
 
   

Greetings to you all in the name of Jesus Christ! As I write, I 
am surrounded by boxes and things that need to go into boxes. 
Some of you are also going through this same drill, so be 
assured that, 1) Amy and I feel your pain! And, 2) We will be 
praying for you in this time of transition.  
  

Change certainly seems to be the theme for the Patton family for the summer of 
2019! Our daughter, Hannah, just finished her first year of law school. On May 
15th, I helped her move from one side of Athens to another, as she prepares for 
her second year. Our middle son, Justin, is getting married (to Brittany) in late 
July. After the wedding they will be living in either Atlanta or Athens. And our 
oldest son, Jordan, is graduating from residency in Augusta at the end of June, 
and will be moving with his wife, Elizabeth, and their two daughters, Emmie and 
Ella, to Blue Ridge, Georgia. With all this moving going on, this summer 
promises to be filled with boxes, bubble wrap and sore backs! 

Moving, like all big changes, can be stressful and disruptive. But change can also 
lead us to exciting new experiences and opportunities for growth. When we are 
going through transitions, we may discover new understandings of God’s grace 
and his calling on our lives. I have been blessed to serve six wonderful churches 
in South Georgia in my thirty-two years of pastoral ministry. In each of these 
churches, and in the communities where we have lived, we have been blessed by 
wonderful people and special experiences that have shaped us as a family and 
contributed to our faith. I am deeply grateful for all the places we have been, and 
for the people God has placed in our lives.  

And now, Amy and I are excited about moving to Muscogee County and the 
awesome Northwest District! In a few days, the movers will show up and we will 
be coming your way. Our new address will be 5051 Grandtree Way, Midland. 
Please feel welcome to stop by anytime if you are in the neighborhood. I am 
looking forward to serving as your Superintendent and getting to know you and 
all the wonderful churches of our district! 

Steve 
___________________________________________________________________________________________  
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Northwest District Office
The United Methodist Church 

233 - 13th Street
Columbus, Georgia 31901 

Phone 706-561-4541
Steve Patton

District Superintendent
R. Lawson Bryan, BishopMay Newsletter



The Northwest District Office has relocated to: 
The Corporate Center

233 - 13th Street
Columbus, GA 31901

Our mailing address is the same:  P. O. Box 430, Columbus, GA 31902

___________________________________________________________

Elections Results
The South Georgia Conference elected four clergy and four lay delegates to General Conference and four clergy 
and four lay delegates to Jurisdictional Conference as well two clergy and two lay alternates.   

Clergy 
General Conference Delegates (4) 
Jim Cowart 
Robert Beckum 
Doreen Smalls 
Jay Hanson 
  
Jurisdictional Conference Delegates (4) 
Robert Greene (alternate to General Conference) 
Scott Hagan (alternate to General Conference) 
Jimmy Towson 
David Thompson 
Alternate Jurisdictional Conference Delegates (2) 
Scott Tucker 
Alaina Harrison 
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Northwest District Set-Up Meeting
Monday, June 17, 2019

St. Luke UMC Ministry Center
10:00 a.m. - Lunch

Spouses and Secretaries invited

Laity 
General Conference Delegates (4) 
Bill Hatcher 
Jennifer Cowart 
Allison Lindsey 
Larry Price 
  
Jurisdictional Conference Delegates (4) 
Richard Shinhoster (alternate to General Conference) 
Brenda Adams (alternate to General Conference) 
Chuck Cowart 
Steve Rumford 
Alternate Jurisdictional Conference Delegates (2) 
Debbie Turner 
Jeff Barker 



Georgia Pastors’ School 
The 2019 Georgia Pastors' School is set for July 
15-18 at Epworth By The Sea on St.Simons 
Island. 
Georgia Pastors' School provides inspiration, 
education, fellowship, fun and relaxation for 
North and South Georgia clergy and their 
families. The school is supported by the tuition 
of attendees, an endowment established by the 

board of managers, an annual gift from the North Georgia Conference, and the generous contributions of our 
sponsors who provide refreshments during breaks and fellowship times. The school is managed by pastors for 
pastors from both the North and South Georgia Conferences. Active and retired United Methodist clergy and their 
families are cordially invited to experience this combination of continuing education and personal renewal. 
More details can be found at www.georgiapastorsschool.org 

Dooly Kids Camp
Join us in Vienna, GA this summer for God Speaks! 3rd-5th graders (completed) will dive into answering some 
tough questions about God and find out if, how, and when He speaks. We will study God's Word together, 
worship, pray, play TONS of games, build friendships, and have lots of FUN. June 23-26, Cost: $125,  Register 
online @ www.doolycamptround.net Have questions? Contact Allison @ 229.894.1789 or Kim @ 229.300.2752 
or by email - doolykidscamp@gmail.com Deadline for registration is June 12. Camp is sponsored by the 
Northwest District of the South Georgia Conference.  

