid=2df34de2ed&mc_eid=33129fab5d
https://www.resourceumc.org/en/content/2020/12/09/how-to-record-your-desktop-screen-on-a-mac
https://www.resourceumc.org/en/agencies/communications/services/local-church-marketing-services
http://www.apple.com
https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com


___________________________________________________
Vashti Sunday -  February 7, 2021

Theme this year:   Healing Hearts
Visit vashti.org to access information on how to participate in Vashti Sunday.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Andrew College Sunday - February 14, 2021
Founded in January 1854, Andrew College has continuously provided an academically challenging liberal arts 
education within a nurturing community for more than 160 years. A member of the South Georgia Conference, 
Andrew strives to inspire academic and spiritual growth across its historic 40-acre campus.
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Volunteers In Missions Sunday - February 21, 2021 
United Methodist Volunteers in Mission (UMVIM) exists to promote, encourage, and enable Christians to 
exemplify “Christian Love In Action” through short-term mission service in the United States and abroad. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Kingdom Builders Promotion Sunday - February 28, 2021 
 In 1962 the Kingdom Builders Club was started to change lives by funding new ministries and new 
congregations.  Pray for your friends AND become a Kingdom Builder by making a financial investment today 
to the Kingdom Builders Advanced Special. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Georgia United Methodist Foundation Newsletter 
sign-up  www.gumf.org/newsletters   For more information:  

GUMF
770-449-6726
877-220-5663

                      info@gumf.org
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

South Georgia Conference Offices 
The Episcopal, Administrative Services, Ministerial Services and OCM offices.

3040 Riverside Drive
Suite A 2

Macon, GA 31210
Mailing Address

P.O.Box 7227
Macon, GA 31209-7227

________________________________________________________________________________________

The Northwest District
Steve Patton, District Superintendent

steve@sgaumc.com 
706-561-4541

233 - 12th Street
Suite 816

Columbus, GA 31901

_______________________________________________________________________________________

http://www.gumf.org/newsletters
mailto:info@gumf.org
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