
Dooly Camp Meeting
September 24 thru September 27, 2017

Sunday Worship is at 11am and 7pm
Monday Worship is 7pm
 Tuesday Worship is 7pm

  Wednesday Worship is 7pm                              
Preacher:  Rev. Henry Bass, South Central District Superintendent 

Join us for Old Time Religion Camp Meeting 2017
                                 Located at 21 Parsonage Road in Vienna, GA 31092

2017 Northwest District Conference Schedule 
Cluster Conference Location Conference Date Conference Time

1 St. Peter October 8 4:00 p.m.

2 Marshallville October 15 4:00 p.m.

3 Buena Vista October 22 4:00 p.m.

4 Vienna September 10 4:00 p.m.

5 Dawson December 3 4:00 p.m.

6 Cuthbert November 19 4:00 p.m.

7 Wynnton November 12 4:00 p.m.

8 South Columbus November 5 4:00 p.m.
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Northwest District Office
The United Methodist Church 

1022 B - Second Avenue 
Columbus, Georgia 31901 

Phone 706-561-4541
Edwin M.(Buddy) Cooper, Jr.

District Superintendent
R. Lawson Bryan, Bishop

Rev. Henry Bass

Cluster 1: Hamilton, Cataula, Bigham’s Chapel, Ellerslie, Waverly Hall, Epworth, Pierce Chapel, St. Mark, St. Peter,  St. Paul,                                                                                                 
    Striplin Terrace, The Ridge 
Cluster 2: Wesley Chapel, Powersville, Ideal, Oglethorpe, Pine Level, Montezuma, Bethel, Walker’s Chapel, Byron, Roberta,  
    Dixon, Fort Valley, Marshallville 
Cluster 3: Bethel, Brantley, Tazewell, Union, Buena Vista, Butler, Charing, Howard, Mauk, Wesley, Union, Reynolds, Crowell 
Cluster 4: Byromville, Drayton, Unadilla, Pinehurst Vienna, Shiloh, Andrew Chapel, County Line, Leslie, DeSoto, Ellaville,  
                  Corinth, Concord, Hopewell 
Cluster 5: Americus 1st, Andersonville, Bronwood, Smithville, Concord, Dawson, Graves, Lee Street, Morningside,  Plains,  
    Preston, Salem, Sasser 
Devoted Dozen:  Mt. Olive/Parrott, Cuthbert, Georgetown, Sharon, Union, Lumpkin, Sardis, Wesley Chapel, Richland,         
                              Shellman, Stephen’s Chapel, Trinity 
Fall Line: Upatoi, Box Springs, Talbotton, Collinsworth, Corinth, Olive Branch, Evan’s Chapel, Matthew’s Chapel, Midland,    
    Wynnton 
Cluster 8: Cusseta, Marvin, Asbury, Living Grace, M.L.Harris, Midway, South Columbus, St. Luke, St. Mary’s Road, East Highland 

This Sunday, Sept. 10, special offering for Hurricane Harvey Relief.  
Please see pages 4 and 5 for more information on Hurricane Harvey Relief.



 

GA-PAUMCS Annual Conference 
September 21—24, 2017 

LaGrange First UMC 
REGISTRATION:  Cost for this year’s conference is $100. 

To register, please fill out the registration form completely.  The registration form may be found online at ga-paumcs.org. 
Make your check payable to GA-PAUMCS and mail, along with form, by September 5, 2017 to: Annette Harmon, Salem 
UMC, 3962 Salem Road, Covington, GA 30016.  OR register and pay on-line at ga-paumcs.org.  Please do not forget to 
add any reservations and payments for guests (for meals, tour at Biblical History Center) and/or the Paint Party. 
QUESTIONS?  If you have any questions about the conference, please contact our Vice President, LouAnn McLain, at 
admin@christunited.net, 478.922.0211, or anyone on the Executive Committee.  

PURPOSE 
The purpose of PAUMCS is to provide a supportive base for the unity and fellowship of its members in order to provide 
opportunities of individual growth, through professional development, continuing education, networking and spiritual 
enrichment for Secretaries, Administrative and Financial Assistants; both full-time, part-time, paid and volunteers in 
ministry with the United Methodist. 

