
                   
                    

      March Newsletter 

                                                                        
Steve Patton, District Superintendent 

R. Lawson Bryan, Bishop    

From your District Superintendent . . . 
March winds are blowing and spring is in the air. I’m fine with a little wind - enough to 
fly a kite or sail a boat - but I would rather not see the severe stuff! Here are some up-
dates and highlights for March in the Northwest District: 

New District Website: I want to give special thanks to Kelly Roberson, Director of 
Communications for the South Georgia Conference, for updating our NW District 
website with a fresh new look and user-friendly features. It is a great place to go for 
district and conference news. 

Congratulations, Dr. Adriane Burgess! One of the articles you will see on our NW District site features 
Adriane Burgess, pastor of St. Mary’s Road UMC, and her recent video devotional series, “Dessert. Devotion.” 
United Methodist News Service picked up the story from our Conference Communications and included it in 
their denomination-wide communication under the title, “Pastor mixes baking with Bible Study.” Congratula-
tions, Adriane, and thank you for representing South Ga. and the NW District! 

Appointment Making: The Bishop and Cabinet will be making appointments this month, prayerfully seek-
ing to match pastors and churches for faithful and fruitful ministry. Please continue to keep us, and this 
process in your prayers. I think it is important for you to know that Bishop Bryan has led us in discussing each 
church and each pastor in the conference, regardless of move status. Every church of every size and location; 
every pastor, from Ordained Elders to Lay Supply; has been given our prayerful consideration. The new ap-
pointments for 2021-22 will be announced in April. 

A Word on General Conference: The General Conference for the United Methodist Church has now been 
delayed until August/September 2022. (For more details, visit our conference website at sgaumc.org). I was 
disappointed with this news, but not surprised. The safety and logistical problems of having either an in-person 
or virtual conference with delegates from all around the world in 2021 proved to be too difficult. I accept the 
decision, but remain frustrated that we will not be able to consider the Protocol for Separation this year and to 
have a real opportunity to resolve our long-standing division within our denomination over human sexuality.  

For those of us who feel we are hearing the proverbial “can” clatter further down the street yet again, I suggest 
patience and confidence based on the following: 

• The language in The Book of Discipline regarding human sexuality has not been changed. Marriage is 
between a man and a woman and celibacy in singleness is the norm. Anything else is incompatible with 
Christian teaching. That is biblical. That is the position of a large majority of Methodists in South Ga.  

• We will act as an Annual Conference. As Bishop Bryan likes to point out, “No one is going to come down 
to South Georgia and force us to become something we are not.” We in South Georgia will decide what 
we do and what we will be. 

• No church conference, board or agency can make or prevent you and me from being a disciple of Jesus 
or making disciples for Jesus. We can be faithful now! 

• Jesus Christ loves the people called Methodist, and He, the Lord of the Church, is ever ready to help 
those who humbly seek His face and seek His kingdom here on earth. 

So be confident and have patience. The Lord is near! He is actively at work drawing new people to Himself. And 
nothing - not Covid19, not failed policies and politics, not Big Tech or even a postponed General Conference - 
can keep Jesus Christ from building His Church. And wonder of wonders, you and I get to be a part of it! 
Grace and Peace                                  
Steve 



 
Bishop Lawson Bryan, in collaboration with the Annual Conference Program Committee, the officers of the 
 Annual Conference, and the Cabinet, announces that the 2021 South Georgia Annual Conference session will be held 
 virtually. 

During the past 10 months, Bishop Bryan and the Program Committee have closely monitored the ongoing coronavirus 
The theme for the 2021 Annual Conference Session is “Alive Together at the Table.”  

“The Lord has prepared the South Georgia table for us,” Bishop Bryan said. “You have proven that we know how to be 
together at the table  - even virtually - and we want to respond to Christ’s invitation to come to the table.”  

We look forward to welcoming you to the virtual 2021 Annual Conference session on Monday, June 7. 

Alive Together at the Table, 

Meredyth Earnest, 
SGA Conference Secretary 

2021 SGA ANNUAL CONFERENCE SESSION: DATES TO NOTE 
Just as in 2020, a lot of thought and care is going into what our virtual Annual Conference looks like and how both the 
business sessions and worship services will flow.  

The virtual clergy session is set for Tuesday, June 1, 2021, from 10 am - noon, and the one-day virtual annual conference 
session is set for Monday, June 7,  beginning at 8:30 am. 

