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May Newsletter

Edwin M. (Buddy) Cooper, Jr.

The new superintendent, Rev. Steve Patton, will be
moving into Muscogee County next month. Steve and
Amy closed yesterday on the house that will be their
home in their new appointment. The Pattons have three
grown children. The office will be moved in mid-May
to the eighth floor of The Corporate Center across from
First Baptist Church. Steve will begin his ministry with
us with a wonderful northwest view from the new
district offices. A welcome will be planned for the
Pattons in June.

Steve became a probationary member of the SGC at the 1987 Annual Conference.
He was ordained as Elder by Bishop Looney at the 1990 Annual Conference. Steve
Patton’s service record is one of excellence. He served in order: 1987 Newington;
1991 Leslie (NW District); 1995 Stripling Terrace (NW District); 2000 Trinity, Waycross;
2005 Pine Forest, Dublin; 2014 Wesley at Frederica; 2019 Northwest District
Superintendent.
If you would like to drop the Pattons a note of welcome to our district, their
mailing address is: 6520 Frederica Road, St. Simons Island, GA 31522. Steve and Amy
would love to hear from you. Continue to pray for our transition and for the future of our
Northwest District, our South Georgia Annual Conference, and our United Methodist
Church. It is with joy that I anticipate Steve and Amy being our District family. Join me
in praying for all of us as we serve under Steve’s leadership during the most
transformative days our church has ever seen.
In His Service Together, Always,
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Please join us
Retirement Celebration
Honoring
The Reverend Dr. Edwin M. Cooper, Jr.
May 19, 2019
Drop-In: 4:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Remarks: 5:00 p.m.
St. Paul United Methodist Church
Fellowship Hall
2101 Wildwood Avenue
Columbus, Georgia

2019 Annual Conference Session
June 2-5
The Columbus Georgia Convention & Trade Center
Columbus, GA
Please ask your delegates to make their reservations as soon as possible. Hotels
Valley Hospitality in Columbus has secured over 600 rooms for our event. All of the

hotels on the list will be providing shuttle service to the Convention & Trade Center.
Rooms must be booked by May 1 to receive the discounted price.
Valley Hospitality has created a website just for South Georgia Conference United
Methodists to make booking your hotel easy and streamlined. For those who prefer to
make reservations over the phone, they have provided the phone number for each hotel
on the website.
For your convenience, accommodations have been arranged at the hotels below. You can
book by phone at the number listed beside each hotel or using the 'Book online!' link on
the next page.
If you have any questions or issues booking rooms for your group, please contact our Concierge Service Team at
(706) 489-4037 or concierge@valleyhospitality.com.
Interested in booking a banquet or special event? Please contact Lindsay Norton at lnorton@valleyhospitality.com
for any of your catering or event space needs.
●$129/nt • Book online!
Columbus Marriott • 0.1 miles
800 Front Ave • Columbus, GA 31901
706-324-1800
●$124/nt • Book online!
DoubleTree Hotel Columbus • 5.5 miles
5351 Sidney Simons Blvd • Columbus, GA 31904
706-327-6868
●$109/nt • Book online!
Hampton Inn Columbus North • 8.3 miles
7390 Bear Lane • Columbus, GA 31909
706-256-2222!$119/nt • Book online!
Hampton Inn Columbus South • 6.7 miles
2870 S Lumpkin Road • Columbus, GA 31903
706-660-5550

●$109/nt • Book online!
SpringHill Suites Columbus • 6.7 miles
5415 Whittlesey Blvd • Columbus, GA 31909
706-576-3773
●$109/nt • Book online!
TownePlace Suites Columbus • 5.3 miles
4534 Armour Road • Columbus, GA 31904
706-322-3001
●$109/nt • Book online!
Fairfield Inn & Suites Columbus • 5.3 miles
4510 Armour Road • Columbus, GA 31904
706-317-3600

If you have any questions or issues booking rooms: Please contact Valley Hospitality's Concierge Service Team at

