
2017 Northwest District Conference Schedule
Cluster Conference Location Conference Date Conference Time

5 Dawson December 3 4:00 p.m.

6 Cuthbert November 19 4:00 p.m.

7 Wynnton November 12 4:00 p.m.

8 South Columbus November 5 4:00 p.m.
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Northwest District Office
The United Methodist Church 

1022 B - Second Avenue 
Columbus, Georgia 31901 

Phone 706-561-4541
Edwin M.(Buddy) Cooper, Jr.

District Superintendent
R. Lawson Bryan, Bishop

Cluster 5:             Americus 1st, Andersonville, Bronwood, Smithville, Concord, Dawson, Graves, Lee Street,                 
     Morningside, Plains, Preston, Salem, Sasser 
Devoted Dozen:  Mt. Olive/Parrott, Cuthbert, Georgetown, Sharon, Union, Lumpkin, Sardis, Wesley Chapel,          
     Richland, Shellman, Stephen’s Chapel, Trinity 
Fall Line:     Upatoi, Box Springs, Talbotton, Collinsworth, Corinth, Olive Branch, Evan’s Chapel,  
     Matthew’s Chapel, Midland, Wynnton 
Cluster 8:     Cusseta, Marvin, Asbury, Living Grace, M.L.Harris, Midway, South Columbus, St. Luke, 
     St. Mary’s Road, East Highland 

The Northwest District Ministers' and Spouses' 
Christmas Luncheon 
December 2, 2017 

12:00 noon 
 Upatoi United Methodist Church 

              13730 Macon Road 
           Upatoi, GA 

                Reservation Deadline:  November 15 
               gailgrantham@aol.com

DayLight Saving Time Ends Sunday. North Americans will enjoy an extra hour 
of fun, or sleep, this weekend! That’s because Daylight Saving Time (DST) ends on 
November 5, which means that the clocks will turn back an hour. In addition to 
adding an extra 60 minutes to Sunday, this simple action effectively moves an hour 
of daylight from the morning to the evening, making it easier to wake up. 
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The Charge Conference Forms can be found at http://www.sgaumc.org/onlineforms. In addition, the 
Extension Ministry dashboard is updated and ready as well - http://www.sgaumc.org/emdashboard.  
   Three updates to note: 
   1 - All forms that we get from the GCFA website (Minutes, Trustees, Finance, Pastor Report) have been updated to the new 
2017-2020 forms.  
   2 - The Extension Minister narrative form now combines two different forms that we have been using (the one included with 
the charge conference forms and the one included on the dashboard) into one single form. The form can still be accessed in 
both places. However, there is a note on the Extension Ministry dashboard that indicates if a person has already completed it 
for charge conference there is no need to fill it out again. 
   3 - The Cabinet approved Wesley Glen adding an Advocate form to Section 5. See addition at the bottom of the section (#6).  
   For clergy serving a local church the Compensation Form is accessed through the Church dashboard. For clergy serving in 
an extension ministry position the Compensation Form is accessed through the Extension Ministry dashboard. As a reminder, 
Sections 8 and 9 on the Compensation Form will not be able to be completed until after open enrollment ends on Nov. 15. The 
fields are there and visible to the user, but may not yet be completed. If you or a pastor/church have any questions specifically 
about the comp form, please contact Eleanor. This was the same process we used last year. 
   Also, if a church or an Extension Minister has lost their dashboard password they can reset it using the link on the dashboard 
page {if they have an email entered}. If they can't use the "Need Help Logging In" link then the password can be manually 
reset for them in the console.  

Conference Updates Mobile App, published 8/21/2017 
The South Georgia UMC mobile app has gotten a facelift. The convenient app – available free of charge for iPhone and 
Android phones/tablets – recently underwent a redesign and was launched last week. Those who have already downloaded 
the app need only update it to get the latest version. “We are continuously looking for ways to enhance how we share news 
with the clergy and laity of our Annual Conference,” said Kelly Roberson, Director of Communications.   In addition to the 
calendar and news, features include connections to both the church and clergy locators, and district and conference office 
information. Users can easily view and interact with conference social media: Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Pinterest, and 
Vimeo. Users can also receive up-to-the-minute alerts and message notifications sent out by the South Georgia Conference 
communications office.  To access the South Georgia Conference’s app, search “South Georgia UMC” in the Google Play 
or Apple stores. 
Download Android App on Google Play                                                                          Download Apple App for iPhone 

