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Northwest District Lay Leaders

Leadership and Development Conference
Two Conference Locations (same program)
See Dr. Jacqui King bio and Conference agenda at end of Newsletter
All District UMCs are expected to participate

February 10, 2018
Ellaville UMC
February 17, 2018
South Columbus UMC
Robert Anderson, Northwest District Lay Leader: A wonderful program has been planned, but your
support and the participation of your lay leaders is imperative. Please ask your lay leaders and any
other leaders in your church to register for one of the two events below-whichever location is most
convenient for them. There will be a $5.00 registration fee for manuals. Lunch will be provided
compliments of the Northwest District at both locations. Please contact Robert Anderson with any
questions you might have.
Northwest District Lay Leaders Leadership & Development Conference - Feb. 10, 2018
The Northwest District Lay Leaders Leadership and Development Conference will be held Feb. 10,
2018, from 9:30 a.m. until 2 p.m. at Ellaville United Methodist Church. Registration runs from 9:30 a.m.
until 10 a.m. Conference description: to engage in effective Lay Leaders leadership representation and
as a role model of Christian discipleship and faith lived out in the church and in daily life and helping to
fulfill the mission and vision. Register:
https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/
NWDistrictLayLeadersLeadershipDevelopmentConferenceEllavilleGA For more information, contact
Robert Anderson at robloua62@gmail.com.
Northwest District Lay Leaders Leadership & Development Conference - Feb. 17, 2018
The Northwest District Lay Leaders Leadership and Development Conference will be held Feb. 17,
2018, from 9:30 a.m. until 2 p.m. at South Columbus United Methodist Church. Registration runs from
9:30 a.m. until 10 a.m. Conference description: to engage in effective Lay Leaders leadership
representation and as a role model of Christian discipleship and faith lived out in the church and in daily
life and helping to fulfill the mission and vision. Register:
https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/
\NWDistrictLayLeadersLeadershipDevelopmentConferenceColumbusGA
For more information,
contact Robert Anderson at robloua62@gmail.com.
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Minister’s Study Day Apart at the Pastoral Institute
This is an important continuing education event for our district

February 26, 2018
Pastoral Institute
2022 - 15th Avenue, Columbus

We will gather at the Community Room at the P.I. at 8:30 am, the meeting will begin at 9:00 am and
will be finished by 2:00 pm.
•Lunch is provided by the P.I.
•Dr. Eva Cooper (no kin of the D.S.) the Director of Community Education has
just completed her doctorate in Servant Leadership.
•Dr. Earl Nichols and Dr. Cooper will facilitate the day.

It will be an excellent time to look seriously at how we lead.
There will be funerals and illnesses, but our ministers are expected to be present for this C.E.U. event.
Please call the district office, 706-561-4541, or e-mail gailgrantham@aol.com, if you will or will not
attend.

Clergy Day Apart
Harvest Church, Byron
February 12, 2018
10:30 am to 2:30 pm
Registration and gathering will begin at 9:30 am
Rev. Jerry Herships, a UMC pastor in the Denver, Colorado area and
Mrs. Claire Bowen, a corporate consultant and longtime member of Peachtree Road United
Methodist Church in Atlanta, will be our guests for the day
The Day Apart is intended for all clergy in the SGC, will offer mental, spiritual, emotional, and
vocational renewal through the inspiring leadership of the Rev. Jerry Herships. In the midst of
therapeutic laughter clergy will find fresh approaches to preaching so that we can be Alive Together in
Worship. Registration: $15 includes lunch. Questions? Contact Allison Lindsey at allison@sgaumc.com

