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Doing Life Together
It was a defining moment in the history of God’s people, Israel, and a critical point in the life of God’s prophet,
Elijah. Coming off of an emotionally draining victory over the prophets of Baal on Mount Carmel (see 1st Kings
18), Elijah runs and hides in the desert to escape the wrath of the wicked and cruel queen, Jezebel.
After an exhausting journey, Elijah finally arrives at Horeb, the “Mountain of God.” While there, Elijah witnesses a fireworks show of epic proportions: hurricane force winds, an earthquake, and fire from heaven. But
God’s presence came to Elijah in the experience of a gentle blowing wind and a still, small voice. And God asked
his fleeing prophet, “Elijah, what are you doing here?” Elijah answered, “Lord, I have been zealous to follow
you, but the people of Israel have torn down your altars and killed all your prophets. I am the only one left, and
now Jezebel is out to get me.”
Have you ever felt that way? Have you ever felt the burden of being the only one in the room who wants to do
the right thing? Do you know the loneliness of trying to live a holy life? Being serious about our relationship
with God can sometimes make us feel isolated. Elijah felt that way after Mount Carmel. He felt all alone. In
fact, Elijah felt so badly, that death looked like an attractive alternative. It was a classic case of stress and
burnout, and the unreliable emotions that attend these things.
God’s response to Elijah is fascinating. He tells him to get up and get back to work:
“Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus, and when you have arrived, you shall anoint Hazael king over Aram; and Jehu the son of Nimshi you shall anoint king over Israel; and Elisha the son of
Shaphat of Abel- meholah you shall anoint as prophet in your place.” [1 Kings 19:15-16]
God directs Elijah to three allies who will be instruments in God’s continued work of bringing righteousness to
Israel. The most important of these is Elisha, who becomes Elijah’s protégé and companion in the sometimesoverwhelming work of ministry.
And then in verse 18, God throws in an unknown, but vital statistic for Elijah to consider: “Yet I will leave
7,000 in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal and every mouth that has not kissed him.”
God was saying to Elijah, “You cannot do this on your own.” So he gave him Elisha to share the load and prepare for the future. And God also said, “Things are not as bad as you think. YOU ARE NOT ALONE.” Elijah had
7,000 brothers and sisters of like mind and heart, scattered throughout the population of Israel.
We could learn a lot from Elijah’s ups and downs. As brothers and sisters in Christ, we are never alone in this
world! We might feel like we are alone, but we are not. We have the Holy Spirit living within us, the Promise of
the One who said he would never leave us. And we have one another as we come together as the family of God.
I am grateful for the people and the churches of the Northwest District. You are the visible expression of Jesus
Christ in the earth, and a powerful reminder that we are not alone!

Steve

CHARGE CONFERENCE SCHEDULE
Cluster 3 > October 10, 2:00 p.m., Reynolds UMC
Cluster 2* > October 10, 5:00 p.m., Ft. Valley UMC
Cluster 5 > October 17, 2:00 p.m., Lee Street UMC, Americus
Cluster 6 > October 17, 5:00 p.m., Shellman UMC
Cluster 7 > October 24, 2:00 p.m. Wynnton UMC
Cluster 8 > October 24, 5:00 p.m. South Columbus UMC
Please note: Pastors pre-charge conference consultations me will take place on
Monday or Tuesday before your Cluster Conference Forms

2021 CHARGE CONFERENCE CONSULTATION SCHEDULE
(30-minute blocks)

Cluster 5 & Cluster 6
October 11 > 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m., Shellman UMC
October 12 > 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m., 1:00-4:00 Americus 1st UMC
Cluster 7 & Cluster 8
October 18 > 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m., NW District Office
October 19 > 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m., 1:30 - 3:00 p.m., NW District Office
The 2021 Charge Conference Forms are now live and may be found at www.sgaumc.org/onlineforms. In addition, the
Extension Ministry dashboard is updated and ready as well at www.sgaumc.org/emdashboard.
If you have never completed charge conference forms or need a refresher, Dr. Derek McAleer has provided a Charge
Conference Overview Webinar to assist you.
2021 Charge Conference Form Timeline
August 2
Charge Conference Forms Open Online (including compensation)
November 3-18
HealthFlex Open Enrollment
November 19
Completed Equitable Compensation applications due to District Offices
December 3
Clergy Compensation Forms Close Online
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

October is Pastor Appreciation Month
October 10, 2021, is Pastor Appreciation Day
From Pastor Appreciation Month grew the idea of emphasizing one specific day to nationally pay
tribute to our clergy. This day became known as Pastor Appreciation Day. Also referred to as Clergy
Appreciation Day, this day of showing national gratitude for clergy members is celebrated on the second Sunday in
October. In 2021, Pastor Appreciation Day will be Sunday, October 10th.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

District Cares and Concerns
Congratulations to J and Laura Grantham on the arrival of a grandson, Rory Everett Miller, 7 lbs. 4ozs., 19“,
born September 9, 2021, at 12:25 p.m., in Cumming, Georgia. Proud parents are Jordan and Brian Miller. Rory
joins big brothers, Chandler and Raiden. Great-grandmother is Gail Grantham.