In addition to the business sessions, an online Retiree Recognition Service will take place Tuesday, June 1 at 7 pm to 
honor and recognize clergy retiring in 2021. An online Memorial Service to remember clergy and clergy spouses who 
have passed away in the past conference year is set for Thursday, June 3 at 7 pm.   

Those approved for provisional membership or full connection at the clergy session will be commissioned or ordained in a 
local church setting on Sunday, June 6. The Commissioning and Ordination Service(s) will be live streamed so the entire 
conference may share virtually in this important worship experience.  

More details about all of these events are forthcoming. 

RESOLUTIONS  
As in 2020, resolutions will not be considered at the 2021 Annual Conference session due to the virtual nature of the 
conference. Please review the resolutions page for details. 

BOOK OF RECOMMENDATIONS AND REPORTS | Available by May 1  
Business items for the 2021 Annual Conference session are contained in the Book of Recommendations and Reports 
(BOR). The purpose of the BOR is for delegates to have the necessary recommendations and reports to read and study 
prior to the conference session. The BOR will be made available to the conference by May 1.  

DELEGATES TO THE 2021 ANNUAL CONFERENCE SESSION 
Churches are to ensure that the name and email address of the lay member(s) representing their church is entered into the 
conference database - through the Local Church Dashboard - no later than April 1, 2021. Especially important in a virtual 
meeting format, this information allows us to deliver communication to delegates, along with the necessary individual 
voting credentials (to be sent closer to the session date(s)). If you need assistance with this process, please contact your 
District Office. 

2021 Annual Conference Will Meet Virtually June 7, 2021



2021 ANNUAL CONFERENCE SESSION TIMELINE 
*Please note: Details are forthcoming. To receive updates, please be sure an email address is entered into the Conference 
database for all clergy and lay members. 
 
March 10    Book of Recommendations and Reports Submission Deadline 
April 1        Delegate Contact Information Submission Deadline 
May 1        Book of Recommendations and Reports Published 
June 1        Virtual Clergy Session 10 a.m. - 12 noon  
June 1        Virtual Retiree Recognition 7 pm 
June 3        Virtual Memorial Service 7 pm 
June 6        Service(s) of Ordination/Commissioning (live-streamed) 
June 7        Virtual Annual Conference Business Session -  8:30 am 

QUESTIONS 
For questions regarding the business of Annual Conference, please contact Meredyth Earnest, Conference Secretary, at 
meredyth@sgaumc.comFor general inquiries, contact Kelly Roberson, Director of Communications, at 
kelly@sgaumc.com. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2020 STATISTICAL TABLES ARE NOW OPEN 
            You may access the tables and find useful 
instructions for logging on here. Or, go to the 
Conference website, click "Departments", click 
"Administrative Services", then click "Statistical Tables" 
on the right sidebar. 
           This page links you to the stats website -- BUT 

READ THROUGH THE PAGE FIRST. You may find it helpful to print it out, so you have the details you will 
need later on. I know this sounds simplistic -- but at least 75% of the calls we receive are for information that is 
found on that page. Save yourself some time and frustration by going over the details first. 

DEADLINE 
           All 3 Tables should be completed by March 9, 2021. The tables will close soon after. 
           We have a deadline to report these numbers to GCFA, and we must work on them to be able to run our 
apportionments. We always need some time to look for errors and help our churches not have costly 
mistakes. We appreciate the courtesy and grace you show by doing your statistical reports on time. 

NEW STATISTICAL TABLE FAQ AVAILABLE 
           We've put together a list of answers to the most frequently asked questions. You can find it at file:///
Users/UMC/Downloads/statistical+tables+faqs.pdf 

WEBINAR RECORDING AVAILABLE    
           I did a webinar on Jan 14, going over many details of the Statistical Reports.  If you are interested, you 
watch the video here.  You can download the PowerPoint and similar info from our Statistical Reports 
web page. 
          I know this is a tedious job, and not one many of us enjoy. But with all that is going on in the church, this 
year's numbers will likely be used in a variety of ways in which they usually are not consulted. PLEASE help us 
be prepared by getting as good a set of numbers as you can get reported on time.      
  BLESS YOU!            Derek 

________________________________________________________________________________________

Reminder: 
Deadline for all 3 tables-March 9, 2021

https://www.sgaumc.org/statisticaltables
https://sgaumc.brtapp.com/
https://www.sgaumc.org/statisticaltables


