
Welcome to the Northwest District
On June 5, Bishop Lawson Bryan, announced the 2018-2019 appointments for the Northwest 
District.  They are as follows: 
New to the District: 
Dwight Dunn-Georgetown/Union/Sharon; Linda Laye-The Fellowship at Rose Hill Mission; Robert 
McDaniel-Living Grace; Wayne Morrow, Jr.-Andrew Chapel; Michael Powell-Stephen’s Chapel; Leanette 
Roberson-Richland; Tillford Thomas-Midway; Melissa Traver-St. Peter; Johnny Updike-GSW Wesley 
Foundation;  Duane Whittaker-Bronwood/Smithville; Marcia Williams-Magnolia Manor, Chaplain 
Moving Within the District:
Jeremy Alexander-Buena Vista; Anthony Bankhead-Asbury; Alan Barrett-Waverly Hall/Ellerslie Charge; 
Paul Buckhiester-Shellman/Trinity Charge; David Carter-Bethel (Crawford County); Paul Coats-Howard 
Charge; Hall Grimmett-Byromville/Drayton Charge 
Sadly, we say goodbye to those leaving the Northwest District for appointments in other district.  We 
wish you well and we will miss you. 
Moving to other districts:
Jerry Akin-Riverside; Josh Bizzell-Warner Robins First; Kevin Clotfelter-Centerville, Associate; Larry 
Rollins-Cordele First; Roy White-St. Marys; Bruce Vaughn-Kingsland First 
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Northwest District Office
The United Methodist Church 

1022 B - Second Avenue 
Columbus, Georgia 31901 

Phone 706-561-4541
Edwin M.(Buddy) Cooper, Jr.

District Superintendent
R. Lawson Bryan, Bishop

Northwest District Set-Up Meeting
June 18, 2018
10:00 a.m. - Lunch

Lunch is provided by the Northwest District
St. Mary’s Road United Methodist Church

3993 St. Mary’s Road
Spouses and secretaries invited

  6/11/2018 - Camp Connect: High School Camp
    6/13/2018 - Moving Day

    6/17/2018 - Wesley Glen Day
    6/17/2018 - Father's Day

    6/18/2018 - Camp Connect: Middle School Camp 1



Rev. Tony G. Crosby Hosting Wesley 
Heritage England Tour This November

Rev. Tony G. Crosby and friends from the Epworth UMC will be joining Educational 
Opportunities on their Wesley Heritage Tour of England November 6-14, 2018. The tour 
will trace the footsteps and lives of the founders of our Methodist movement, John and 
Charles Wesley in their home country. 2.0 CEUs are available to pastors taking the tour. 
The trip will cost around $3400. A leisurely 3-day London extension or a tour of Ireland 
are available as add-ons to the trip for an additional cost. Visit www.wesleytour2018.info 
for more information. You can contact Tony at t o n y @ e p w o r t h u m c . c o m o r              
706-329-2484. 

ISRAEL ADVENTURE AND PILGRIMAGE, June 2018
Dr. Spencer and the Rev. Cindy Cox Garrard will lead a summer trip to Israel in June, 2018.  Our trips are led 
by Gilla Treibich, an experienced Jewish guide who knows the Bible as well as most preachers!  You will find 
her delightful and informative.    

Cindy prepares a worship book for the trip, providing Scriptural references, maps, prayers, and hymns for our 
daily devotions and worship experiences, which will include communion on the Sea of Galilee, a renewal of 
vows at the Jordan River, and hymn-singing in St. Anne's Chapel.  Brochures and trip insurance information 
contact cindy@stlukeum.com 706-327-4343 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Rose Hill United Methodist Church 
 Rose Hill UMC is transitioning from a “normal”  UMC to a mission church and at Annual 
Conference the name was changed to The Fellowship at Rose Hill. Linda Laye has been appointed to the 
mission.  As The Fellowship at Rose Hill, we have extra needs due to having no offering given and we need 
the help of volunteer churches as it ministers to those living in extreme poverty. It is in need of:            

• Prayer
• Financial help
• Volunteer churches to bring food/devotionals for the fellowship supper on Tuesday nights 

(enough to feed about 60-70 people; Rose Hill provides paper goods, beverages, desserts)
• Large print Bibles

   
Checks may be mailed to the volunteer administrative assistant at her place of employment, St. Peter UMC 
(6507 Moon Road; Columbus, GA 31909) or to Rose Hill UMC (2101 Hamilton Rd.; Columbus, GA 31904).  

______________________________________________________
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Terms and Conditions 
 
U.S. passport valid through December, 2018, is required; anyone with non-U.S. passport, please contact tour operator. 
 
Payment schedule: $400 deposit required to guarantee a place on the tour.  Second payment of $1800 is due November 15. Final 
payment of $2286 is due April 1.  Credit cards may be used for second and final payments with a non-refundable 5% processing 
fee, which will show up on credit card statements from Rafi Shelef Tourism, Tel Aviv. 
 