(706) 489-4037 or concierge@valleyhospitality.com.
Banquets: If you have a group that would like to plan a banquet or special event, contact Lisa Marie Ming at
lming@stlukeum.com or 706-256-1017.
Questions: For questions regarding the business of Annual Conference, please contact Dr. Nita Crump at
ncrump@sgaumc.com
For questions regarding local arrangements: please contact Maggie Roberson, maggie@stlukeum.com or
706-327-4343.
For general inquiries: contact Kelly Roberson at 912-270-6172 or kelly@sgaumc.com.
Social Media for the 2019 Annual Conference:
Facebook: www.facebook.com/sgaumc •Twitter: www.twitter.com/sgaumc / #sgaumc•Instagram: #sgaumc
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Election of General and Jurisdictional Conference delegations at Annual Conference
The South Georgia Conference will elect its delegation to the 2020 General and Jurisdictional Conferences during
the 2019 Annual Conference Session in Columbus, Ga., June 2-5. Four (4) clergy and four (4) lay delegates to
General Conference will be elected. An additional four (4) clergy and four (4) lay delegates will be chosen to
complete the Jurisdictional Conference delegation. Alternates will also be elected. Those who are interested in
declaring their interest in serving as delegates are encouraged to read the information and complete the
appropriate form. The forms are a means for candidates to share information that allows members of the annual
conference to make informed decisions.
The General Conference is the global gathering of The United Methodist Church where mission and ministry
priorities are established and The Book of Discipline is reviewed for possible revisions. The General Conference
is the policy setting body of United Methodism. The 2020 General Conference will be held May 5-15 in
Minneapolis, Minn.
The Southeastern Jurisdictional Conference meets July 15-18, 2020, in Lake Junaluska, N.C., to coordinate the
connected ministry and mission of the region and to elect and assign Bishops for leadership in the Church.
The 2005 session of the South Georgia Annual Conference established a policy on elections in an effort to “create
a level playing field and be fair with all potential candidates.” This policy was revised at the 2014 session of the
South Georgia Annual Conference and can be found online at www.sgaumc.org/policies.
April 1, 2019 - May 30, 2019: The conference website will be open for receiving information from those
interested in serving on the delegation. Candidates will be able to share, in a statement of up to 300 words, their
interests, issues, concerns, convictions, qualifications, and other information to aid the annual conference in
electing a representative delegation.
The website will remain open through May 30, 2019, for persons interested in declaring their desire to serve as a
delegate. The profiles of lay and clergy candidates will remain available through the Annual Conference session.
According to the policy, the elections process is an attempt to bring all of us together, level the playing field, make
the process public and fully transparent, and help us stay in covenant together. Any mass communication
conducted outside the website, through printed or electronic means, undermines this covenant.
The Book of Discipline outlines the prerequisites for being elected to the delegation:
CLERGY: All clergy members in full connection (Full Elders and Full Deacons) are eligible for election whether
or not they declare their interest to serve or furnish information on the conference elections website. The Presiding
Bishop and/or Conference Secretary frequently will remind clergy that all eligible persons may be elected whether
or not they have declared their candidacy.
LAITY: To be eligible for election, persons should be both professing members of The United Methodist Church
for at least two years and active participants in The United Methodist Church for at least four years. There is no
age requirement as long as membership and participation requirements are met. Although it is recommended that
lay candidates declare their desire to stand for election through the conference website before the announced
deadline, this recommendation does not preclude candidates from introducing themselves during the Laity
Orientation Session in an election year.
For both lay and clergy, candidates must be willing to devote three weeks of their time to attend these conferences
plus other days to attend meetings of the delegation, and should expect that they will bear a portion of the cost of
being a delegate, since the per diem rates often do not cover all costs.
Persons with additional questions may contact Dr. Nita Crump, Conference Secretary, at nitac@sgaumc.com.
Annual Conference Special Offering to benefit Moscow Theological Seminary in Russia
During the 2019 Annual Conference session, South Georgia United Methodists will have the opportunity to
partner with United Methodists in Russia through the Conference’s special offering, which has been designated to
support Moscow United Methodist Seminary. Offerings will help provide the means for students to attend the
seminary and will help the seminary continue to be instrumental in helping revive Methodism in Russia.
“Our special offering will support the training of generations of pastors who will preach the Gospel in Russia and
surrounding countries,” Bishop R. Lawson Bryan said. “We are reminded of John Wesley’s statement, ‘The world
is my parish.’ Thank you for giving to this special offering through which South Georgia can be part of helping
others come to know Jesus as Savior and serve Him as Lord.”
Congregations are encouraged to watch a video to hear Dr. Nikolaev’s testimony and share his story and the story
of Moscow United Methodist Seminary.
For more detailed information and to download a bulletin insert and video to use to promote the special offering,
visit www.sgaumc.org/specialoffering. Congregations are encouraged to send and present their offering during
Annual Conference’s June 2 opening worship service.
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Book of Recommendations and Reports