Andrew College 
Andrew College passed the final hurdle in the process of creating an online Cancer Registry Management 
program. On Thursday, Aug. 17, the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges 
(SACS) approved the program and have included it in the scope of the current Andrew College accreditation 
profile. 
Dr. Richard McCallum, interim academic dean for Andrew College said, “We are pleased and delighted to 
receive SACS approval. This new certificate program will respond to an important educational need. We are 
especially excited to have our first program that will be delivered completely online 
Paulette Zinkann has been hired as an assistant professor and director of the cancer registry management 
program. She will administer and teach courses for the new program. Andrew College is currently accepting 
students for the 2018 spring semester which will begin Jan. 9, 2018. 
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The Charge Conference Forms are now live and can be found at http://www.sgaumc.org/
onlineforms. In addition, the Extension Ministry dashboard is updated and ready as well - http://www.sgaumc.org/
emdashboard.  
   Three updates to note: 
   1 - All forms that we get from the GCFA website (Minutes, Trustees, Finance, Pastor Report) have been updated to the new 
2017-2020 forms.  
   2 - The Extension Minister narrative form now combines two different forms that we have been using (the one included with 
the charge conference forms and the one included on the dashboard) into one single form. The form can still be accessed in 
both places. However, there is a note on the Extension Ministry dashboard that indicates if a person has already completed it 
for charge conference there is no need to fill it out again. 
   3 - The Cabinet approved Wesley Glen adding an Advocate form to Section 5. You will see this addition at the bottom of the 
section (#6).  
   For clergy serving a local church the Compensation Form is accessed through the Church dashboard. For clergy serving in 
an extension ministry position the Compensation Form is accessed through the Extension Ministry dashboard. As a reminder, 
Sections 8 and 9 on the Compensation Form will not be able to be completed until after open enrollment ends on Nov. 15. The 
fields are there and visible to the user, but may not yet be completed. If you or a pastor/church have any questions specifically 
about the comp form, please contact Eleanor. This was the same process we used last year. 
   Also, if a church or an Extension Minister has lost their dashboard password they can reset it using the link on the dashboard 
page {if they have an email entered}. If they can't use the "Need Help Logging In" link then the password can be manually 
reset for them in the console. 



 

The human chain 
September 05, 2017 
FROM THE BISHOP 
R. LAWSON BRYAN 

The beginning of my second year in the South Georgia Conference coincides with 
the aftermath of Hurricane Harvey in Texas and Louisiana. That is interesting 
because during my first year we experienced three disasters of our own: Hurricane 
Matthew, the storms in Albany, and the tornadoes in the South Central and 
Southwest Districts. We are grateful for those who reached out to us in the past year and our conference is 
already at work to support relief efforts for victims of Harvey. 

This Sunday, Sept. 10, let’s be Alive Together in Christ by receiving a special offering for Hurricane Harvey 
Relief. Sherrill and I are giving $1,000 to this special offering in honor of the laity and clergy of the South 
Georgia Conference. You can 1) Donate online; 2) Give through your local church to Conference Advance 
#5827 - Hurricane Harvey Relief (lane 5 credit); or 3) Mail a check to the Administrative Services Office made 
out to the South Georgia Conference and earmarked Conference Advance #5827 - Hurricane Harvey Relief 
(address: PO Box 13145, Macon, GA 31208). This offering will be sent directly to the Texas conferences 
experiencing this devastation. 

Many news reports showed the human chains that were formed to rescue those stranded in cars or houses. One 
by one these determined residents joined hands until the human chain reached the person in need. Then the 
strength of the chain was used to bring them to safety. 

That phrase, “the human chain,” also describes my experience of the South Georgia Conference over the last 12 
months. God is using our 600 churches to form a human chain of ministry that covers all of South Georgia. 
This was seen in dramatic fashion as our members responded to the victims of the three disasters. But it was 
also visible in the worship services, small group studies, and age-level ministries provided by our churches. In 
addition, the faithful service of our conference staff allowed us to offer resources and training to our local 
churches. 

The Pathways Conference, held last weekend, is another example of being Alive Together. Pathways opened 
with more than 300 people joining in a spirited service of worship. The energy of that service flowed into more 
than 30 workshops offered the rest of the day. A huge blessing was the presence of a group from a CME 
(Christian Methodist Episcopal) Church who participated enthusiastically in the events of the day. Thanks to all 
who had a part in this very successful conference. 

