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Steve Patton, District Superintendent
R. Lawson Bryan, Resident Bishop

From your District Superintendent . . .
August is Back to School time. By the end of this month, most of our students
(and their teachers) will be back in school, and this has me thinking in a couple of directions . . .
First of all, I want to thank all of the educators who live and serve in the
communities where our churches are located. The work that you do in shaping and leading our children and youth is an awesome investment in our future. This is also true for those parents who choose to educate their children at home. I challenge us
all to pray for our educators and our students as they begin a new academic year! A number of our
churches in the Northwest District have created partnerships with their local schools, both public and
private, providing support for students and teachers in very tangible ways. These partnerships are excellent opportunities to reach out with the love of Christ!
Next, I want to draw your attention to the excitement (and sometimes the fear) experienced by students of all ages in those first few days of a new school year. Young children experience anxiety being
separated from parents. And older kids and youth worry about being accepted by their peers and “fitting in.” Back when I was growing up in Jesup, Georgia, “back to school” meant new blue jeans and a
new pair of tennis shoes. But those couldn’t be just ANY shoes and jeans – they had to be the right
brand! At a time when we thought we were asserting our independence, we all dressed alike. And we
would not dare to be seen in public wearing an off-brand pair of shoes or jeans!
In similar fashion, the church today has fallen prey to a type of “peer pressure,” where fitting in with
the culture and being widely accepted is a priority. Romans 12:2 states, “Do not be conformed to this
world.” But in many places in the church today, we have not only allowed the world to squeeze us into
its mold, we have actively encouraged it to do so. Fitting in may be a normal and natural pressure for
kids at school, but the church must maintain a healthy and loving level of nonconformity in the world.
And finally, Back to School reminds me of the challenge and opportunity of being a lifelong learner. In
that same Romans 12 passage, Paul says that the antidote for being conformed to the world is to be
“transformed by the renewing of your minds.” In his letter to the Philippians, Paul tells them to use
their minds to think about things that are true, honorable, right, pure, lovely and of good repute
(4:8). A disciple of Jesus Christ is, by definition, a learner. We are always going back to school. No
matter where we are in life, no matter how far we have come on the journey of faith, there is so much
more to learn. And I am humbled and grateful for the opportunity to learn and serve with the wonderful people of the Northwest District!

Steve

The South Georgia Conference will host a drop-in farewell reception for . . .

Bishop R. Lawson Bryan and Mrs. Sherrill Bryan
Sunday, August 15, 2021
3:00 – 5:00 p.m.
Vineville United Methodist Church in Macon.
All are invited and encouraged to attend
“We want to take the opportunity to thank Bishop Bryan and Sherrill for their five
years of ministry among us, he signed up for four years but gave us five. While we
are sad to see them go, we are grateful for their years of ministry.”
Rev. James Cason
Chairman of the Conference Committee on Episcopacy

___________________________________________________________________________

✟

Rev. Dr. James "Jim" T. Trice Jr.

✟

September 20, 1939 – July 22, 2021
A memorial service was held July 29, 2021 in Savannah, GA at 11:00 AM at Isle of Hope United
Methodist Church. Interment will follow in the Isle of Hope Memory Garden. A celebration of
life will be held July 31, 2021 at 2:00 PM at Carlyle Place, 5300 Zebulon Road, Macon, GA
31210. Jim served congregations through ministry in United Methodist Congregations in the
South Georgia Annual Conference that included Harmony UMC in LaGrange, The Geneva
Larger Parish in Geneva, Aldersgate UMC in Columbus, Buena Vista UMC, Forest Hills UMC in
Macon, First UMC in Bainbridge, First UMC in Valdosta, District Superintendent of the
Columbus District and Isle of Hope UMC in Savannah.

_______________________________________________________________________

District Cares and Concerns
Please keep in your prayers Robert Anderson, Northwest District Lay Leader.

•Golden Cross

Sunday – August 15

Golden Cross is a
ministry that reaches out in
love to the laity in
our Annual Conference who
are experiencing financial difficulty due to excessive medical expenses. Through Golden Cross, United Methodists care
for members of our local churches in time of emotional stress and financial need. Each church is asked to observe Golden
Cross Sunday to receive an offering and send it to the conference treasurer.