______________________________________________________________________________________

Date of 2021 Lay Ministries (LSM and CLM)
The 2021 date for Lay Servant Training (LSM)  and Certified Lay Ministry (CLM) have been posted on the 
Lay Servant Courses  website  (online and in-person): https://www.sgaumc.org/layservanttraining
Certified Lay Ministry Courses (in-person only): https://www.sgaumc.org/certifiedlayministrytraining
The time is right for churches to take advantage of these leadership development opportunities!  More than ever we need 
well trained leaders in our local churches! 
Anne Bosarge
Multi-Campus Director, The Chapel Ministries
Associate Director, Office of Congregational Development, South Georgia Conference
www.thechapelministries.com
anne@thechapelministries.com
912-262-1331 (work)
912-270-0474 (cell)
www.brightideasforchurchleaders.com
www.getoutofthatbox.com

Crossroads UMC To Serve As Conference’s Disaster Storehouse 
 “UMCOR has been supporting disasters all over this year, from the fires out West to the hurricanes in Louisiana, 
Mississippi, and Alabama,” Morales said. “These kits provide care for the most vulnerable after an incident. These kits 
provide those who are affected – the survivors – with something to get started.” 
 Cleaning buckets, hygiene kits, and school kits can be dropped off during the hours of 9 a.m. and noon, Monday 
through Thursday. Prior to delivery, contact Crossroads UMC at (478) 987-3721 to coordinate. Morales 
(morhilll@gmail.com) also asks that he be notified so he can keep a log of the kits.  
 Funds should not be included with the kits, but sent directly to the Administrative Services Office, PO Box 7227; 
Macon, GA 31209 and noted for UMCOR Material Resources. 
For supply lists and detailed instructions on how to make cleaning buckets, hygiene kits, and school kits, visit 
www.sgaumc.org/relief-supply-collection. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What the Second Round of PPP Loans Means to Churches and How to Get One 
(Discipleship Ministries) Joe Park, CEO  of Horizons Stewardship, has been a reliable source exploring the Paycheck 
Protection Plan (PPP) offered through the U.S. government.  The Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2021 (CAA) 
includes $284 billion dollars for a second round of Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) Loans for which churches and 
nonprofits are eligible to apply through participating banks.  Your banker make be slow to begin to accept applications. 
Download PDF | Georgia Advocate story:  What churches need to know about the new round of PPP loans. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Webinar:  “Clergy: Get Smart About Your Taxes! 
(Discipleship Ministries)  Clergy face unique challenges related to Social Security payments, estimated tax payments, 
housing, allowances ore exclusions, and reimbursed expenses.  Clergy may have questions about the implications of the 
pandemic on the 2020 team situation.  Your corner tax preparer may not understand the unique situation of clergy.  
Finding a preparer who does understand clergy needs can save you substantially in money and aggravation.  Rev. Don 
Joiner, a certified financial planner, helps us navigate the preparation of clergy taxes and planning for a sound future. 
Register 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

https://www.sgaumc.org/layservanttraining
https://www.sgaumc.org/layservanttraining
http://sgaumc.org
http://www.sgaumc.org/relief-supply-collection
https://www.sgaumc.org/advnewsdetail/what-churches-need-to-know-about-the-new-round-of-ppp-loans-14959757
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/articles/february-15-2021-clergy-get-smart-about-your-taxes?goal=0_f939527158-2df34de2ed-416380911&mc_cid=2df34de2ed&mc_eid=33129fab5d


__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2020-2021Sexual Ethics Workshops for Clergy 
Due to Covid-19 and the limitations on large group gatherings, the 2020-2021 Sexual Ethics Workshop will be held  
virtually.For more details:  https://www.sgaumc.org/sexualethicsworkshops 
According to the Conference Sexual Ethics policy, this workshop is REQUIRED EVERY (3) THREE YEARS for any 
person serving under appointment by the bishop (clergy, local pastors, extension ministers, appointed lay speakers).  
Cost for the workshop is $35. 
For questions, please email cpcassistant@sgaumc.com. 
April 2021 New Virtual Format.   
To register for the April workshop:  https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/SexualEthicsWorkshopApril2021 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