UMC Day of Health
March 17, 2018
8:00 am - 5:00 pm

Dunwoody UMC, Atlanta

To further The UMC’s commitment to improve health for all, Global Ministries, in partnership with the North
Georgia Annual Conference, is hosting the UMC Day of Health to equip leaders and inspire others to find new
ways to engage their communities through health ministries.
All UMCs, health care coordinators, general agency representatives, Global Health partners, and affiliates are
invited for the UMC Day of Health. As part of the United Methodist Day of Health, the North Georgia
Conference and Global Ministries invite the community to a special Hulapalooza Preview at 3 p.m. where you can
experience a fun and fantastic start to fitness! Registration: https://www.eiseverywhere.com/ereg/index.php?
eventid=299801&
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Attend a Connecting Neighbors Training
To Better Prepare and Respond To Emergencies
The Office of Connectional Ministries is hosting three one-day Connecting Neighbors training events,
designed to equip and empower individuals and local churches to be a presence in their community (and
beyond) in the event of a natural or man-made catastrophic event.
"Connecting Neighbors” is UMCOR’s recently-updated program that gives congregations the tools and
information they need to guide the development of their disaster-response ministries. Congregations that
invest their time in “Connecting Neighbors” training are better prepared for what emergencies may
come, able to draw on local resources more quickly in the wake of a disaster and more confident that
United Methodists will be a resource for community recovery.
Too often we only think about disasters when they strike. When a disaster does strike (and it will) the
community turns to the church for refuge, support, comfort, and hope. Are you prepared? The truth is,
we can be preparing as individual disciples, as congregations, and as communities to prepare for and
mitigate the effects of the next disaster. Trainings are scheduled for Feb. 10 (Statesboro), March 10
(Macon), and April 28 (Tifton).
The cost is $10 and includes lunch and materials. For questions or additional information, contact
Allison Lindsey at allison@sgaumc.com or 888-266-7642.

UMCOR Sunday
(Fourth Sunday in Lent)

Gifts to the UMCOR Sunday offering underwrite UMCOR’s
“costs of doing business.” That helps them keep their promise that
100% of every other gift you make to a specific UMCOR project
can be spent on that project-not on home office costs. To learn
more about UMCOR visit www.umcor.org

DISCIPLESHIP FORMS
The Cabinet requested that in 2018 we begin collecting worship attendance for each week in the
monthly Discipleship Forms. The change has been made in the form and it is now ready for use by our
churches in anticipation of the last Sunday of the month this weekend.
A fews things to note about the new fields:
1. The church should enter the attendance total for all worship services for each Sunday of the month.
There are 5 available Sunday fields.
2. If a church does not hold worship services each week, and/ore it is a month without a “fifth
Sunday,” they need to leave the field(s) for the weeks when they don’t meet BLANK (do not enter
“0”. See note on form.
3. Once the church has entered the amount for each Sunday that they met, the “Average Combined
Attendance at all Weekly Worship Services” for the month will be auto-calculated into line 11.
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Statistical Tables

Statistical Tables for 2017 are now available: http://ezra.gcfa.org/login.aspx.
Each local church fills out its own report. For churches on a charge, only enter the portion of shared
expenses (such as the pastor's salary) paid by your church.
Login Information
Your username is the 6-digit general church number found in parenthesis on your church's
apportionment bill. For pastors you will add a p to the end of the 6 digit number. For treasurers/
financial secretaries you will add an o to the end of the 6 digit number (letter o, not zero).
Your password is 12345678. You will be able to set the password once you login.
Deadlines
All 3 Tables should be completed by March 28, 2018. Yes, this is a real deadline, with areal reason for
setting it, and we appreciate your courtesy in meeting it.
Some Data Already Imported
Your beginning church membership, church apportionment payments info and clergy benefit payment
info has been imported. You may view this information but will be unable to change it. If your records
do not agree or you need any assistance completing these reports, please contact Laura Hatcher or
Derek McAleer at 1-800-535-4224.
Two Quirks You Will Encounter
Line 47 will not auto-total unless you tab through each of the lines. When you tab through 47a and
47b, then 47 will automatically total up.

Line 60 on Table 2 CANNOT BE ENTERED. There is an update function that we will run daily to
update this line. Login a day or two after you complete your report to print out a good copy. If any
information for the church or pastor is incorrect please e-mail to Laura Hatcher
(laura@sgaumcadmin.com).