The human chain of the South Georgia Conference is increasingly visible as our churches identify their top 10 
services in terms of worship attendance. Thanks to all those who have turned in their top 10 services and those 
who will be doing so in the days ahead. I have also learned of churches that are making plans to increase 
attendance in those 10 services in the coming year. I plan to give a mid-year progress report at Winter 
Conference in January. Worship is the center of all that we do. We are Alive Together in Worship as we lean 
into our goal of a 10 percent increase in average worship attendance. 

God bless you as you join your fellow church members to form a human chain of God’s love reaching out into 
your community.    

Alive Together in Christ, 
Lawson Bryan 

Disaster Response: Responding to Hurricane Harvey 
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September 1, 2017 

To the South Georgia Conference: 

I have said before that it is times like these that we see just how very "Alive 
Together in Christ" we are! Thank you for the outpouring of prayer and 
support for those impacted by Hurricane Harvey. We are seeing a tremendous 
response across South Georgia in very tangible ways. 

The Bishop has encouraged local churches to take up a special offering, which will be sent to the 
Texas conferences experiencing this devastation. The following inserts can be used to help promote 
this in your local churches.  

Bulletin Inserts 
Disaster Response Bulletin Insert 
Special Sunday Bulletin Insert 
Upcoming ERT Training 

Moultrie UMC will be hosting an ERT and Chainsaw Training on Saturday, September 9. Please visit 
www.sgaumc.org/erttrainings for more information and to register for this training event.  

Other churches have reached out to host a training, and we are coordinating dates with our trainers. 
Please check the website for updates and future trainings. If you are interested in hosting a training in 
your area, please contact our Conference Disaster Coordinator, Luis Morales at morhilll@gmail.com.  
ERT Team Invitation 

The first invitation for Early Response Teams has been extended by the Rio Texas Conference to 
assist in recovery efforts.  

The Rio Texas Conference is asking for ERTs. Only currently certified ERT members are being 
accepted.  

Teams will base out of Corpus Christi and should register at https://riotexas.org/ert-volunteer-team-
registration.  

ERT trained individuals/small groups not part of a team should register at https://riotexas.org/ert-
individual-and-small-group-signup.  

Current needs include debris removal of downed trees and roof tarping. 
Updated Drop-off Location List for Relief Supplies 
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Please check the conference website frequently for information concerning Hurricane Relief!



Drop-off locations for hygiene kits and cleaning kits through the end of September include: 
Wesley UMC in Macon (4256 Hartley Bridge Rd, Macon, GA 31216). Please call the church office, 
(478) 781-0332, to make arrangements before dropping off your items. 

Brunswick First UMC (1400 Norwich St, Brunswick, GA 31520). Please call the church office, (912) 
265-4313, to make arrangements before dropping off your items. 

Christ UMC in Albany (505 Byron Plantation Rd, Albany, GA 31721). Please call the church office, 
(229) 436-3373, to make arrangements before dropping off your items. 

Grace UMC in Vidalia (1200 Aimwell Road, Vidalia, GA  30474). Please call the church office, (912) 
537-3973, to make arrangements before dropping off your items.  

Park Avenue UMC in Valdosta (100 East Park Avenue, Valdosta, Georgia 31605). Please contact the 
church office, (229) 242-3562, to make arrangements before dropping off you items.  

Instructions for these kits can be found at: www.umcor.org/UMCOR/Relief-Supplies. 

*Please note: We are only equipped to transport and distribute the requested items. If you know of 
individuals with access to trailers who would be willing to help transport collected items from the 
drop-off locations to Macon, please let me know. Part of building capacity in our Conference is 
finding key resources, and I know we have a wealth of resources and passion to help here in South 
Georgia!  
Monetary Donations 

Please continue to give generously. Your monetary donations are crucial to the ongoing relief and 
recovery efforts. 1 - Donate online; 2 - Give through your local church to Conference Advance #5827 
- Hurricane Harvey Relief (lane 5 credit). 3 - Mail a check to the Administrative Services Office made 
out to the South Georgia Conference and earmarked Conference Advance #5827 - Hurricane Harvey 
Relief (address: PO Box 13145, Macon, GA 31208).  

