
          

FROM YOUR SUPERINTENDENT

Easter makes all the difference. A favorite hymn states, “Because He lives, I can face tomorrow . . . Seriously? Is that what 
we really believe? In a world of disease and death, where bombs and rockets are raining down on innocent civilians, we 
may be tempted to fear tomorrow. At a time when marriages and families are falling apart and crime and injustice runs 
rampant, you and I may wonder, “Can we really face tomorrow? Do we have what it takes to even face today??” Because 
He lives, the answer is YES!! The only valid reason you and I have for a hopeful tomorrow is the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. When He rose up from the grave, Jesus defeated sin and death, set us free and secured our home in eternity. 
Strength for today and hope for tomorrow is all ours, because He lives!

As I speak to pastors and lay people around our district, there is an excitement about Easter this year that we have not had 
for some time. Part of it is the feeling of emerging from a 2-year-long “Covid Winter.” It’s exciting to be moving towards 
full participation during the holiest season of the year. But I think even more energizing is the renewed sense of how much 
we need the hope of Easter. Recent world events, along with the challenges and struggles in our own culture, draw us to 
the cross and the empty tomb. In our hearts we sense, like never before, that the world needs the good news of Jesus 
Christ. People need the Lord! And the Holy Spirit is at work as Jesus keeps building His Church. As you attend your 
church’s Easter services this year, I trust you will do so with renewed excitement and anticipation, expecting to meet your 
Risen Savior!

After a two-year delay, we are finally back to making plans for the Northwest District to host the South Georgia Annual 
Conference. Annual Conference will meet June 5-8, at the Columbus Convention and Trade Center, Columbus Georgia. 
Lay Delegates from each local church have been elected, but we still need volunteers to help in a variety of areas. If you 
are available and willing to serve as a volunteer during Annual Conference, please call the District office.

I am looking forward to holding District Conference on Sunday, May 1st, 4:00 p.m., in the Sanctuary of St. 
Luke UMC, Columbus, Ga. This will be our first in person District Conference in two years. The main business 
of District Conference is to approve the 2023 District budget (including NW District Mission spending) and to 
elect district officers. The Standing Rules of the Annual Conference provide for each local church to have a 
specific number of lay delegates to District Conference, based on its number of professing members. Pastors, 
you will receive an email with instructions for selecting your delegates.

In addition to the business portion of the District Conference, we will gather to worship together and hear some 
exciting updates from a pair of the ministries supported by your NW District apportionments. First of all, Kim 
Jenkins, Executive Director of Open Door Community House in Columbus, will be with us to share how this 
great ministry is moving forward in some new and exciting ways. And secondly, Andy Ginn and Lynn 
Meadows-White will give us an update on the launch of the new Wesley Foundation at Columbus State 
University. These are just two examples of the important kingdom work taking place in the Northwest District. I 
know we will all be inspired as we hear how the Lord is at work in these two ministries, and I look forward to 
seeing you there!Steve
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Dear Lay/Clergy member to Annual Conference, 

Our 2022 South Georgia Annual Conference Session is 
set for June 5-8 in Columbus, Ga. All Sunday activities 
and all business sessions will be held at The Columbus 
Georgia Convention & Trade Center, a wonderful venue 
along the banks of the Chattahoochee River. The 
memorial service and the service of ordination and 
commissioning  will be held in the beautiful sanctuary of 
St. Luke UMC. 

The Annual Conference Program Committee, the Local Arrangements Team, and 
the Northwest District are working hard to prepare for our arrival and are excited 
about welcoming conference members to Columbus. 

We are looking forward to being led by our Episcopal leader, Bishop David Graves. 
He will lead us around our conference theme, “Great Is Your Faithfulness.”   

Bishop Graves has invited Bishop James Swanson to be the preacher for our 
Opening Worship Service on Sunday evening and Rev. Bill Bagwell to be our 
Memorial Service preacher. Bishop Graves will preach our Service of Ordination 
and Commissioning on Monday evening. In addition, morning worship services will 
be held daily as we center ourselves prior to beginning the business of the day. Rev. 
Adriane Burgess will lead us on Monday, Rev. Teresa Edwards will lead Tuesday, 
and Rev. Daniel Medina on Wednesday. 

