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Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

      As this year ends and I leave tomorrow for Israel/Jordan (Dec. 29-Jan. 
10), I want to share with you my heart and thoughts about the ministry we 
share.  I am proud of your efforts to lift up the name of Jesus in your 
communities of faith and the larger communities in which you serve.  Our 
mission to the least, the last, and the lost of His world is the ministry closest 
to the heart of God.  He even goes so far as to say, “When you have done this 

for the least of these, you have done it unto me.”  Thank you, for all the food 
pantries, clothes closets, altar funds, benevolent funds, and outreach the Northwest District 
oversees to those in need.  Your response to the hurricanes on our coast, floods in Houston, 
tornadoes in our own conference, and catastrophes in Puerto Rico and the Caribbean have made 
the difference between recovery and despair for thousands of our brothers and sisters.   

       The effort made in our district to pay our apportionments fell short.  This is our first line of 
mission giving and creates the conduit through which many types of relief (UMCOR for one) 
travel without reducing the gift.  I believe in each church in our district and know your efforts 
were sincere in apportionment giving. Thank you for the funding you provided for 2017.  May 
2018 be the year those of us not yet there arrive at 100%.  The appointments, apportionments, 
district support of your missions and ministries, and conference support and leadership are all a 
part of what we call our connection.  Take appropriate pride in being a United Methodist minister 
or a United Methodist Church.  Take second chair to no one when demonstrating service above 
self in the relief of suffering and in the sharing of the great Good News in Jesus Christ. 

       Continue in prayer for the Committee on the Way Forward.  They have been tasked with the 
delivery of a way forward to our Council of Bishops for their evaluation and presentation to the 
February, 2019 called General Conference.  There will be a need for the South Georgia Annual 
Conference to meet in a called one day session in March, 2019 to receive the work of the 
General Conference.  I do not live in a vacuum.  Neither do you.  People are running out ahead 
of our conferences and trying to predict the outcome before the reports are even given.  I 
encourage prayerful waiting upon the Lord.  There will come a final disposition of the issue 
before our General Conference. Then will be soon enough to consider their action and to decide 
our place in the future of the United Methodist Church.  Do not be stampeded by anyone. 
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    All who know me know I am an advocate of the historic faith of the Christian Church 
Universal.  I have been active for over forty years in the renewal efforts of United Methodists 
within our denomination. I have not changed my mind, but what comes next for us must not be a 
reaction to anything.  It must be a prayerful moving forward with the doctrine and polity we 
choose to embrace.  Join Bishop Bryan and our cabinet in prayer for our church as diligent work 
is done, preparing the report for General Conference.   

    There will be a need for compassion, because we will not all agree.  Those with strong 
disagreements should be given a way forward that is fair and equitable.  We will not be the same 
after our journey of over forty years in our wilderness, but everyone should be able to follow 
their own heart 
in deciding how he or she moves forward. 

      In the first quarter of the twentieth century Methodism found herself in a similar situation.  
Not apples and apples, but the dividing issue was the work of the Holy Spirit. There were those 
who felt the Holy Spirit and His work were best described as mental assent and an abiding 
presence.  Others felt being filled with the Holy Spirit was a charismatic experience and a 
guiding presence.  Like today, there was a third group who were centrists.  They felt caught and 
wished that we could just all get along. They met many times, prayed, wept, and debated ad 
nauseam.  The result was that the Methodist Episcopal Church South gave birth to the Nazarene 
Church at one end of the theological spectrum and the Assembly of God Church at the other end 
of the theological spectrum. Both passionately involved factions left and the centrists were left 
with the remains of the Methodist Episcopal Church South.   

       In 1939 the union of the MEC, South, the MEC, North, and the Methodist Protestant Church 
united to become the Methodist Church.  Later in 1968 the Methodist Church, the Evangelical 
United Brethren, and the Central Conference united to form the United Methodist Church. Now 
at a time of decades long declines in membership we are talking about dividing again. This is a 
profound decision and must be made in all humility in recognition of our brokenness and the 
false hope that has been placed in the goodness of mankind.  Original sin exists and only God is 
good.  Let us all be faithful in our prayers for those who have been called to represent us.  It is 
our Christian duty.  