I am now keeping a close eye on Hurricane Irma and ask for your prayers as we continue to 
strategically build our capacity to respond to disaster events both here and beyond our conference.  

Thank you, 

Allison Lindsey  

For Disaster Response related questions, please do not hesitate to reach out: 
Luis Morales 
South Georgia Conference Disaster Coordinator 
morhilll@gmail.com 
Allison Lindsey 
Associate Director, Office of Connectional Ministries 
allison@sgaumc.com / (912) 393-5524 
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9/6/2017 

Hurricane Irma Update: September 6 

In the most recent projections, the path of Hurricane Irma has shifted slightly to the east putting South 
Georgia under alert for potential impact. At 3:00 p.m. this afternoon, Gov. Nathan Deal declared a 
state of emergency in six coastal Georgia counties: Bryan, Camden, Chatham, Glynn, Liberty and 
McIntosh. 

This morning the South Georgia, South Carolina, Florida and Alabama West-Florida Conferences 
were brought together on a conference call with UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on Relief) to 
share current preparations and resources as we all brace for this storm. There is strength in the 
connection!   

The South Georgia Conference Disaster Response Team continues to monitor this storm very closely. 
A briefing will be given to conference leadership on Thursday. 

RESOURCES 

Storm Updates 
Reliable storm updates can be found at the NOAA Hurricane Center website: http://
www.nhc.noaa.gov/. 

Ready Georgia Mobile App 
A great resource to stay connected is the Ready Georgia mobile app: http://ready.ga.gov/be-informed/
alerts-and-warnings/mobileapp/. This includes shelter maps, ready kit, alerts, and an I AM SAFE 
feature which notifies your emergency contacts that you are safe after an emergency. 

Preparing for a Disaster 
The Red Cross provides information on personally preparing for a disaster. For more information, 
visit http://www.redcross.org/get-help/how-to-prepare-for-emergencies. 

Conference Updates 
Our Conference will continue to post updates and timely information at www.sgaumc.org. 

Thank you South Georgia for the many ways you have helped us to build capacity to not only offer 
support to Texas, but to be ready for what may lie ahead here at home. 

Our prayers are with all those who have been and will be in Irma's path. 

Allison Lindsey 
Associate Director of Connectional Ministries 
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Monitoring HURRICANE IRMA: September 6 Update
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Conference Updates Mobile App, published 8/21/2017 
The South Georgia UMC mobile app has gotten a facelift. The convenient app – available free of charge for iPhone and 
Android phones/tablets – recently underwent a redesign and was launched last week. Those who have already downloaded 
the app need only update it to get the latest version. “We are continuously looking for ways to enhance how we share news 
with the clergy and laity of our Annual Conference,” said Kelly Roberson, Director of Communications.   In addition to the 
calendar and news, features include connections to both the church and clergy locators, and district and conference office 
information. Users can easily view and interact with conference social media: Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Pinterest, and 
Vimeo. Users can also receive up-to-the-minute alerts and message notifications sent out by the South Georgia Conference 
communications office.  To access the South Georgia Conference’s app, search “South Georgia UMC” in the Google Play 
or Apple stores. 
Download Android App on Google Play                                                                          Download Apple App for iPhone 

Larry and Myrna Roberts Named Chief Junaluska Recipients, 
August 21, 2017 
Rev. Larry Roberts accepts the Chief Junaluska Award on behalf of himself and his wife, Myrna, 
who passed away earlier in 2017. 
Rev. Larry Roberts and his wife, Myrna (posthumously), were named the 2017 Chief Junaluska 
recipients during Lake Junaluska Associates Weekend held on Aug. 5. 
“Larry and Myrna have given unselfishly to Lake Junaluska through labors of love, time, and gifts, 
and have been Life Members of the Lake Junaluska Associates for 14 years,” said Rev. Jimmy 