Problems Viewing .pdf?
If you upgraded to Windows 10, the new Microsoft Edge browser is not working well with Ezra. You
can use Internet Explorer, which is also part of Windows 10, or use Google Chrome or Mozilla Firefox.
Or, instead of clicking the download link as you normally would, right-click on the link and select "Save
As..." Then open the file from where you downloaded it.
Additional Instructions
Our office has drafted a set of additional instructions for Table 2 and Table 3, should you want to look
at them. You can download them.
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2018 Sexual Ethics Workshops
In the South Georgia Conference, any person serving under appointment by the bishop is required to
attend a Sexual Ethics workshop every there years. For more information or to register, visit
www.sgdaumc.org/sexualethicsworkshops
Thursday, February 15, 2018, Epworth By The Sea, Nalls Building 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Tuesday, April 10, 2018, Vineville UMC, Macon 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Northwest District Ministers due for Sexual Ethics Workshop before Annual Conference 2018 are:
Jeremy Alexander, Gayle Alston, Earnestine Campbell, David Carter, Paul Coats, Buddy Cooper, Tony
Crosby, Cindy Garrard, Shane Green, John Homer, Dennis Lanning, Jimmy McIlrath, Gary Page, J.
Brooks Partain, Noel Perez, Emery Ramsey, Mark Sasser, Scott Tucker, John Allen Walker, David
Warlick, Michael Webb, Roy White, and Reginald Williams.

“Clergy Taxes: Don't Live in Fear” Webinar
Monday, Feb. 12, 2018, 10am, CST
You've heard a lot about changes to the tax laws that are beginning to take effect in
2018. More than ever, you'll want to be smart about filing for 2017 and strategic
about how you plan for 2018!
Clergy face some unique challenges when it comes to things like social security
payments, estimated tax payments, housing allowances or exclusions, and
reimbursed expenses. Your corner tax preparer may not understand the unique situation of clergy, and
finding one who does can save you substantially in money and aggravation. Join us as the Rev. Don
Joiner, a certified financial planner and clergy tax preparer, helps us navigate the preparation of taxes
and planning for a sound financial future.
Please note this is a daytime webinar, focused on clergy paying U.S. taxes.
Click here to register for the free webinar!
Email us at: stewardship@UMCdiscipleship.org

Active Threat Preparation Presentation
February 24, 2018
11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Midway UMC
4442 Buena Vista Road
Lt. J. Brett Stanelle of the Columbus State University Police Department will be doing a presentation on
Active Threat Preparation at Midway UMC on Saturday, February 24th, 11:30 AM-1:00 PM. Midway is
located at 4442 Buena Vista Road (next to Zaxby's and across the street from Synovus). Lunch will be
provided.
Pastors, Lay Leaders, Trustees and security team members are encouraged to attend.
Anyone interested in attending should RSVP with LaWanna Hayes at 706-566-3334 or
hayes_lawanna@yahoo.com no later than Friday, February 16th. **Seating is limited**
February 2018
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Terms and Conditions

Wesley England Tour in August
Payment schedule: $400 deposit required to guarantee a place on the tour. Second payment of $1800 is due November 15. Final
July
31and-finalAugust
20185% processing
payment of $2286 is due April 1. Credit cards may be used
for second
payments with a 8,
non-refundable
U.S. passport valid through December, 2018, is required; anyone with non-U.S. passport, please contact tour operator.

fee, which will show up on credit card statements from Rafi Shelef Tourism, Tel Aviv.