General Conference Postponed to 2022, Bishops call Special Session for May 8 
 Meeting on February 20, the Commission on the General Conference made a decision to further postpone the 
2020 General Conference until August 29 – September 6, 2022 in Minneapolis, Minn. as the COVID-19 pandemic 
continues to affect the safety of mass gatherings and travel. 
 It is the Commission’s responsibility to select the site and set the dates of General Conference. Further, the Book 
of Discipline requires the Commission on the General Conference to "take necessary measures to assure full participation 
of all General Conference delegates." The Commission concluded that mandate was not achievable by means of either an 
in-person meeting in 2021 or a virtual meeting. 
For more information:  https://www.sgaumc.org/newsdetail/general-conference-postponed-to-2022-15076499 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Rev. Jimmy Cason to serve as Northeast District Superintendent 
 Bishop Lawson Bryan has announced the projected appointment of Rev. Jimmy Cason as the 
Northeast District Superintendent, effective June 2021. 
 Rev. Jimmy Cason, who retired at the 2020 Annual Conference session, will succeed Rev. Chris 
Ramsey, whose new appointment will be announced when local church appointments are released. In 
June, Rev. Ramsey will have served his full eight years as a District Superintendent. 
 The other five district superintendents currently serving will be reappointed to serve in their 
respective districts. Rev. David Thompson the Coastal District Superintendent; Rev. Craig Hutto the 
North Central District Superintendent; Rev. Steve Patton the Northwest District Superintendent; Rev. 
Paula Lewis the South Central District Superintendent; and Rev. Doreen Smalls the Southwest 
District Superintendent. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Northwest District Correct Mailing Address 
Mail continues to be sent to our old address on Second Avenue.  Please change your records to 
show the correct mailing address: 

 Mailing Address Physical Address
          Northwest District           Northwest District    
              P. O. Box 430           The Corporate Center              
                  Columbus, GA 31902     233 - 12th Street, Suite #816   
                Columbus, GA 31901 

                                                  
                                                       

___________________________________________________________________________________________

http://www.apple.com
https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/SexualEthicsWorkshopApril2021
https://www.sgaumc.org/newsdetail/general-conference-postponed-to-2022-15076499


St. Mary’s Road UMC pastor mixes 
Bible, baking in online devotional series
February 15, 2021 
By Kara Witherow, Editor

Last summer, Dr. Adriane Burgess baked her way 
through the pandemic.

With butter, sugar, and flour by her side, Dr. 
Burgess – like thousands of others – found solace and 
comfort in the kitchen.

“I was baking at home like everyone else,” Dr. 
Burgess laughed. “This is something I have always had 
a passion for.”

She’s now combined her love of sweet treats and scripture in a regular Facebook video series named 
“Dessert. Devotion.” Part cooking show, part Bible study, Dr. Burgess’ videos are charismatic, warm, and wise.

In her videos, Dr. Burgess, who gew up baking with her mother, shares recipes she created or family 
recipes she and her mom have perfected. She also shares tips and tricks – like sifting flour and using packaged 
peanut butter cookie mix – with her audience.

“I remember growing up and learning how to grease the pan and run the mixer,” said Dr. Burgess, pastor 
of St. Mary’s Road United Methodist Church in Columbus. “It’s something we really enjoyed doing together, 
and I have always loved trying different recipes and creating some of my own.”

During the early days of the pandemic, she also dreamed of creating a devotional series, something that 
would teach and encourage, but wasn’t quite sure what it would look like. A friend suggested she combine her 
love of baking and the Bible.

“There are plenty of devotionals and devotional opportunities out there, but I wanted something that 
would be a little different, really fun and creative, and something I enjoy,” Dr. Burgess said. “So I set off to 
design a devotion that was upbeat, hopeful, affirming, and fun.”

There’s a need for devotionals – short, simple teaching on a Bible verse, biblical topic, or a single truth 
from the Bible – perhaps now more than ever, she said.

“I saw there was a need for a positive message, for Christian encouragement, a space for reflection, for 
self-care,” Dr. Burgess said. “I thought this would create a space in our homes … to treat ourselves – that’s the 
tagline – for spiritual care and to do something that’s fun and positive.”

The videos are also a great way for Dr. Burgess – who moved to St. Mary’s Road UMC last June in the 
middle of the pandemic – to let her new congregation see a side of her outside of worship services. They’ve also 
helped her stay connected to past congregations, family members, and friends, some as far away as Belize and 
Germany.

“This has been a way to stay connected with people. It’s been fun to see them share the devotion with 
their family and friends. We all know someone who loves to bake or who is looking for that next devotion.”

It’s impossible to choose a favorite dessert, Dr. Burgess says – her next recipe is always her favorite – 
and she’s planning to experiment with vegan dishes and desserts during Lent. She’s also preparing a “Dessert. 
Devotion” Lenten series, with special recipes and a prayer group.