We are excited to announce that our 2022 Annual Conference special offering will 
provide South Georgia United Methodists the opportunity to partner with North 
Katanga United Methodists to support two of their ministries, Kamina Orphanage 
and Wings of the Morning Aviation. We ask each church to take an offering prior to 
conference and present it at the opening worship service. More information about 
these ministries can be found at www.sgaumc.org/specialoffering. ; 

Seven resolutions have been received by the Conference Committee on 
Resolutions for consideration this year. A link to view the resolutions as well as a 
link to a survey from our General Conference delegation is listed below. In addition, 
Bishop Graves has filmed a FAQ video that will be extremely helpful for clergy and 
laity.  

Please note that the Book of Recommendations and Reports will be available for 
clergy and lay members by late April. Also, if there has been a change in the lay 
member(s) representing your charge, please log in to your church dashboard, 
www.sgaumc.org/dashboard, and make the change in the "My Church's Leaders" 
section. Please also share the change with your district office. 

I look forward to greeting you in Columbus in June! 

Meredyth Earnest 



 

 

 

It will be a fun day with a barbecue lunch, tours of our Macon campus (including the 100+ 
year old chapel), and live music from The Grapevine Band, a local Macon favorite. We’ll also 
have a few of our alumni visiting that day as a way to share how God’s provision through 
TMH has made a lasting impact in their lives. We will even have a big birthday cake with 
candles! We encourage church groups to travel together in a church van, if possible, to help 
with parking availability.

It’s our 150th 
Birthday Party!

The Methodist Home
Celebrating 150 Years

YOU’RE INVITED
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Please join us for a day 
of fun and fellowship

 with music by The Grapevine Band.
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Living Life to the Fullest: 
An Older Adult Retreat 

May 16-19, 2022 
St. Simons Island, GA 

Explore the Golden Isles  
during your afternoon free time! 

 
Optional Excursions included in Registration Fee: 

• Dolphin Boat Tour 
• Moore Methodist Museum Tour 
• St. Simons Island Trolley Tour 

• AIM Exercise Class 
• Shrimp Boat Tour (Wednesday only) 

 
Additional activities to explore on your own: 

• Tour the island at your leisure 
• Walk on the beach 

• Bike Riding 
• Shopping in the St. Simons Pier Village 

• St. Simons Lighthouse 
• Fort Frederica 

• Georgia Sea Turtle Center on Jekyll Island 
• Rest and Relax in your room  

• Walk the beautiful campus of Epworth by the Sea

Guest Speaker:  
Missy Buchanan  
a popular author/writer 
and speaker on topics of 
aging and faith. 

Entertainment: 
Andy Offutt Irwin  
One of the most sought 
after performing  
storytellers in the  
United States. 

Workshops: 
• Financial Planning 
• Living Their Legacy 
• Missy Buchanan 
• Life Planning 
• Magnolia Manor

Register today:  www.EpworthByTheSea.org/events



___________________________________________________________________
In the News
WTVM: Paver ceremony held for Robert L. Anderson at National Infantry Museum (featuring Robert 
Anderson, a member of South Columbus UMC and the Northwest District lay leader)
___________________________________________________________________

Sexual Ethics Workshop Deadline Extension 
As we wish Rev. Deborah Wight-Knight well on her Medical Leave, we realize that the Sexual Ethics Workshops set for 
February and April 2022 will not be held. To accommodate this change, the Cabinet and the Bishop will extend the 
deadline by one year for all clergy mandated to attend future workshops. For example, if you were originally due for a 
workshop during the 2021-2022 conference year and did not attend the workshop last September, you will now have an 
additional year to complete this requirement. In the meantime, we will make plans for future Sexual Ethics training. 
Resolution #2044 in The United Methodist Book of Resolutions calls for annual conference boards of ordained ministry to 
provide the much needed training in this area for those employed in ministerial leadership. Our Conference Board of 
Ordained Ministry will be taking the lead in designing how we deliver Sexual Ethics Training going forward. 
____________________________________________________________ 

Leadership Team Applications Now Available 
Applications are now being accepted for the 2022 Camp Connect Summer Leadership Team at Epworth By The 
Sea. Applications are open to college students who have completed at least one year of college. The Leadership 
Team will commit to nine weeks of camping ministry which will include serving hundreds of youth and 
children while making Christian friendships.