Pennell, the 2016 Chief Junaluska recipient. “It is a personal pleasure for me to present them with this recognition.” 
Myrna and her husband Larry met at LaGrange College and were married Aug. 31, 1958. Larry became a United Methodist 
minister and served throughout the South Georgia Conference, while Myrna spent most of her career as a bookkeeper. 
They have three children, Denise Wilson, Julie Bostardi and Ben Roberts, and they have five grandchildren. 
Larry and Myrna retired to Lake Junaluska and became active members of the community in 1999. Larry served as Vice 
President for Membership of the Junaluska Associates as well as the Chair of the Tent Committee, a boat tour guide, a 
member of the Junaluska Flea Market Committee, and much more. Myrna was a dedicated member of the United 
Methodist Women, the Lake Junaluska Associates and the Junaluskans. 
Since retirement, the Roberts have been involved in the Waynesville First United Methodist Church as Sunday school 
teachers, members of the Education Committee, volunteers at Community Impact Day, and part of the Annual Stewardship 
Campaign. 
“The Roberts have represented Lake Junaluska as ambassadors beyond the bounds of the Lake Junaluska community,” said 
Dr. Bob Bowling, Lake Junaluska Associates president. “They have been treasures to the community and Lake Junaluska.”

Remodeled Lake Junaluska Gazebo Made Possible 
By Northwest District Family, July 24, 2017
Lake Junaluska has remodeled a gazebo along the Francis Asbury Trail, thanks to a generous gift from the family of Larry 
Roberts, a former South Georgia minister, in memory of his wife, Myrna Roberts. 
In recent years the gazebo has fallen into disrepair and improvements were needed. The family of Myrna Roberts saw this 
need and decided to honor Mrs. Roberts, who passed away in early 2017, by dedicating funds in her memory for the 
renovation of the gazebo. 
“We chose Lake Junaluska as a place to memorialize our mother because it has always been a special place to our family, 
especially to her,” Ben Roberts, Myrna and Larry’s son, said. “We spent many summer vacations at the lake when we were 
kids. We all loved this place, none of us more than Mama. She loved living at the lake and welcoming visitors with 
mountain hospitality. She spent many hours caring for her roses and the many other beautiful plants in her yard. Mama was 
a giver who always put the needs and concerns of others above her own.” 
A celebration of the recently remodeled Francis Asbury Trail Gazebo at Lake Junaluska was held on Saturday, July 29 at 6 
p.m. Family and friends gathered for a time of reflection and fellowship. 
Myrna was a dedicated member of the United Methodist Women, the Lake Junaluska Associates and the Junaluskans. She 
regularly taught Sunday school at First United Methodist Church in Waynesville. 
Because of Myrna’s passion for gardening and walking the lake, the Roberts family chose to revitalize the gazebo on the 
Francis Asbury Trail. To support the ongoing maintenance of the gazebo, gifts may be mailed to the Lake Junaluska 
Development Office, PO Box 67, Lake Junaluska, NC 28745. Gifts should be made to Lake Junaluska with “Gazebo 
Endowment Fund” in the memo line. 
For more information about charitable giving, visit www.lakejunaluska.com/support or contact the Office of Development 
at developmentoffice@lakejunaluska.com. 
Lake Junaluska is a place of Christian hospitality where lives are transformed through renewal of soul, mind and body. For 
more information about Lake Junaluska, visit www.lakejunaluska.com. 



September 2017 Northwest District Newsletter �8

Open Door Community House 
Can you help? 
Open Door is gratefully accepting canned goods/nonperishable items and especially needs:  tuna, canned meats, 
peanut butter, spaghetti/spaghetti sauce, juice, soups, green beans, corn, peas, 1 lb. bags of rice. 
Homeless Ministries are in need of:  Q-tips, spray deodorant, socks, underwear (briefs), white t-shirts, disposal 
razors, foot powder, and insect repellent. 

Open Door Classic will be on March 3, 2018 
Save the Date!  The 31st annual Open  Door Classic will take place March 3, 2018 again in 
Woodruff Park in Uptown Columbus along the Riverwalk.  This year close to $100,000 was 
raised to empower the impoverished and focus on long-term solutions to poverty through the 
program ministries.  Would your company like to participate as a sponsor?  Please call Susan 
Sealy for more information at 706-323-5528. 