•Online Basic Lay Servant Ministries Training – August 17, 19, 24, 26

Lay Servant training is designed to educate those persons interested in stretching their faith to participate more fully in the
ministries of the church. They have three main areas of focus: Leading, Caring, and Communicating. The basic class is
based on Cokesbury’s book, “Lay Servant Ministries Basic Course,” which teaches a basic understanding of ministry in
the United Methodist Tradition. Included in the course is the following: Wesleyan Tradition and Foundations, Spiritual
Gifts, Servant Leadership, Caring Ministries, Communicating, and Sharing Your Faith. You must complete all of the
scheduled dates to complete your training. To participate you will need either a cell phone that will allow you to download
the Zoom app (please do so ahead of time) or a laptop, a steady wi-fi connection, and a willingness to learn in a modern
way. Registration fee for the class is $25. For more information, contact Anne Bosarge at anne@thechapelministries.com.
Register

•Fall 2021 Certified Lay Ministry Training, Leesburg
September 11, September 25, October 2, October 23, November 6, November 20
In this six-session course, held at The Pointe in Leesburg, participants will develop a team of leaders and supporters

within their current congregation who will encourage them throughout the course and beyond. Through the classes, they’ll
build relationships with other South Georgia lay leaders and learn, practice, implement, share, and be inspired to take what
they’ve learned and put it into action. The coursework includes holistic ministry training covering the following topics:
worship, discipleship, preaching and teaching, congregational care, communication, organizational and personal
leadership, and the United Methodist connection. The cost for the class is $300 per person, which includes lunch, snacks,
and curriculum materials for the entire course. If you have questions or need more information, please contact Anne
Bosarge at anne@thechapelministries.com. Register

•Online Advanced Lay Servant Ministries Training – September 14, 16, 21, 23

Lay Servant training is designed to educate those persons interested in stretching their faith to participate more fully in the
ministries of the church. They have three main areas of focus: Leading, Caring, and Communicating. The advanced class,
based on Cokesbury’s book, “Each One a Minister,” by William Carter, is a study of the book of Ephesians and what it
teaches us about how we are called to use our spiritual gifts. Advanced LSM Training includes learning how to put your
spiritual gifts into service. This training will be offered via Zoom. You must complete all of the scheduled dates to
complete your training. To participate, you will need either a cell phone that will allow you to download the Zoom app
(please do so ahead of time) or a laptop, a steady wi-fi connection, and a willingness to learn in a modern way.
Registration fee for the class is $25. (Note: Basic Lay Servant class must be completed before taking Advanced Class.)
For more information contact Anne Bosarge at anne@thechapelministries.com. Register

•Methodist Children’s Home Work Day Offering – September19

Every local church in South Georgia is encouraged to receive a special Work Day Offering to support the ministry of The
Methodist Home for Children and Youth. To learn more about this incredible ministry of our conference visit
www.themethodisthome.org.

SEPTEMBER 19, 2021
PARTNER WITH US IN OUR MISSION TO
RESTORE CHILDHOODS AND STRENGTHEN FAMILIES!

September 13 and 14
Bishop Graves is planning to be in the Northwest District to meet with clergy and laity. The times and locations will be announced later.
October 9th
Annual Conference delegates, both lay and clergy, will meet in Tifton for a Conference rally with Bishop
Graves, our General Conference Delegation and other Conference leadership for information and updates on
General Conference 2022.
December 4, 12 noon
Americus 1st UMC, District Ministers’ Christmas party.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Fraud Alert: Spoofing Emails Being Sent From Fake Address
The conference office has been notified of a spoofing email as well as a text making the rounds to various South
Georgia United Methodists appearing as a message from Bishop Bryan. This most recent email is from a fake,
spoofed email account that has NO ties to Bishop Bryan.
Please know that the Bishop will never ask for a donation, gift cards, or any kind of transfer of money via email.
We recommend that you don't open attachments or give your personal information to anyone unless you are
sure about the email address.
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Epworth By The Sea Will Reopen To the Public This Fall
Epworth By The Sea, which has been closed to the public since Sept. 22, 2020, plans to reopen to the public in
late fall 2021.
When Epworth By The Sea reopens, guests are invited to experience Epworth’s peace, connection, and beauty,
said Executive Vice President Rev. Wayne Racz. The campus has undergone significant improvements
including: cabins enlarged and upgraded with central heat and air, larger bathrooms, and tankless gas water
heaters; lodge room interiors remodeled and updated; and construction of a picnic pavilion and amphitheater
under the oaks will begin this fall. Food service has also expanded and improved.
“Epworth is eager to resume normal activities and welcome guests back,” Rev. Racz said. “You have been
missed along with the ministry that happens. We have missed our churches, children and youth groups, camps,
law enforcement, military, families and individual guests. We yearn to see our campus full of guests and
activities once again.” Video about Epworth reopening
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Columbus Musicians Consortium
Save the Date. The "Columbus Musicians Consortium", a philanthropic arts organization, will
present its first concert, on Sunday, August 22, at 4:00 p.m. in the Wynnton UMC sanctuary.
The concert is free to the public, but an offering will be collected to benefit the Wynnton
Neighborhood Network & Wynnton Neighborhood Housing.