       Please pray for us as we tour the Holy Land.  Your prayers are sustaining.  I know, because 
your prayers for me and my physicians has brought me back to health and service in our 
Conference.  As this year ends, I am most thankful for your friendship and prayers offered so 
graciously for my recovery.  Thank you and know that I am honored to serve with you in the 
Northwest District.  “God is with us and the best is yet to be.” (John Wesley). 

Alive together in Christ Jesus who is our life (Col.3:1-4), 

        











The Open Door After School Program needs adult volunteers to read to the children.  
For more details please call Open Door: 706-323-5518 









Attend a Connecting Neighbors Training 
To Better Prepare and Respond To Emergencies
The Office of Connectional Ministries is hosting three one-day Connecting Neighbors training events, 
designed to equip and empower individuals and local churches to be a presence in their community (and 
beyond) in the event of a natural or man-made catastrophic event. 
"Connecting Neighbors” is UMCOR’s recently-updated program that gives congregations the tools and 
information they need to guide the development of their disaster-response ministries. Congregations that 
invest their time in “Connecting Neighbors” training are better prepared for what emergencies may come, 
able to draw on local resources more quickly in the wake of a disaster and more confident that United 
Methodists will be a resource for community recovery. 
Too often we only think about disasters when they strike.  When a disaster does strike (and it will) the 
community turns to the church for refuge, support, comfort, and hope.  Are you prepared? The truth is, we 
can be preparing as individual disciples, as congregations, and as communities to prepare for and mitigate 
the effects of the next disaster. Trainings are scheduled for Feb. 10 (Statesboro), March 10 (Macon), and 
April 28 (Tifton). Click here for more information and to register. 
The cost is $10 and includes lunch and materials. For questions or additional information, contact Allison 
Lindsey at allison@sgaumc.com or 888-266-7642. Use this promotional flyer to gather a group from your 
church to attend. 

Upcoming Leadership Conference. 
Robert Anderson, Northwest District Lay Leader 
Please ask your lay leaders and any other leaders in your church to register for one of the two events 
below-whichever location is most convenient for them. Attached is a draft of the agenda. There will be a 
$5.00 registration fee for manuals. Lunch will be provided compliments of the Northwest District.  Please 
contact Robert Anderson with any questions you might have. 
Northwest District Lay Leaders Leadership & Development Conference - Feb. 10, 2018 
The Northwest District Lay Leaders Leadership and Development Conference will be held Feb. 10, 2018, 
from 9:30 a.m. until 2 p.m. at Ellaville United Methodist Church. Registration runs from 9:30 a.m. until 
10 a.m. Conference description: to engage in effective Lay Leaders leadership representation and as a role 
model of Christian discipleship and faith lived out in the church and in daily life and helping to fulfill the 
m i s s i o n a n d v i s i o n . R e g i s t e r :  h t t p s : / / s g a u m c - r e g . b r t a p p . c o m /
NWDistrictLayLeadersLeadershipDevelopmentConferenceEllavilleGAFor more information, contact 
Robert Anderson at robloua62@gmail.com. 
Northwest District Lay Leaders Leadership & Development Conference - Feb. 17, 2018 
The Northwest District Lay Leaders Leadership and Development Conference will be held Feb. 17, 2018, 
from 9:30 a.m. until 2 p.m. at South Columbus United Methodist Church. Registration runs from 9:30 
a.m. until 10 a.m. Conference description: to engage in effective Lay Leaders leadership representation 
and as a role model of Christian discipleship and faith lived out in the church and in daily life and helping 
to fulfill the mission and vision. Register: ! !  For more information, contact Robert Anderson at 1111
robloua62@gmail.com. 

  

Clergy Day Apart Will Focus On Fresh Approaches To Preaching 
A Clergy Day Apart is set for February 12 at Harvest Church in Byron from 10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
Registration and gathering time will begin at 9:30 a.m. This Day Apart, intended for all clergy in the South 
Georgia Conference, will offer mental, spiritual, emotional, and vocational renewal through the inspiring 
leadership of the Rev. Jerry Herships. In the midst of therapeutic laughter clergy will find fresh approaches to 
preaching so that we can be Alive Together in Worship.  
Rev. Jerry Herships, a UMC pastor in the Denver, Colorado area, and Mrs. Claire Bowen, a corporate 
consultant and longtime member of Peachtree Road United Methodist Church in Atlanta, will be our guests 
for the day.  Registration is $15 and includes lunch. Questions? Contact Allison Lindsey at 
allison@sgaumc.com.   