Open Door Community House 
Can you help? 
Open Door is gratefully accepting canned goods/nonperishable items and especially needs:  tuna, 
canned meats, peanut butter, spaghetti/spaghetti sauce, juice, soups, green beans, corn, peas, 1 lb. 
bags of rice. 
Homeless Ministries are in need of:  Q-tips, spray deodorant, socks, underwear (briefs), white 

  t-shirts, disposal razors, foot powder, and insect repellent. 
Open Door Classic will be on March 3, 2018 
Save the Date!  The 31st annual Open  Door Classic will take place March 3, 2018 again in Woodruff Park in Uptown 
Columbus along the Riverwalk.  This year close to $100,000 was raised to empower the impoverished and focus on 
long-term solutions to poverty through the program ministries.  Would your company like to participate as a sponsor?  

2017-2018 Sexual Ethics Workshops 
In the South Georgia Conference, any person serving under appointment by the bishop is required to attend a Sexual Ethics 
workshop every three years.  For more information or to register, visit www.sgaumc.org/sexualethicsworkshops 

•Thursday, September 21, 2017-Tifton UMC 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
•Saturday, January 20, 2018, Camilla First UMC 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

•Thursday, February 15, 2018,  Epworth By The Sea, Nalls Building 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
•Tuesday, April 10 2018, Vineville UMC, Macon 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Northwest District Ministers due for Sexual Ethics Workshop before Annual Conference 2018 are: 
Jeremy Alexander, Gayle Alston, Earnestine Campbell, David Carter, Paul Coats, Buddy Cooper, Jr., Tony Crosby, Cindy 
Garrard, Shane Green, John Homer, Lance Kindred, Dennis Lanning, Jimmy McIlrath, Gary Page, J. Brooks Partain, Noel 
Perez, Emery Ramsey, Mark Sasser, Scott Tucker, John Allen Walker, David Warlick, Michael Webb, Roy White, and Reginald 
Williams. 
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Encounter Youth Retreat - “One” 
November 17-19, 2017 
Epworth By The Sea  
6th - 12th grade students  

    
SPEAKER:  Jarrid Wilson is a husband, dad, speaker, best-selling author and 
inspirational  blogger.   His  articles  have  been  viewed  by  tens-of-millions, 
showcased on some of today’s hottest talk shows, and featured on national news 
stations  worldwide.  He  is  a  dynamic  speaker  whose  outside-the-box 
perspectives have gained him national recognition from some of today’s most 
influential Christian leaders and pastors. 
His highly unconventional way of sharing faith takes a fresh look at the way 
Jesus would call individuals to live out their everyday lives. Unafraid to tackle 
tough and controversial topics, Jarrid is known for his refreshing perspectives 
on what others may view as set in black and white. His blog is one of the most 

talked about faith-based blogs on the web, and his dedication to use social media 
for the sake of that faith has been paramount to his success as a writer. 
His newest book entitled, “Jesus Swagger” is now available worldwide. 

WORSHIP LEADER:  Charlie Judd  was a counselor for Camp Connect during his 
college  years,  Charlie  honed  his  worship  gifts  and  eventually  went  to  Colorado 
Springs  for  worship  school.  With  a  background  in  both  youth  and  worship 
ministry, Charlie came back to Camp Connect in the summer of 2017 to train and 
lead  the  summer  worship  team.  Charlie  brings  a  passion  to  see  young  people 
experience God through worship, ultimately leading to a changed life.  

EMCEE:   Erica  Sergeant  is  a  student  at  Kennesaw  State 
University.  She was one of the speakers at High School Camp this 
summer and God used her voice and her testimony to change lives in a powerful, 
jaw dropping way. She's funny, strong and a friend to all so it's no surprise Erica 
will be setting the stage for our worship sessions during Encounter.  

SAFE SANCTUARIES COMPLIANCE:  Adult chaperones are provided by each 
church  group  attending.   Counselors  must  be  21  or  older  with  a  1:6  ratio  for 

counselor/youth. Both male and female counselors must be in attendance if both 
genders are represented with students. to download the Safe Sanctuaries form. Only one form per 
church group is needed and this can be turned in at registration. 