Northwest District Ministers and Spouses
Christmas Party

December 4, 11:45
Americus 1st United Methodist Church

KidzQuest
October 15-17, 2021
Camp Jekyll 4-H Center on Jekyll Island
3rd-6th grade students and is limited to 250 participants.
InformationIRegisterwww.sgaumc.org/kidzquestwww.sgaumc.org/encounter

ENCOUNTER YOUTH RETREAT
November 19-21, 2021
CAMP JEKYLL 4-H CENTER, JEKYLL ISLAND, GEORGIA
Registration is now open for KidzQuest, the Conference’s annual fall children’s retreat for students in third through
sixth grades, and Encounter, the Conference's annual youth retreat for students in sixth through twelfth grades.
KidzQuest is scheduled for October 15-17, 2021, at Camp Jekyll 4-H Center on Jekyll Island, Georgia for 3rd-6th
grade students and is limited to 250 participants.InformationIRegisterEncounter Youth Retreat,for 6th-12th grade
students,will take place November 19-21, 2021, at Epworth ByThe Sea on St. Simons Island. InformationIRegisterwww.sgaumc.org/kidzquestwww.sgaumc.org/encounter
____________________________________________________________________________________________

South Georgia ERTs Needed In Louisiana
In response to the devastation left by Hurricanes Ida and Nicholas, the Louisiana
Conference of The United Methodist Church is now extending the invitation to
South Georgia Conference early response teams (ERTs). This is a great
opportunity to use emergency relief training.
Wynnton UMC Emergency Relief Team left after the morning worship service
October 3, traveling to help those affected by Hurricane Ida. They will return on
Thursday, October 7. The team members are: John Denny, Mike Johnson, Cliff
Livingston, Glenn Martin (Northwest District ERT Coordinator), David Pringle,
and Park Simpson.

Opening doors of faith, hope and opportunity since 1935

Your Gift. Their Future.
$50,000 Match Campaign Challenge.
Double your impact. Your gift x 2
The year is almost over, but the mission of Open Door continues in our community for those experiencing homelessness and poverty. A generous anonymous donor has pledged $50,000 to the ministries of Open Door if we
can raise the same amount.
Will you partner with us to help people with barriers that prevent them from reaching their full potential as children of
God?
In the designation area please identify your gift as "Match Campaign" to double your gift. Thank you.
Click to Double Your Impact.
You also may mail a check labeled "Match Campaign" to
Open Door Community House,
2405 2nd Avenue, Columbus, GAZ 31901
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sponsored by the Office of Connectional Ministries . . .

BOTH/AND: To Be Continued Webinar
Zoom Webinar
Tuesday, October 12, 2021, 10:00 a.m. -11:30 a.m.
•An

invitation to determine your WHY for BOTH/AND worship
•13 reasons why BOTH/AND must continue
• Answer to the “what if they don’t come back to the building” question
• How to create a BOTH/AND Think Tank at your church
•How to build an intentional chat strategy in order foster real relationships
• BOTH/AND pro tips
• Q&A

Join Jason Moore for a follow up to the popular BOTH/AND webinar. BOTH/AND: To Be Continued will focus on why
hybrid should carry on, how to continue to iterate and will provide tangible handles on how to do it well. This brand new
90-minute training brings all new content focused on the why, how and what we can do to run the next leg of this very
important race. We are living in an incredible “Great Commission” moment in the church. Let’s lean in and continue to
iterate forward. Register
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
GOLDEN CROSS FUND
The Golden Cross Fund is a ministry that reaches out in love to the laity in our Annual Conference who are experiencing financial difficulty due to excessive medical expenses. Through
Golden Cross, United Methodists care for members of our local churches in time of emotional
stress and financial need. If you or someone you know is struggling with medical bills, please
refer them to the Gold Cross Fund. For more info, go to https://www.sgaumc.org/golden-crossfund.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Bishop’s Initiative for Children and Poverty
The South Georgia Conference, through the Office of Connectional Ministries and the Conference Outreach Team, is offering grants of up to $2,000 to local churches for ministries focused on children and poverty.The application deadline is
October 15, 2021. Projects must be completed between December 2021 and July 2022. Ministries or projects may be
ongoing or new.DOWNLOAD APPLICATION (TO PRINT) DOWNLOAD APPLICATION
(FILLABLE .PDF)

New Book By Bishop Looney
Well known for his humor, Bishop Looney, who served the South Georgia Conference from 1988 until his retirement in 2000, has written a book of “holy hilarity” and
inspirational stories.

A third-generation pastor who still preaches every Sunday at his retirement
home, Bishop Looney enjoys life and people. He jokes that he’s now enjoying his fifth retirement. In addition to serving three churches and eight years
as episcopal director at the Foundation for Evangelism, writing “The Fun of
Being Looney” is just one more thing he’s done since he said goodbye to
South Georgia 21 years ago.The people and churches of South Georgia always remain close to his heart, though.“South Georgia is a very special place
to me,” Bishop Looney said. “The people spoiled us for 12 years.
”Find “The Fun of Being Looney” on Amazon. All proceeds will go to the Foundation for Evangelism, whose mission is
to promote, encourage, and provide sources for Wesleyan evangelism, inviting all people into a life-transforming relationship with Jesus Christ. Bishop Looney served as president, as Episcopal Director, and continues to serve as Episcopal
Director Emeritus of the Foundation.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
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