Rev. Tony G. Crosby and friends from the Epworth UMC are hosting a
Wesley Heritage Tour to England Jul. 31–Aug. 8 of 2018. The tour is
being led by Educational Opportunities Tours and will trace the footsteps
and lives of the founders of our Methodist movement, John and Charles
Wesley in their home country. 2.0 CEUs are available to pastors taking
the tour. The trip will cost around $3800. For more information, visit
www.wesleytour2018.info or contact Tony at tonycrosby@msn.com or
John Wesley
(706)
329-2484.
Tour price does not include beverages that are not part of menu; sightseeing or services not specifically mentioned or noted as
Tour price includes . . .
Air transportation currently on Lufthansa can be on any regularly-scheduled airline, main cabin. Cancellations after the air tickets
have been issued are subject to a cancellation penalty as imposed by the airline. Current air fuel charge and taxes/fees of are
included and no change is anticipated. Please note: frequent flyer miles or credit card points cannot be used to purchase or
upgrade air tickets; however, if you arrange your own airfare, you can deduct $1200 from the brochure price.
Accommodations in superior and deluxe hotels, private bath. Cost for anyone staying in a single room $1204.
Meals daily buffet breakfasts and dinners in hotels.
Sightseeing in the itinerary including entrance fees and services of English-speaking guide and individual headsets.
One regular-sized suitcase, maximum 50 pounds, is currently allowed free of charge plus one personal item and one “carry-on”
that will fit under the seat ahead or in the overhead bin. Tour organizers accept no liability for loss or damage to any baggage.
All tips to guide, driver, hotel and restaurant personnel, and porters are included.
optional; baggage charges that may be implemented by airlines (none as of this printing).

Temple Mount with Dome of the Rock above the Western Wall of The Temple from Jesus’ Time
Cancellation policy: No penalty for written cancellations received before November 1, 2017. Written cancellations November 1January 15 are subject to a $400 per person cancellation fee. Written cancellations received January 16-February 15 are subject to
a 25% cancellation fee of the total tour price. Written cancellations received February 16-March 31 are subject to a 50%
cancellation fee of the total tour price. No refund for written cancellations received after March 31. No refund made for missed
services while on tour. In addition to the above cancellation fees, airline tickets are not refundable once issued. We recommend
the purchase of travel insurance, which covers medical expenses as well as cancellation penalties and other eventualities. Please
note: Healthcare and Medical Costs outside the USA are not covered by basic Medicare; information on travel insurance available
on written request to ron.cansler@yahoo.com.

ISRAEL ADVENTURE AND PILGRIMAGE, June 2018

Dr. Spencer and the Rev. Cindy Cox Garrard will lead a summer trip to Israel in June, 2018. Our trips
are led by Gilla Treibich, an experienced Jewish guide who knows the Bible as well as most preachers!
You will find her delightful and informative. Cindy prepares a worship book for the trip, providing
Brochure price based on minimum 21 passengers and VAT policy and shekel/dollar exchange rate of July 15, 2017.
Scriptural references,
maps, prayers, and hymns for our daily devotions and worship experiences, which
Responsibility: Rev. Cindy Garrard, Dr. Spencer Garrard, St Luke United Methodist Church, Ronald L. Cansler dba Escorted
will include communion
on the Sea of Galilee, a renewal of vows at the Jordan River, and hymn-singing
Travel Concepts, LLC, and their agents act only in the capacity of agents in all matters, and as such, are not responsible for any
expense, or inconvenience
planeinsurance
arrival or departure
or by any change ofcontact
schedule or other
condition, nor
in St. Anne'sdamage,
Chapel.
Brochurescaused
andby late
trip
information
cindy@stlukeum.com
the loss of or damage to any person or property from any cause whatsoever. The sponsoring organization reserves the right to
706-327-4343withdraw the tour at any time, or make changes in the published itinerary whenever in their sole judgment conditions warrant, or if
they deem it necessary for the comfort, convenience or safety of the tour. Services of any regularly-scheduled jet carrier may be
used on this tour. Payment of deposit by tour participants indicates acceptance of above terms and conditions.