Applications being accepted for S3 clergy groups  
Applications are now available for clergy wanting to participate in an S3 group. S3 is a collaborative, small group, 
action-learning experience for clergy that helps sustain and promote excellence in ordained ministry. Participants 
develop and implement a two year small group learning experience focused on three areas: Sabbath, Study, and 
Service. S3 groups are self-selected and self-directed: participants choose the members of their group and develop 
their group’s S3 learning project (with direction from the S3 project committee). Detailed information and an 
application can be found here: Contact Dr. Jimmy Asbell, S3 director, at jasbell@vinevillemethodist.org or 
478-745-3331. 
APPLICATION (Due July 1, 2019)-TO WATCH A VIDEO EXPLAINING S3 https://vimeo.com/channels/111514 
___________________________________________________________________________________________

Church Dashboard Assistance 
Some of you may need help with your church dashboard if you are handling Discipleship Reporting, and some of 
the Charge Conference forms. You can find a manual on: http://www.sgaumc.org/files/files_library/
churchdashboardmanual.pdf Also, here is a link for a webinar/video from Connectional Ministries that explains 
your Church Dashboard step by step: http://www.screencast.com/t/aClMw5bsxd  

Our Connection Matters 
Each month Our Connection Matters offered a toolkit which includes a wealth of resources focusing on a different 
theme to resource your local church in nurture, outreach, witness and advocacy ministries. 
If  you would like more information, contact Allison Lindsey at allison@sgaumc.com  It’s through our connect 
that we can learn best practices and help each other bear fruit for discipleship and kingdom building!    Subscribe 
to receive future issues. 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Watch A Free Webinar
(UMCom)  An online library of free webinars is available to watch on demand.  These webinars offer training and tips 
to help your church use new tools to communicate with members and reach out to your community.  Current topics 
include YouTube, social media Q&A, promoting events on Facebook, Advent outreach and branding. 
http://www.umcom.org/learn/webinars-for-church-leaders.



Clergy Spouses’ Please put this on your 2020 calendar . . .  

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 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North and South Georgia
Joint Clergy Spouses’ Retreat

MARCH 13-15, 2020
EPWORTH-BY-THE-SEA

To See God More Clearly:
When I focus on God, my vision is always 20/20

SPEAKER: FRAN MAGONI
(Associate Pastor at Martha Bowman UMC)

not by



Upcoming Events at Lake Junaluska

Lake Junaluska makes planning your ski getaway simple -- we take 
care of the details while you enjoy time with your family or group.  
Our ski packages include lodging at Lake Junaluska, meals, ski lift 
tickets, boots, skis or snowboards, and a lesson at the ski area.  For 
information on group ski packages, winter youth retreats and Boy 
Scout retreats, please call 800-222-4930.  Register Now! 
•Marriage Enrichment Retreats at Lake Junaluska
We are created for a lifetime of love and intimacy, but relationships 

can be hard, even for the happiest couples. Distance, frustration and 
disconnection can enter through any number of life's events. 
Come to a Christian-based marriage retreat at Lake Junaluska to better understand your partner and learn to 
cultivate a warmer, more joyful and loving relationship. 
WHAT YOU WILL LEARN AND APPLY: 
-          How to strengthen essential psychological and spiritual foundations for healthy, happy relationships 
-          How to stop rigid negative patterns in communication that lead to frustration and disconnection 
-          How to be more accessible, responsive and engaged in your relationship 
-          How to better understand your partner and help them to understand you 
-          How to share your deepest needs for support, love and affection and respond to those same needs in your 
partner 
Pastoral participants earn 1.5 CEUs for participation in this program. This retreat is perfect for pastors who 
regularly do marriage counseling, or anyone who wants to strengthen the bond in their marriage. 
Cost:  
-          Marriage Enrichment Program for two people: $350  
-          Two nights lodging for two people and five meals (Monday breakfast through Tuesday lunch) for two 
people (required): $319 
Dates:     August 18-20, 2019 
-           September 29 - October 1, 2019 
Learn more at www.lakejunaluska.com/marriage or call 800-222-4930. 