Tour price includes . . .  
Air transportation currently on Lufthansa can be on any regularly-scheduled airline, main cabin.  Cancellations after the air tickets 
have been issued are subject to a cancellation penalty as imposed by the airline.  Current air fuel charge and taxes/fees of are 
included and no change is anticipated.  Please note:  frequent flyer miles or credit card points cannot be used to purchase or 
upgrade air tickets; however, if you arrange your own airfare, you can deduct $1200 from the brochure price. 
Accommodations in superior and deluxe hotels, private bath.  Cost for anyone staying in a single room $1204. 
Meals daily buffet breakfasts and dinners in hotels. 
Sightseeing in the itinerary including entrance fees and services of English-speaking guide and individual headsets.  
One regular-sized suitcase, maximum 50 pounds, is currently allowed free of charge plus one personal item and one “carry-on” 
that will fit under the seat ahead or in the overhead bin.  Tour organizers accept no liability for loss or damage to any baggage. 
All tips to guide, driver, hotel and restaurant personnel, and porters are included. 
 
Tour price does not include beverages that are not part of menu; sightseeing or services not specifically mentioned or noted as 
optional; baggage charges that may be implemented by airlines (none as of this printing). 
 

 
Temple Mount with Dome of the Rock above the Western Wall of The Temple from Jesus’ Time 

 
Cancellation policy: No penalty for written cancellations received before November 1, 2017. Written cancellations November 1-
January 15 are subject to a $400 per person cancellation fee.  Written cancellations received January 16-February 15 are subject to 
a 25% cancellation fee of the total tour price.  Written cancellations received February 16-March 31 are subject to a 50% 
cancellation fee of the total tour price. No refund for written cancellations received after March 31.  No refund made for missed 
services while on tour.  In addition to the above cancellation fees, airline tickets are not refundable once issued.  We recommend 
the purchase of travel insurance, which covers medical expenses as well as cancellation penalties and other eventualities.  Please 
note: Healthcare and Medical Costs outside the USA are not covered by basic Medicare; information on travel insurance available 
on written request to ron.cansler@yahoo.com. 
 
Brochure price based on minimum 21 passengers and VAT policy and shekel/dollar exchange rate of July 15, 2017. 
 
Responsibility:   Rev. Cindy Garrard, Dr. Spencer Garrard, St Luke United Methodist Church, Ronald L. Cansler dba Escorted 
Travel Concepts, LLC, and their agents act only in the capacity of agents in all matters, and as such, are not responsible for any 
damage, expense, or inconvenience caused by late plane arrival or departure or by any change of schedule or other condition, nor 
the loss of or damage to any person or property from any cause whatsoever. The sponsoring organization reserves the right to 
withdraw the tour at any time, or make changes in the published itinerary whenever in their sole judgment conditions warrant, or if 
they deem it necessary for the comfort, convenience or safety of the tour.  Services of any regularly-scheduled jet carrier may be 
used on this tour.  Payment of deposit by tour participants indicates acceptance of above terms and conditions. 
 

To register, make out $400 per person check to “Escorted Travel”  
and deliver to The Rev. Cindy Garrard or mail to 

Escorted Travel Concepts—Garrard 
1015 W Kensington Rd, Joplin MO 64801 

Important:  please include email address and phone number with registration check! 
For more information, contact tour operator Ron Cansler:  ron.cansler@yahoo.com, 417-499-8685 

Rev. John Wesley



Camp Connect

 Camp Connect, the camping ministry of the South Georgia 
Conference, gives children and youth the opportunity to spend a week 
away from normal, everyday life in the beauty of God’s creation with 
people who seek to share Christ in the everyday. 
 With a “Blueprints” theme this summer, a week at Camp Connect 
will teach campers what God’s design for their life looks like. Diving 
into scripture and sharing life stories will show them they are created in 
God’s image and created for a purpose. 

 Five camps are scheduled for the summer: one week for high school students, two weeks for middle 
school students, and two weeks for elementary students. Held at Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons Island, 
the week-long camps run from June 11 through July 20. Rising fourth grade students through seniors in high 
school will grow in their faith through Camp Connect camps. 
 For more information, visit www.campconnectumc.org or call (912) 638-8626. 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
Epworth By The Sea Events . . . 

Grown Up Summer Camp:
Outdoor Adventures

June 22-24, 2018
Epworth By The Sea

Enjoy a cruise on a working shrimp boat, cast your nets into the ocean as we go seining; go on a Beach Night Patrol 
looking for turtle hatchlings going to the sea; learn how to “read a fish”; listen to stories; laugh; enjoy good food and 

singing around an indoor campfire!  
Andy Offutt Irwin, Lifelong Camp Counselor and Our Leader 

Brooke Vallaster, Director of Outreach and Marine Science programs Coastal Outdoor Adventurers 
Catherine Ridley, project leader for the sea turtle project on SSI 

Driftwood Education Center’s mission is to cultivate a personal responsibility and awareness of our aquatic 
ecosystems. 