To register, make out $400 per person check to “Escorted Travel”

deliver to The
Rev. Cindy Garrard orConfirmation
mail to
16th Annual South and
Georgia
Conference
Retreat
Escorted Travel Concepts—Garrard

Join the
Confirmation
1015Journey
W Kensington
Rd, Joplin MORetreat
64801
Important: please include email address and phone number with registration check!
For more information, contact tour operator Ron Cansler: ron.cansler@yahoo.com, 417-499-8685

March 2- 4, 2018
Epworth By The Sea

Retreat registration now open
For more information contact Event Coordinator Suzanne Akins at suzanne@sgaumc.com or
912-638-8626

__________________________________________
St. Simons Island Storytelling Festival
Epworth By The Sea
February 17-29, 2018
Storytellers: Kevin Kling, Donald Davis, Ki9m Weitkamp, and Andy Offutt Irwin
February 2018
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31st Annual Open Door Classic
Get ready! The Open Door Classic Walk and 5K Run to end poverty will take place on
Saturday, March 3, in Woodruff Park. Jonathan and Lisa Moore will perform as our band! You
can register now to walk or run at www.odch.org.
5k registration: 7:30 a.m.
5k begins: 9:00 a.m.
This is a timed event, and awards will be given in each age category.
Walk registration: 8:30 a.m.
Walk begins: i 9:30 a.m.
___________________________________________________________________________

Grown Up Summer Camp
June 22-24, 2018
Epworth By The Sea

・Sunset Cruise on the Lady Jane, a working Shrimp Boat
・Music/Stories with Camp Counselor, Andy Oﬀutt Irwin
・Seining with Driftwood Education Center Leaders ・Free Time on Beach
・“How to Read a Fish” with Brooke Vallaster
・Historic trolley tour of St. Simons Island
・Storytelling and Andy around indoor campﬁre
・Beach Nigh Patrol with Catherine Ridley
・Chapel Service at Lovely Lane Chapel
̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲

PAUMCS* Annual Conference
“Make a Joyful Noise”

April 12-14, 2018
Nashville, TN

Please contact Nancy Garner ngaredner@umcdiscipleship.org or (615)340-7018 or visit
www.paumcs.org for more details about the 2018 PAUMCS Conference
*Professional Administrators of The United Methodist Connectional Structure
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District Clergy Spouses February Luncheon
Saturday, February 10, 2018 - 11:30am
Home of Mary Pat Beckum, 5031 Spyglass Court, Columbus, GA 31909
Mary Pat's cell phone: 229.942.6909
All spouses are invited to attend. Please let Mary Pat know if you'll be joining the group for lunch. Lisa
Crosby has asked for everyone to bring their updates related to silent and live auction items for the
Clergy Spouses Retreat scheduled for March and the Annual Conference Spouses Luncheon scheduled
for June.
___________________________________________________________________________

Clergy Spouses Retreat
Kristen E. Vincent is an awardwinning author, speaker, and
artisan whose passion is spiritual
formation, including the use of
prayer beads. She is the author of
A Bead and a Prayer:A Beginnerʼs
Guide to Protestant Prayer Beads,
and coauthor of Another Bead,
Another Prayer: Devotions for Use
with Protestant Prayer Beads (with
Max Vincent). Her newest book, Beads of Healing: Prayer, Trauma, and Spiritual Wholeness,
explores how prayer beads can be used to heal from pain. Kristen travels frequently to lead
retreats and workshops. She is a graduate of Duke Divinity School and The Academy for
Spiritual Formation (#34). She lives in Atlanta, Georgia, with her husband, Max, a United
Methodist pastor, and their son, Matthew. Kristen loves words, the mountains, gatherings on her
porch, and dark chocolate. She continues to make progress in her lifelong quest for the perfect
chocolate mousse. Find her at www.prayerworksstudio.com and her podcast: Being 10:19.

Holy Smoke
Bar-B-Que Cook-Off
15th Annual Christian Grilling Competition

April 7, 2018
Old Centerpoint School
3420 East Centerpoint Road, Preston
•Bar-B-Que
•Gospel Singing •Fellowship
The 14th annual Cook-oﬀ of 13 teams competing for top honors and 14 teams that donated,
collectively raised a total of $6,983.45 that was divided equally between the Methodist and
Baptist Childrenʼs Homes. www.mbcpreston.org
February 2018
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