⛱  🛶⛱
Registration For Summer Camps Now Open 
Camp Connect, the camping ministry of the South Georgia Conference, is headed home to Epworth By The Sea 
for the 2022 summer camping season! Weekly camp dates for high school, middle school and elementary 
students, along with registration information, can be found at www.campconnectumc.org
_____________________________________________________________________________

Denman Evangelism Awards
The South Georgia Annual Conference is now accepting nominations for The Harry Denman Evangelism Award for 
Clergy, Lay, and Youth. The Harry Denman Evangelism Award program recognizes United Methodists in each annual 
conference whose exceptional ministry of evangelism – expressed in Word (what), Sign (why), and Deed (how) – brings 
people into a life-transforming relationship with Jesus Christ. To learn more about the award or to download nomination 
forms click here or contact the SGA Conference Witness Chair, Rev. Danita Knowles, at danitaknowles52@gmail.com. 
Nominations must be received no later than April 20.
 

Director of Nursery Position Available
The Midland United Methodist Church is in need of a Director of Nursery.  For more information please contact 
admin@midlandumc.com or telephone 706-561-6998.  

DISTRICT CELEBRATIONS AND CONCERNS
Clement R. (Clem) Anthony, M.D., brother of Rev. Wayne Anthony (St Peter UMC – Northwest District), 
passed away March 24, 2022. A Celebration of Life Service was held Sunday, March 27, 2022, at Pierce 
Chapel United Methodist Church.

https://www.wtvm.com/app/2022/02/25/paver-ceremony-held-robert-l-anderson-national-infantry-museum/?outputType=apps


St. Paul UMC  
supports, loves, helps Ukrainian 

orphans 
By Kara Witherow, Editor 

“Tammichka, it’s happening.”   

“Tammichka, pray for us.” 

 Tammy Reynolds – affectionately called Tammichka by her Ukrainian friends – read the texts pouring into her 
phone from her friends in Ukraine. As explosions rocked Kyiv, Reynolds’ heart broke, knowing homes and lives were being 
destroyed. 
 Minutes later, a flood of new texts came in, this time from Columbus friends, neighbors, and fellow members of 
St. Paul United Methodist Church. 
 “What’s going on?” “What’s happening?” and “How are the children?” they asked. 
 For more than 20 years, Reynolds, her husband, Matthew, St. Paul UMC pastors, and dozens of church members 
have traveled to Krivoy Rog, Ukraine and built lifelong friendships with its residents. Since 2001, the Columbus church 
has cultivated partnerships with three area orphanages and has built a ministry, Compass Ministries, that serves orphans 
and their caregivers. 
 The congregation deeply loves the children, and church members grew increasingly concerned about them and 
their safety as Russia invaded Ukraine. 
 “We’ve worked very hard to keep the children and their stories in front of our people over the years,” said 
Reynolds, who serves as chair of St. Paul UMC’s missions committee. “We’re embedded in Ukraine now. We’re part of 
these children’s lives.” 
 Through the years, St. Paul UMC has visited Krivoy Rog twice a year. Each visit, friendships flourished, 
relationships grew, and bonds deepened. The congregation has joint worship services with the orphanages and they 
regularly trade phone calls and videos. 
 Compass Ministries has developed into a year-round ministry with a team on the ground and in the orphanages 
daily on behalf of St. Paul UMC. They check on the children; run age-appropriate, Christian activities and Bible studies, 
play games; host groups who meet with young adults who have aged out of the orphanages; and lead weekly small groups. 
The church continues to stay in contact with young adults and often provide scholarships for further education or training. 
 Outside of its United Methodist apportionments, Ukraine is St. Paul UMC’s largest mission endeavor. 
 “We think of Ukraine as another extension of our church,” said senior pastor Dr. Shane Green. 
 The people of St. Paul, the Ukrainians with whom they serve, and the children have become family, Reynolds said. 
 “Our people are part of these kids’ lives,” she said. “We’re the keeper of their stories. They don’t have mamas and 
daddies and families who hold their stories. We keep their stories. We make sure they know that and it makes them feel 
worthy. St Paul is invested.” 
 When the St. Paul UMC congregation learned their Ukrainian children were at risk, they did what parents around 
the world do when children are in harm’s way. They worried. They prayed. They leapt into action. 
 St. Paul UMC’s social media is filled with updates about the children, the orphanages, and news about how people 
can help. While it’s hard to be on the other side of the world when those you love are hurting and scared, Reynolds said 
she’s inspired by the Ukrainians. 
 “I am so impressed with the young men and amazed with their patriotism and their sense of duty to the people of 
Ukraine,” she said. “One of the men is staying because there are babushkas – grandmothers and widows – who live in the 
apartments near him. He said, ‘It is my duty to stay here and do what I can to take care of them. They have no one else.’ 
That made me cry. I fear for their safety. I love him like he’s my son, but I am so proud to hear those words. He said, ‘That 
is what a Christian does.’” 
 Reynolds and her team have been working to get supplies and resources to the orphanages and children. It’s still 
cold in Ukraine and their power supply is sporadic, so they’ve tried to buy generators along with emergency food rations, 
medicines, extra mattresses, cots, and sleeping mats. In the midst of the war, one orphanage has taken on at least 65 
additional children. 
 “No one is going to go into there to take care of the kids,” she said. “We’re trying to make sure they have enough 
food, water, and medicines.” 
 Everyone at St. Paul UMC cares about and is concerned for the welfare of the children, Dr. Green said, and the 
congregation has rallied generously to provide resources so the orphanages can maintain their basic daily operations. 
 “Ukraine is something that draws us all together. They’re ours.” 
 Borrowing a phrase a former church member said about being involved in missions, Dr. Green said, “Ukraine has 
grabbed hold of the hearts of the people of St. Paul and will not let gThe crisis in Ukraine is ongoing. To join St. Paul UMC 
in its efforts to help Ukrainian children and orphans, visit their Facebook page for regular updates, more information, and 
how to give. 