COST:  The cost is $135 per person which includes lodging, meals, insurance and a t-shirt. 

ACCOMMODATIONS:Participants at ENCOUNTER will be sleeping in the cabins at Epworth 
By The Sea.  All beds are twin size. Participants will need to bring their own bed linens and towels 
(see a recommended list of What to Pack). In most cases, multiple church groups will be assigned 
to each cabin. 

QUESTIONS
Suzanne Akins, Event Coordinator

suzanne@sgaumc.com
(888) 266-7642 ext. 107

Register online sgaumc.org/events



Winter Conference 
January 28-31, 2018 
Epworth By The Sea 

Bishop Lawson Bryan invites you to Winter Conference 2018! 
I am looking forward to Winter Conference, January 28-31, at Epworth By The Sea.  Last year, when 
I attended Winter Conference for the first time, I was inspired by the hundreds of laity and clergy who 
were Alive Together in Christ.  This year I am more enthusiastic than ever because of the tremendous 
resource people who will be with us.  Our theme, Alive Together in Worship, will be expressed in 
worship, Bible study, workshops, and wonderful fellowship.  The music of Jarvis Wilson and Robert 
McMichael will lift us to the presence of God.  The Biblical teaching of New Testament scholar, Dre. 
Ben Witherngton, and the preaching of Bishop James Swanson will be stimulating to our minds and 
our souls.  I am also glad that Claire Bowen will lead a workshop on “Managing Conflict”; and Jody  
Ray will lead a workshop on “Pastor as Change Agent”;  We also have Anne Bosarge from The 
Chapel leading a workshop on “Change Management”.  It would be difficult to get a more dynamic 
experience than this join just a few days.  For me Winter Conference is also a chance to connect 
personally with the laity and clergy of our conference.  Please accept my invitation to join me at 
Winter Conference.  May the Spirit of the loving God fall afresh on us as we discover the true 
meaning of being Alive Together in Worship. 

Preaching:   Bishop James Swanson and Bishop Lawson Bryan will 
be leading the conference. 

 
 

Bible Study Teacher:  Dr. Ben Witherington, III, Professor of New Testament at 
Asbury Theological Seminary 

 

Worship Leader:  Robert Henry McMichael, III 

 
 

Workshop Leaders:  Ms. Claire  Olliff  Bowen,       
Ms. Anne Bosarge and Dr. Jody Ray 
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Bishop Swanson              Bishop Bryan

Dr. Witherington

Robert McMichael

Claire Bowen                Anne Bosarge                Dr. Jody Ray



The South Georgia Conference Administrative Services 

Do You Have Questions About Your Church's Apportionments? 

        If so, you are not alone. 
 

      As I am in churches across the Annual Conference, I hear these basic questions 
again and again.  "What are all these items in our apportionments?"  "Who decides what 
we fund?"  "How did you decide how much to apportion my church?"  In the past few 
weeks it has been my privilege to travel to two of our churches to speak with the 
congregations about these matters.  People are quite willing to be generous, but they 

want to know more about what they are supporting. 
      A really basic question is, "Where do the apportionments come from?"  The quick and easy answer is, the 
apportionments are just the Annual Conference budget apportioned to the churches.  Your pastor and your lay 
delegate to Annual Conference vote on the conference budget every year.  Once the budget is set, we use the 
formula referenced below to determine what your church's portion is. 
      You can find much information about the apportionments on this webpage.  I have included our "Budget At 
A Glance" for 2018, which has details about each line item of your apportionments.  I have posted the popular 
"How Your Church Dollar Was Spent" charts, which help you get a good overview of what happens to a dollar 
placed in your church offering plate.  The page has other useful information and links also (want to look at data 
for your church over the past 10 years?  It's there.) 
       If you have questions about how we calculate the precise amount of your church's apportionments, you 
can find that information here.  I not only cover the formula (including the rationale behind our formula), but also 
tell you which lines on the annual Statistical Report matter.  Fundamentally, we calculate your church's strength 
relative to that of every other church in the Conference, and apportion you the share relative to your church 
strength.  Big churches pay more than little churches.  Churches with more money pay more than churches 
with less money. 
     Which leads to the comment I hear most often: "We're just a small church ..."  Many people do not have a 
good idea of how large most of our churches are.  So I share this bit of data to help you get a good overview.  
In 2016, 64% of the churches in the South Georgia Annual Conference had 50 people or less in average 
worship attendance.  40 our churches had 25 people or less.  We are an Annual Conference full of small 
churches.  If your church is small, you have plenty of company!  Small churches form the majority of our Annual 
Conference. 
       If you still have questions once you have looked over this information, do not hesitate to contact me.  If you 
would like me to come to your church to discuss the askings, it would be my pleasure.  Let me know how I can 
be of service. 