Business items for the 2019 Annual Conference session are contained in the Book of Recommendations and Reports (BOR).
One of the purposes of the BOR is to encourage delegates to read the recommendations, reports, and resolutions prior to
arriving at conference. A good delegate is a prepared delegate.
The 2015 Annual Conference session voted that all Annual Conference materials, including the Book of Recommendations
and Reports, be made available online on the conference website and through other electronic means. The BOR is now
available for download as a PDF file at no cost in its entirety or in sections. You can also purchase it for $5 (plus tax and
shipping) as a professionally bound book through lulu.com. Additionally, a version has been designed specifically for those
wishing to utilize the information in electronic form only.
A complete conference agenda may be found in the BOR (please note that it is subject to change). Please check out “AC
2019” regularly on the conference website as we get closer to annual conference. There are some reports that will appear on
the website which are not included in the BOR. These reports will be important to have with you during the Annual
Conference session. Please download onto your digital device, or print out, all the materials that you wish to have with you,
because wireless internet capabilities in the Conference Center may be limited.
Option #1: On-demand printing of the 2019 Book of Recommendations and Reports through LULU.com.
To order your printed copy today. http://www.lulu.com/shop/south-georgia-conference/2019-south-georgia-annualconference-book-of-recommendations-and-reports/paperback/product-24076438.html
Use discount code ONEFIVE to save 15% off all print products. Expires May 2.
Option #2: Digital download / free PDF for making Printed Copies or Electronic Viewing
The Book of Recommendations and Reports is also available as a free PDF download. Adobe Acrobat Reader is required to
download the file(s). If you don’t already have it installed, visit www.adobe.com and follow the instructions. If you are
viewing the document electronically, the page numbers have been formatted to match the printed version, enabling you to
easily find a page when referenced during the Annual Conference session.
Full version of the 2019 Book of Recommendations and Reports for printing/Electronic Viewing:
2019 Book of Recommendations and Reports (140 pages)
Section versions of the 2019 Book of Recommendations and Reports for printing/Electronic Viewing:
Section 1 - Preparing for Annual Conference (22 pages)
Section 2 - Recommendations (45 pages)
Section 3 - Consent Calendar (Reports) (83 pages)

*The Conference is using www.Lulu.com, an online print-on-demand publishing company, to print the 2019 Book
of Recommendations and Reports. Orders will be made and processed via their secure website and shipped
directly from their facility.
___________________________________________________________________________

Judicial Council releases rulings on Traditional Plan, exit strategy

On April 26, 2019, the Judicial Council, The United Methodist Church’s top court, ruled that parts of the Traditional Plan
passed at the 2019 General Conference were constitutional (other parts were previously ruled unconstitutional). The Judicial
Council also ruled the exit strategy passed at General Conference is constitutional and places many of the decisions around
this topic into the hands of conference trustees and the annual conferences.
“Today’s ruling brings clarity to two questions that emerged from the special session of General Conference last February,”
said Bishop R. Lawson Bryan. “First, the question of the constitutionality of the Traditional Plan. Second, the question of the
constitutionality of the amended Taylor Petition outlining a process for a local church to disaffiliate.
“We now know that the Traditional Plan petitions that were believed to be constitutional are, in fact, constitutional. We also
know that the denomination now has a disaffiliation plan for local churches,” Bishop Bryan said. “This clarity is helpful for
us as we prepare for annual conference in June.”
The new legislation will take effect Jan. 1, 2020.
General Conference is the top legislative body for all matters related to The United Methodist Church and is the only body
that can speak for The United Methodist Church. The next General Conference session will be May 5-15, 2020, in
Minneapolis, Minn.
“My prayer is that we can move forward and direct our energies toward making disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world,” Bishop Bryan said.
For a UMNS summary of the Judicial Council’s rulings.
https://www.umnews.org/en/news/court-oks-part-of-traditional-plan-exit-plan
The Judicial Council decisions can be found in their entirety at:
http://www.umc.org/decisions/search-results?search:decision_number==1378
http://www.umc.org/decisions/search-results?search:decision_number==1379
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Northwest District Set-Up Meeting
Monday, June 17, 2019
St. Luke UMC Ministry Center
10:00 a.m. - Lunch
Spoofing E-mails Being Sent From Fake Address
The conference office has been notified of a spoofing email making the rounds to
various South Georgia United Methodists appearing as a message from Bishop
Bryan. We recommend that you don't
open attachments or give your personal information to anyone unless you are
sure about the email address.
We ask that you submit/flag the email to your provider as spam. Remember now
and in the future that the conference sends emails from official conference emails
addresses only.
Anytime you receive what seems to be a suspicious email, check the South Georgia Conference
website for confirmation before clicking links or responding to the email.
__________________________________________________________________________________

Vidalia Onions Support Open Door and Our House

Enjoy sweet Vidalia onions and support Open Door and Our House at the same time. The Kiwanis Club of Greater Columbus
has for the past 21 years sold Vidalia Onions and raised over $200,000 and donated it all to children and youth ministries in
the Columbus area. In addition to supporting Open Door and Our House, donations have been made to eight other children &
youth ministries. If you are interested in a 10 lb bag ($10) or a 25 lb bag ($22), please contact Rev. Ronnie Culpepper
(retrevron09@aol.com) (706-325-1914).