____________________________

Lake Junaluska Summer Youth Events  

THEME - KAIROS: YOUR MOMENT OF OPPORTUNITY  
Lake Junaluska is running a special promotion for its summer youth events—for every 12 youth you register for 
the June 30-July 3 event featuring Jeremy Steele and Zachariah Suggs, one youth leader may come 
absolutely FREE (including lodging, meals, and program). That program features illusionist Joshua Lozoff, who 
performed last year on Penn and Teller. This is a $299-$449 value. Youth sharing your room must pay the regular 
rates. Other events are still open too! The full list is below.  
Event 1: June 15-19 
Rev. Andy Lambert with Jimmy Atkins and the Light ’Em Ups and a talent show, outdoor movie and Sunday morning 
worship in Stuart Auditorium  
Event 2: June 20-23 
Rev. Juan Huertas with Abbye West Pates and a talent show  
Event 3: June 23-27 
Guest speaker Stephanie Caro with Abbye West Pates and a talent show and outdoor movie  
Event 4: June 27-30 
Rev. Janjay Innis with Zachariah Suggs and illusionist Josh Lozoff  
Event 5: June 30 - July 3 
Rev. Jeremy Steele with Zachariah Suggs and illusionist Josh Lozoff  
Event 6: July 10-14 
Rev. Kevin Wright with Jimmy Atkins and the Light ’Em Ups and a talent show and comedian  
Register today at www.lakejunaluska.com/summeryouth or call 828-454-6727.  

__________________________________________________ 
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The Shepherd’s Fund is updating how they will receive and process applications. They are getting enough 
applications that processing the paper ones is a bit of a task, so they are trying to digitize it. 
They prefer everyone to use the new online application system, as it will make the entire process quicker and 
easier for everyone.  The paper application is still available but they prefer everyone use the online process.
The link for the website is www.theshepherdsfund.org.  Please check out the website, it includes the 
Shepherds Fund video, what the fund is about, the process, online application link, paper application link, 
testimonials and a FAQ section.
The old link for the online application will be redirected to the new website.

_________________________________________________________________________________
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Celeste Vernon, M.A., Board Certified Christian Counselor, is now seeing patients at Upatoi United 
Methodist Church.  Celeste came to Christ through the ministry of  the United Methodist Church, 
having grown up at Pine Forest UMC in Dublin.  God continued to nurture her faith and refine her 
call to ministry during her college years as she was involved in leadership at the Wesley Foundation 
of  the University of  Georgia.  There she received a Bachelor of  Arts in Psychology.  She studied 
Pastoral Counseling at Asbury Theological seminary and received a Master’s Degree in Marriage and 
Family Therapy from Mercer University in Macon.  Her experience includes 25+ years counseling in 
churches and non-profit ministries across South Georgia.  She has served alongside her husband, 
Rev. Sam Vernon, in the South Georgia Conference for 30 years.  They have 2 young adult sons, 
Rhett and Mitchell. 

In her counseling Celeste seeks to combine her experience and training in dealing with the complex 
problems in living with a distinctively Christian world-view to ensure excellent care that is consistent 
with and strengthens one’s faith.  She believes that the Bible speaks to all of  life and to all of  its 
problems, but sometimes it takes careful thought and prayerful wisdom to know how to make those 
connections.  She believes that real change comes when people learn to see themselves and their 
problems in the context of  a living, vital relationship with Christ.  She uses Scripture to sincerely and 
gently point individuals to a person and a relationship – Jesus as our Savior and Redeemer. 

Her counseling addresses the following issues: 

• Pre-marital counseling 
• Marriage, parenting and family issues 
• Depression, anxiety, anger, grief, and other emotional struggles 
• Eating disorders 
• Responding to various kinds of  abuse and trauma 
• Personality disorders 
• Identity issues 
• Assurance of  salvation and guilt 

Celeste is a member of  the American Association of  Christian Counselors and holds an 
accreditation through the Board of  Christian Professional and Pastoral Counseling.  She has 
contracted with Upatoi United Methodist Church and is solely supported by the financial donations 
of  her clients.   

For more information, to make a referral or schedule an appointment please contact Celeste directly 
by phone: (912) 230-6613 or email: celestedvernon@gmail.com.

CELESTE VERNON, M.A., Board Certified Christian Counselor
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