Derek 
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Wesley Glen Ministries' Golf Tournament 
Monday, November 13, 2017 

12:00 PM to 5:00 PM 
Idle Hour Country Club 

251 Idle Hour Drive 
Macon, GA 31210 

 Phone 478-471-3711 
Email kmccollum@wesleyglen.org 

Contact Kathy McCollum 
                                        Join us for Wesley Glen's annual golf tournament 

HURRICANE RELIEF 
United Methodists wishing to help can make donations directly through UMCOR’s Domestic Disaster 
Response Advance #901670. 
Churches and individuals also can assemble cleaning buckets. Here is how --  http://www.umcor.org 

From the Desk of
Dr. Derek McAleer



Wesleyan College Sunday - November 12, 2017 
Each local United Methodist Church in South Georgia is encouraged to take up a special offering to
support the ministry of Wesleyan College in Macon. To learn more about Wesleyan College, visit 
www.wesleyancollege.edu

_________________________________________________________    

United Methodist Student Day - November 27, 2017 
Gifts received from this special offering become an investment in the future of the church through direct 
scholarships for higher education. The General Board of Higher Education and Ministry (GBHEM) Office of 
Loans and Scholarships administers these programs that award more than 3,500 students annually. 

_________________________________________________________ 

Early Response Team and Chainsaw Training 
Saturday, December 9, 2017 

Roberta UMC 
116 W Agency St, Roberta, GA 31078 

Early Response Team Trainings help equip individuals and teams to respond in the immediate aftermath of a 
disaster. The cost for the training is $25 per participant. At the training, participants will receive an ERT 
Training Manual and upon completing the course will receive an UMCOR ID Badge and a T-shirt. Background 
checks are required before receiving badges. Please provide proof of background check. Safe Sanctuaries 
background checks are applicable. Lunch is also included in the cost. 
*Chainsaw training requirements: complete and pass ERT training offered in the morning or hold current ERT 
badge. Cost for chainsaw training only is $12. If taken following the ERT class in the morning $6. The cost 
includes your textbook and badge. This chainsaw training will be demonstration and lecture style. There must 
be 6 participants for a chainsaw course to make. 
ERT training time: 8 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
Chainsaw training time: 1 p.m. - 5 p.m. 
Register:  https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/ERTTrainingRoberta 
To schedule an ERT training/chainsaw training, please contact Luis Morales at morhilll@gmail.com.  