Details:  www.epworthbythesea.org or call 912-638-8688 
______________________________________________________________________________

Winter Conference
January 29 - February 1, 2019

Join Bishops Sue Hampert-Johnson  (North Georgia), Ken Carter (Florida), James Swanson (Mississippi) and 
Lawson Bryan (South Georgia) for Winter Conference 2019 at Epworth By The Sea. 
Dr. Tod Bolsinger, Vice President for Vocation and Formation and Assistant Professor of Practical Theology at 
Fuller Theological Seminary and author of Canoeing the Mountains, Christian Leadership in Uncharted 
Territory, will be the keynote speaker.  
Register Early.  Further information about faculty, preachers, and curriculum will bear announced short. 
_______________________________________________________________________________
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From the Bishop
Stay Calm.  Stay Connected.  Stay the Course.
From the Bishop
R. Lawson Bryan

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 I flew to Chicago Saturday to meet with the Council of Bishops as we finalize our recommendations 
to the 2019 Special Session of the General Conference. As we are meeting, I want to thank you for your 
prayers as well as share what is on my heart. 
 This season has been challenging yet full of hope, and I am thankful for the gracious and prayerful 
way we have walked through it. The faithful laity and clergy of the South Georgia Conference are the ones 
who will decide the future of our conference. 
 It is my understanding that a summary of recommendations will be released following the COB 
meeting. Whatever recommendations come from the Council of Bishops, let us receive them as helpful 
information as we study them, reflect on them, and evaluate them using the values identified in our district 
dialogues. 
 Between now and General Conference 2019 I want to work together with all parts of our annual 
conference to define what a Way Forward needs to look like for South Georgia and then prepare the way so 
that no one feels the need to leave our conference. We are the only ones who can make that choice. We can 
choose to be Alive Together in Christ. And we can define what “together” means for South Georgia. 
 My challenge for all of us is this: let us be Alive Together in Christ following the process outlined in 
Canoeing The Mountains: State your convictions. Stay calm. Stay connected. Stay the course. 
 Before General Conference 2019, we are the South Georgia Conference. After General Conference 
2019, we will be the South Georgia Conference.  
 Stay Calm. Stay Connected. Stay the Course. 

Alive Together, 

Lawson Bryan 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________
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______________________________________________________

Ethnic Local Church Concerns Grants Available
The South Georgia Conference Ethnic Local Church Concerns (ELLC) fund provides small seed money for 
United Methodist local church ministries that have a desire to enhance discipleship-making efforts. We are 
now offering this ELLC fund opportunity. 
To request an application, contact Earnestine Campbell at earnestine@sgaumc.com or visit www.sgaumc.org/
advocacy for more information. 

Applications Being Accepted for S3 Clergy Groups
Deadline is July 1 S3 is a program for sustaining excellence in ministry sponsored by the South Georgia 
Order of Elders and the Board of Ordained Ministry. S3 is a collaborative, small group, action learning 
experience that will help sustain/promote excellence in ordained ministry. You and your peer group develop 
and implement a two-year long small group learning experience focused on three areas: Sabbath, Study, and 
Service. S3 groups are self-selected and self-directed: you choose the members  of your group and you 
develop the S3 learning project for your group (with direction from the S3 project committee). Click here, 
https://www.sgaumc.org/s3sabbathstudyservice, for more information and an application. 
Questions: Contact Rev. Dr. Jimmy R. Asbell, Jr, Director of S3, at jasbell@vinevillemethodist.org or 
478-745-3331.  
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

SGAUMC App
The South Georgia UMC mobile app has gotten a facelift. 
The convenient app – available free of charge for iPhone and Android phones/tablets – recently underwent a 
redesign. Those who have already downloaded the app need only update it to get the latest version. 
“We are continuously looking for ways to enhance how we share news with the clergy and laity of our Annual 
Conference,” said Kelly Roberson, Director of Communications. “Moving to an updated platform for our 
conference app allows us to be more creative in how we communicate by bringing news and highlights in a 
way that’s fast, simple, and easy to use.” 
In addition to the calendar and news, features include connections to both the church and clergy locators, and 
district and conference office information. Users can easily view and interact with conference social media: 
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Pinterest, and Vimeo. Users can also receive up-to-the-minute alerts and 
message notifications sent out by the South Georgia Conference communications office. 
To access the South Georgia Conference’s app, search “South Georgia UMC” in the Google Play or Apple 
stores. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

2018 GA-PAUMCS Annual Conference
August 23-26, 2018

Christ UMC
611 Russell Parkway
Warner Robins, GA 

Deadline for Discounted Hotel Reservations:  August 8, 2018 
Deadline for Conference Registration:  August 3, 2018 

Hotel accommodations will be at Country Inn & Suites, 220 Margie Drive, Warner Robins, GA.  To reserve 
your room, please call (478)971-1664.  We have negotiated a rate under “PAUMCS” of $93+tax per night for 
1-bed King room and $98+tax per night for 2-bed Queen room.  If you plan to room with someone, please let 
reservations know.  Room rates include a continental breakfast at the hotel. www.ga-paumcs.org 
_______________________________________________________________________________________
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