Charge Conference Forms
The 2021 Charge Conference Forms are now live and may be found at www.sgaumc.org/onlineforms. In addition, the Extension Ministry dashboard is updated and ready as well at www.sgaumc.org/emdashboard.
Section 1 requires the use of the church dashboard (Clergy Compensation Form for clergy serving a local church or extension ministry and the Local Church Leadership List). Please contact the district office if you need help with your username and password.
Sections 2-4 contain fillable .pdf or Word documents, and Section 5 contains links provided by agencies/ministries of our
Conference.
If you have never completed charge conference forms or need a refresher, Dr. Derek McAleer has provided a Charge Conference Overview Webinar to assist you.
There are several reminders and updates to note:
Lay Leadership List
As a reminder, the district and conference offices communicate with those persons holding various leadership positions of
the local church throughout the year. This includes delegates to the Annual Conference session. It is vitally important that
each required leadership position includes name AND email address.
Clergy Compensation Form
For clergy serving a local church the Compensation Form is accessed through the Church dashboard. For clergy serving in
an extension ministry position the Compensation Form is accessed through the Extension Ministry dashboard.
This year, the Compensation Form will be only one section. No need to go back later and do a second part anymore!
Clergy will not be reporting their health insurance elections on the compensation form. Clergy will go ahead and complete
their Compensation Form - including their pension elections - online, and turn it in through the Charge Conference. After
Open Enrollment has concluded, clergy will print out their health insurance/benefits elections confirmation form and give
a copy to his or her Treasurer so that the Treasurer will know what to withhold from their paycheck beginning Jan 1.
PLEASE NOTE: No one from the District or Conference offices will communicate your health elections to your local
church treasurer. This is the responsibility of the clergy person.
2021 Charge Conference Form Timeline
August 2
Charge Conference Forms Open Online (including compensation)
November 3-18
HealthFlex Open Enrollment
November 19
Completed Equitable Compensation applications due to District Offices
December 3
Clergy Compensation Forms Close Online
________________________________________________

2021 CLUSTER CHARGE CONFERENCE SCHEDULE
Cluster 1 > October 3, 2:00 p.m., Pierce Chapel UMC, Columbus
Cluster 4* > October 3, 5:00 p.m., Vienna UMC
Cluster 3 > October 10, 2:00 p.m., Reynolds UMC
Cluster 2* > October 10, 5:00 p.m., Ft. Valley UMC
Cluster 5 > October 17, 2:00 p.m., Lee Street UMC, Americus
Cluster 6 > October 17, 5:00 p.m., Shellman UMC
Cluster 7 > October 24, 2:00 p.m. Wynnton UMC
Cluster 8 > October 24, 5:00 p.m. South Columbus UMC
Please note: Pastors pre-charge conference consultations me will take place on Monday or
Tuesday before your Cluster Conference.
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_______________________________________________________________________________

South Georgia Conference Offices
The Episcopal, Administrative Services, Ministerial Services and OCM offices.
3040 Riverside Drive
Suite A 2
Macon, GA 31210
Mailing Address
P.O.Box 7227
Macon, GA 31209-7227
________________________________________________________________________________________
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