Dooly Kids Camp

Join us in Vienna, GA this summer for God Speaks! 3rd-5th graders (completed) will dive
into answering some tough questions about God and find out if, how, and when He speaks.
We will study God's Word together, worship, pray, play TONS of games, build friendships,
and have lots of FUN. June 23-26, Cost: $125,
Register online @
www.doolycamptround.net Have questions? Contact Allison @ 229.894.1789 or Kim @
229.300.2752 or by email - doolykidscamp@gmail.com Deadline for registration is June 12. Camp is sponsored
by the Northwest District of the South Georgia Conference.

Campers Will Turn the World Upside Down for Jesus
Don’t miss out on the opportunity for your child to spend a week away from normal everyday life in the beauty of
God’s creation with people who seek to share Christ in the everyday. Register today for Camp Connect, the camping ministry
of the South Georgia Conference.
With an “Upside Down” theme this summer, a week at Camp Connect will teach campers how to turn the world upside down
for Jesus. Diving into scripture and sharing life stories will show them they are can make an impact for Christ in their own
schools and communities.
“My prayer, as each camper registration comes through, is that everyone will have the opportunity to encounter Christ in a
powerful, life-changing way during their week at camp,” said Suzanne Akins, Camp Director. “There is something so rare
and unique about shutting down technology, looking eye to eye with people, sharing meals, laughing, playing, and
worshipping together day after day, night after night.”
Each morning at camp begins with a Morning Show, an interactive high-energy gathering with music, skits, and
announcements for the day. From there, each team's day is filled with swimming, marsh walks, trips to the beach, fishing,
Bible studies, art, and indoor/outdoor games. Each evening is a camp-wide activity bringing out the best of competitions.
Camp closes each night with a worship service of meaningful skits, powerful music, testimonies and relevant speakers.udents
who are committed to serving Christ through working with children and youth during the summer are the full-time camp
counselors. Each staff member has been interviewed by the Camp Ministry Team, passed a background check, attended 10
days of training, and is supervised by Camp Director Suzanne Akins.
For more information, visit www.campconnectumc.org or call (912) 638-8626.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
May 2019
Page 7

James Leon and Myrtice Marie K. Peed Scholarship
There are Peed Scholarships available for certified candidates in the South Georgia Conference.
A Peed Scholarship applicant requirements
A Peed Scholarship applicant must be:
・A member of the South Georgia Annual Conference
・A certified candidate for ministry by a South Georgia Districted Committee on Ordained
・Ministry (including a provisional member of the SGA Conference)
・A full-time undergraduate student at an accredited college or university, or a full-time or part-time
seminary student at a UM-related seminary or a UM University Senate approved seminary, pursuing academic
requirements for ordination as a Deacon or Elder.
・Intending to serve at least 5 years after ordination in or through the South Georgia Conference
Lesley G. Baskette, Director of Administration, GA UMCCommission Higher Education & Collegiate Ministries
P. O. Box 1529
Carrollton, GA 30112
770-854-7283

The United Methodist Connectional Federal Credit Union
Is Offering Scholarships To College Bound Students

Four people between the ages of 17 - 35 will have the opportunity to win a $1000.00 scholarship within the four
conferences: Florida UMC Conference, Alabama - West Florida UMC Conference, North Georgia UMC
Conference, South Georgia UMC Conference Deadline to apply is April 30, 2019 and each winner will be
notified during the month prior to each Annual Conference. The Winner of each Confernce will be announced
at the Conference. For Eligibility: and to Apply Online go to UMCFCU2019COLLEGESCHOLARSHIP.