_________________________________________________________________ 

Annual Conference 
At a recent meeting, the Annual Conference Program Committee decided to shorten the length of the 2018 
Annual Conference session by one day. It is now set for June 3-5, 2018, at the Jekyll Island Convention Center 
on Jekyll Island. “After last year, some delegates expressed concern over the cost of hotel rooms and meals on 
the island,” said Dr. Jay Harris, Conference secretary. “We listened and have therefore modified our schedule 
so that delegates may choose to head home on Tuesday if they if they want.” 
The 2018 Annual Conference session will begin at 6:30 p.m. Sunday evening, June 3, and conclude at 4 p.m. 
Tuesday afternoon, June 5. Since the conference was shortened by one day, if delegates choose to leave after 
the session ends Tuesday they will only have to pay for two nights in a hotel instead of the typical three or four 
nights. 
“We are excited to be returning to Jekyll and the wonderful surroundings and facilities this location offers us,” 
Dr. Harris said. “Bishop Bryan and the Conference Program Committee have already begun to plan a 
conference that will engage us in God’s mission. The Local Arrangements Coordinator, Mr. Bill Allen, and the 
marvelous army of volunteers that Bill led in 2017 are gearing up again to host us.” 
Hotel room blocks are now open. Special South Georgia Conference rates have been negotiated at hotels on 
Jekyll Island and at Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons Island.  
Additional information and changes related to the annual conference session can be found on the conference 
website, www.sgaumc.org/annualconference. 
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2017 Conference Journal 
Journal includes conference business, directories, reports, appointments, and statistical tables The 2017 Journal 
of the South Georgia Annual Conference is now available for purchase. As has been our process in recent 
years, those wishing to purchase a Conference Journal will order their copy(ies) online directly from the 
printer. The cost of the Journal is $20 each plus tax and shipping. 
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Teams needed from Texas to Florida 
Teams needed from Texas to Florida 
The South Georgia Conference has received requests for ERTs (Early Response Teams)  and mission teams from Annual 
Conferences affected by recent storms. Coastal communities here at home and in Texas and Florida can use our help, as can 
communities affected by Hurricane Matthew last year. Remember that when you are looking for an opportunity to volunteer 
as a mission team, each requesting Annual Conference controls the process and coordinates the United Methodist response.  
Want to Serve in South Georgia? 
Here at home, Hurricane/Tropical Storm Irma left its worst impact in Coastal Georgia. Badged, current ERT and trained 
chainsaw teams are needed in Chatham and other coastal counties. Lodging can be arranged in local churches; however, 
teams may need to cook their own meals or use local restaurants.
Interested  ERTs  can  contact  Luis  O.  Morales,  South  Georgia  Conference  Disaster  Response  Coordinator,  at 
morhilll@gmail.com.
Want to Serve in Florida? 
We have received confirmation that Florida is ready for volunteers to respond to Hurricane Irma. Trained ERTs will be placed 
in Irma relief and those who are not trained will be serving with recovery for Hermine and Matthew.
For more information regarding needs in Florida, visit their Disaster Response information page at http://www.flumc.org/
disasterrecoveryministry.  Want to serve n Florida?  https://florida-reg.brtapp.com/hurricaneirmaregistration
Want to Serve in Texas? 
Two Annual Conferences in Texas are calling for ERTs or mission teams.The Texas Annual Conference is ready to receive 
volunteer teams to assist with Hurricane Harvey relief. The work consists mainly of cleaning out flooded homes and requires 
extensive physical labor. At least one member of a team must be ERT trained. Teams should bring their own protective gear 
and tools. All members need proof of Safe Sanctuary training and clear background check from your local United Methodist 
Church. Housing is available at a host church in the conference. Team leaders can register their team here.The Rio Texas 
Conference is asking for currently certified ERT members for help with debris removal of down trees and roof tarping. Many 
homes have water damage from damaged windows and roofs. Teams will be based out of Corpus Christi and should register 
at https://riotexas.org/ert-volunteer-team-registration. ERT trained individuals/small groups not part of a team should register 
at https://riotexas.org/ert-individual-and-small-group-signup.Want to Serve in Louisiana? 
Teams are currently working two different disasters in Louisiana. The state is in the early response phase (i.e. mucking out) in 
response to Hurricane Harvey in the southwest part of the state and in the recovery phase (i.e. rebuilding) in response to the 
2016  floods  in  the  Baton  Rouge,  Denham  Springs,  Gonzales  and  Hammond  areas.  Register  your  team  at  https://
www.surveymonkey.com/r/UMCVolunteerRegistration
Want to Serve in North Carolina? 
We encourage anyone interested in volunteering to join the work in Lumberton, NC, or any of the Hurricane Matthew 
devastated areas as the need is great and our best energy can be put to work right now!
 Want to Serve in Puerto Rico? 
There is not yet a call for ERTs or other mission teams in Puerto Rico. Our Annual Conference is in communication with the 
Bishop of Puerto Rico and has offered our prayers right now and our teams when they are ready for that phase of the 
response. Even though the situation is significantly worse, the same process will be involved once Puerto Rico is ready to 
receive teams.
Luis  Morales,  Disaster  Coordinator  for  the  South  Georgia  Conference,  traveled  to  Puerto  Rico  Friday,  Oct.  13,  as  a 
consultant for the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR). He is representing UMCOR and meeting with Bishop 
Hector Ortiz, bishop of the Methodist Church of Puerto Rico, to assess how The United Methodist Church and UMCOR 
can best support and help Puerto Ricans in the wake of Hurricane Maria.
Feeling Called to Serve as an ERT? 
The  South  Georgia  Conference  has  several  ERT training  events  scheduled  in  November,  and  December.  Visit 
www.sgaumc.org/erttrainings for more information and to register.
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