Open Door Community House Presents 
Pierce Chapel UMC 
With Volunteer Of The Year Award 

Open Door Community House in Columbus recently 
presented Pierce Chapel UMC in Midland with their 
Volunteer Group of the Year award. Open Door Executive 
Director Kim Jenkins, center, presented a chalice pall to 
Rev. Howard White, left, and Rev. Lynn Meadows-White, 
right. 

United Methodist Men 
Donald E. Rhodes, Cell:  478-397-0440 

Casa De Vida Y Paz United Methodist Church, 2092 Tallahassee Hwy, 
Bainbridge, GA Building Project 

The congregation of Casa De Vida is going to undertake a building project for a new sanctuary 
building.  They have raised funds for the project and expect to receive funds from the South Georgia Conference for a new 
metal building.  The permit has been applied for and a local building contractor will erect the metal structure. 
Methodist Men from throughout the conference are being asked to help finish the inside of the new building and to 
purchase a heating/cooling system.  We can help them with labor and material money on finishing the inside of the 
building.  The men of the church will work with other Methodist men on the project. 
Contact:  Pastor David Diaz Cell: 478-960-9414 or email:  aureliodiaz@bellsouth.net for more info on the project. 

Striplin Terrace UMC 
Donates Luggage to  
Children's Home 
The Methodist Home thanks Striplin Terrace 
United Methodist Church for their generous 
donation of luggage in memory of a friend of The 
Home, Mrs. Jackie Floyd. 
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30th Annual Eagles Fall Retreat 
October 23-215, 2017 

Jones Auditorium and Lovely Lane Chapel 
Epworth By The Sea 

2017-2018 Sexual Ethics Workshops 
In the South Georgia Conference, any person serving under appointment by the bishop is required to attend a Sexual Ethics 
workshop every three years.  For more information or to register, visit www.sgaumc.org/sexualethicsworkshops 

•Thursday, September 21, 2017-Tifton UMC 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
•Saturday, January 20, 2018, Camilla First UMC 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

•Thursday, February 15, 2018,  Epworth By The Sea, Nalls Building 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
•Tuesday, April 10 2018, Vineville UMC, Macon 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Northwest District Ministers due for Sexual Ethics Workshop before Annual Conference 2018 are: 
Jeremy Alexander, Gayle Alston, Tony Caldwell, Earnestine Campbell, David Carter, Paul Coats, Buddy Cooper, Jr., Tony 
Crosby, Cindy Garrard, Shane Green, John Homer, Lance Kindred, Dennis Lanning, Jimmy McIlrath, Gary Page, J. Brooks 
Partain, Noel Perez, Emery Ramsey, Mark Sasser, Dennis, Stalvey,, Scott Tucker, John Allen Walker, David Warlick, Michael 
Webb, Roy White, and Reginald Williams. 
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District Cares and Concerns 
Please pray for Andrew Barrett, son of Alan (Asbury-Columbus/The Mission Society-NW) and Beth Barrett who was 
admitted to the hospital in Birmingham, Alabama last night ( Tuesday, September 5th).  Please pray for the Cystic Fibrosis 
team as they work with Andrew. 
 He especially wants to be well for his Oct 7 wedding!  (Thanks for praying as he and his fiancée continue to prepare for the 
wedding particularly now that Andrew is in the hospital.)

Bring a friend and join us for a special
Asbury Seminary Breakfast 

with teaching by
Dr. Timothy C. Tennent,

President of Asbury Theological Seminary
Saturday, September 16, 2017, 10:00 a.m. to Noon

St. Luke Ministry Center 
301 11th St.

Columbus, Georgia
Teaching Topic:  The Grand Vision of Wesleyan Theology

This is not a fund-raising event.
Breakfast is provided free of charge.

RSVP to Maggie@stlukeum.com or 706-327-4343
 Dr. Timothy C. Tennent has served as President since July 2009. Prior to this, Dr. Tennent was the professor of 
World Missions and Indian Studies at Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary where he served since 1998. 
Ordained in The United Methodist Church in 1984, he has pastored churches in Georgia and in several of the 
largest churches in New England.
    Dr. Tennent received his M.Div. from Gordon-Conwell, a Th.M. from Princeton Theological Seminary, and a 
Ph.D. from the University of Edinburgh in Scotland. 
    Dr. Tennent is the author of numerous books and articles and is a frequent conference speaker around the 
country and throughout the world. 
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