Upcoming Events at Lake Junaluska

Lake Junaluska makes planning your ski getaway simple -- we take
care of the details while you enjoy time with your family or group.
Our ski packages include lodging at Lake Junaluska, meals, ski lift
tickets, boots, skis or snowboards, and a lesson at the ski area. For
information on group ski packages, winter youth retreats and Boy
Scout retreats, please call 800-222-4930. Register Now!
•Marriage Enrichment Retreats at Lake Junaluska
We are created for a lifetime of love and intimacy, but relationships
can be hard, even for the happiest couples. Distance, frustration and
disconnection can enter through any number of life's events.
Come to a Christian-based marriage retreat at Lake Junaluska to better understand your partner and learn to
cultivate a warmer, more joyful and loving relationship.
WHAT YOU WILL LEARN AND APPLY:
How to strengthen essential psychological and spiritual foundations for healthy, happy relationships
How to stop rigid negative patterns in communication that lead to frustration and disconnection
How to be more accessible, responsive and engaged in your relationship
How to better understand your partner and help them to understand you
How to share your deepest needs for support, love and affection and respond to those same needs in your
partner
Pastoral participants earn 1.5 CEUs for participation in this program. This retreat is perfect for pastors who
regularly do marriage counseling, or anyone who wants to strengthen the bond in their marriage.
Cost:
Marriage Enrichment Program for two people: $350
Two nights lodging for two people and five meals (Monday breakfast through Tuesday lunch) for two
people (required): $319
Dates: August 18-20, 2019
September 29 - October 1, 2019
Learn more at www.lakejunaluska.com/marriage or call 800-222-4930.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
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The Shepherd’s Fund is updating how they will receive and process applications. They are getting enough
applications that processing the paper ones is a bit of a task, so they are trying to digitize it.
They prefer everyone to use the new online application system, as it will make the entire process quicker and
easier for everyone. The paper application is still available but they prefer everyone use the online process.
The link for the website is www.theshepherdsfund.org.
Please check out the website, it includes the
Shepherds Fund video, what the fund is about, the process, online application link, paper application link,
testimonials and a FAQ section.
The old link for the online application will be redirected to the new website.

May 2019

Page 9

CELESTE VERNON, M.A., Board Certified Christian Counselor
Celeste Vernon, M.A., Board Certified Christian Counselor, is now seeing patients at Upatoi United
Methodist Church. Celeste came to Christ through the ministry of the United Methodist Church,
having grown up at Pine Forest UMC in Dublin. God continued to nurture her faith and refine her
call to ministry during her college years as she was involved in leadership at the Wesley Foundation
of the University of Georgia. There she received a Bachelor of Arts in Psychology. She studied
Pastoral Counseling at Asbury Theological seminary and received a Master’s Degree in Marriage and
Family Therapy from Mercer University in Macon. Her experience includes 25+ years counseling in
churches and non-profit ministries across South Georgia. She has served alongside her husband,
Rev. Sam Vernon, in the South Georgia Conference for 30 years. They have 2 young adult sons,
Rhett and Mitchell.
In her counseling Celeste seeks to combine her experience and training in dealing with the complex
problems in living with a distinctively Christian world-view to ensure excellent care that is consistent
with and strengthens one’s faith. She believes that the Bible speaks to all of life and to all of its
problems, but sometimes it takes careful thought and prayerful wisdom to know how to make those
connections. She believes that real change comes when people learn to see themselves and their
problems in the context of a living, vital relationship with Christ. She uses Scripture to sincerely and
gently point individuals to a person and a relationship – Jesus as our Savior and Redeemer.
Her counseling addresses the following issues:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Pre-marital counseling
Marriage, parenting and family issues
Depression, anxiety, anger, grief, and other emotional struggles
Eating disorders
Responding to various kinds of abuse and trauma
Personality disorders
Identity issues
Assurance of salvation and guilt

Celeste is a member of the American Association of Christian Counselors and holds an
accreditation through the Board of Christian Professional and Pastoral Counseling. She has
contracted with Upatoi United Methodist Church and is solely supported by the financial donations
of her clients.
For more information, to make a referral or schedule an appointment please contact Celeste directly
by phone: (912) 230-6613 or email: celestedvernon@gmail.com.
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Our Connection Matters
Each month Our Connection Matters offered a toolkit which includes a wealth of resources focusing on a
different theme to resource your local church in nurture, outreach, witness and advocacy ministries.
If you would like more information, contact Allison Lindsey at allison@sgaumc.com It’s through our
connection that we can learn best practices and help each other bear fruit for discipleship and kingdom
building!
Subscribe to receive future issues.

Watch A Free Webinar
(UMCom) An online library of free webinars is available to watch on demand. These webinars offer training
and tips to help your church use new tools to communicate with members and reach out to your community.
Current topics include YouTube, social media Q&A, promoting events on Facebook, Advent outreach and
branding. http://www.umcom.org/learn/webinars-for-church-leaders.

DistrictSuperintendent’s Calendar
2019
May
22 Moving Pastors’ workshop Riverside UMC 10:30-2:00
June 2-5 AC at Trade Center Columbus

May Events . . .
May 4
Early Response Team Training - Columbus
May 5
Native American Ministries Sunday
May 12
Magnolia Manor Sunday
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