No matter what she’s whipping up, she always has something sweet and an encouraging word to share.
In her “Dessert.Devotion: Homemade 7Up Pound Cake and Peacemaking” video, she compared baking 

a pound cake to being a peacemaker and then read Matthew 5:9.
“There are two pieces of advice my mama will teach me even today,” Dr. Burgess said. “The first is, if 

you want to make a good cake, it’s not just about having the right ingredients, it’s also about how you put the 
cake together. And when it comes to peacemaking, it’s not just what you say, it’s how you say it.”



________________________________________
On March 4, Join Nona Jones at 
Bishop Palmer’s Leadership Clinic
In  partnership  with  Cokesbury  and  Amplify 
Media,  Bishop  Gregory  Palmer’s  guest  for  this 
month’s  Leadership  Clinic  will  be  author  and 
pastor Nona Jones—the globally renowned expert 
on social media ministry. Nona will provide her 
unique  point  of  view  on  the  age  of  digital 
discipleship  from  her  best-selling  book  From 
Social  Media  to  Social  Ministry.  You’ll  learn 
practical steps to take your church’s ministry and 

discipleship to the next level, into the digital age.
Register now for the March 4th Clinic, presented live online via Zoom, from 10:00 A.M. to 12:00 P.M.
Take your ministry digital
Recommended Books:

Cokesbury
FREE  SHIPPING  every 
day  with  minimum 
purchase of eligible items!
Free  shipping  applies  to 
standard ground shipping to 
continental U.S. only.

Amplify
Is your small group meeting virtually? For many of our studies, you can download books,  
study guides, and more at Cokesbury as well as stream videos by subscription at Amplify 
Media.



Responding to the Texas Winter Storms 2021 

Residents across Texas endured 139 hours of temperatures below freezing, widespread electricity outages, 
burst water pipes and extensive property damage during the winter storm which blanketed the state. We continue 
to pray for families who have lost loved ones and for the communities that are now realizing the extent of damage 
as areas have thawed out. 
  Methodists throughout the connection are responding. Churches in these areas are finding creative ways to 
serve their communities. From opening churches as warming stations to distributing water and blankets to those 
who were left without. We would like to walk alongside the North Texas Annual Conference, The Texas Annual 
Conference and the Rio Grande Annual Conference in their response to meet the needs in their areas. 
 Subfreezing temperatures and several inches of snow cannot slow down the ministry of our churches, and 
this is the strength in the connection as we reach across boundaries to help and serve. 
  
 Below are three things we can all do now to help those impacted by this storm: 

1. Pray. Please continue to pray for those whose lives have been affected by the winter storms. Please also pray for 
the First Responders through the search and rescue phase of this response, Early Response Teams, disaster 
coordinators, and the many volunteers in the local churches who are working tirelessly to provide relief and assess 
immediate needs. 
2. Give. Give to relief and recovery efforts. 
    Donate online (choose the first option: Disaster Response- Outside SGA) 
    Give through your local church to SGA Conference Advance #6798: Disaster Response - Outside SGA 
    Mail a check to the Administrative Services Office made out to the South Georgia Conference and earmarked 
Conference Advance #6798. (address: PO Box 7727, Macon, GA 31209). 
    Give through UMCOR to US Disaster Response #901670 
Please do not collect or send goods and supplies unless you have a contact and clear direction for what is needed to 
best assist the areas and how it would be distributed once supplies arrive.  While we all want to be helpful during 
this time, we also do not want to contribute to the “second disaster” in which well intended donations are not an 
actual need (or there are no current avenues for distribution) allowing items to collect and do harm by becoming a 
burden to responders. 
3. Connect. Stay connected to the conferences that have been impacted through their websites and Facebook pages 
for updated, timely information. 

Praying for all those affected and displaced from this storm.   

Luis Morales 
South Georgia Conference Disaster Coordinator 
morhilll@gmail.com 

Allison Lindsey 
Director, Office of Connectional Ministries 
allison@sgaumc.com 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________  



_______________________________________________________________________________________

Georgia United Methodist Foundation Newsletter 
sign-up  www.gumf.org/newsletters   For more information:  

GUMF
770-449-6726
877-220-5663

    info@gumf.org
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

South Georgia Conference Offices 
The Episcopal, Administrative Services, Ministerial Services and OCM offices.

3040 Riverside Drive
Suite A 2

Macon, GA 31210
Mailing Address

P.O.Box 7227
Macon, GA 31209-7227

________________________________________________________________________________________

The Northwest District
Steve Patton, District Superintendent

steve@sgaumc.com 
706-561-4541

233 - 12th Street
Suite 816

Columbus, GA 31901

_____________________________________________________________________________________
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