 

An eight-question guide to the history of Methodism in Ukraine, how UMCOR is responding 
and the best ways for you to help now.

    How is the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) responding? 
    How can I support those still in Ukraine and those fleeing the violence? 
    Will UMCOR be sending kits and other supplies? 
    Can I volunteer? 
    How can I host refugees in my U.S. home? 
    Our church wants to have a direct relationship with a UMC congregation in Ukraine or Eastern Europe. Can 
you provide us with contact information? 
    Is The United Methodist Church active in Ukraine? In Russia? In surrounding regions? 
    What prayer can I lift up for the people of Ukraine? 

DOWNLOAD OUR FAQ PDF 
Updated as of March 28th* 
How is the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) responding? 

UMCOR’s work in Ukraine is being funded with gifts to Advance #982450, International Disaster Response 
and Recovery. Grants for immediate relief have been given to United Methodist partners in Ukraine as well as 
neighboring nations—Poland, Hungary, Romania and Slovakia—to support those who remain in Ukraine as 
well as those who have fled the violence. In addition, grants are being awarded to partners like ACT Alliance, 
International Orthodox Christian Charities (IOCC) and Human Rights League. These grants are providing 
transportation assistance, humanitarian supplies such as food, water, clothing, shelter and medication, as well 
as legal services and safe spaces for women, children and those with disabilities. UMCOR is in continuous 
dialogue with UMC entities and other partners throughout Europe to identify additional ways to assist. The 
situation in Eastern and Central Europe is evolving and Global Ministries and UMCOR will continue to 
respond in the months and years ahead. 

How can I support those still in Ukraine and those fleeing the violence? 

At this time, all gifts to UMCOR’s International Disaster Response and Recovery Advance will be used to assist 
those who remain in Ukraine and those who have fled the violence to neighboring nations. Gifts can be made in 
the following ways: 

    Online at https://umcmission.org/advance-project/982450 
    By toll-free telephone call: 1-888-252-6174 
    By check made out to Global Ministries/UMCOR with “Advance #982450-Ukraine” written on the memo 
line and mailed to Global Ministries/UMCOR, GPO, P.O. Box 9068, New York, NY, 10087-9068 
    By check made out to Global Ministries/UMCOR with “Advance #982450-Ukraine” written on the memo 
line and given to any United Methodist church 

__________________________________________ 

https://umcmission.org/umcor/faq-the-crisis-in-ukraine/
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Jeff Cleghorn    . . . Senior Adult                     
    Homecoming . . . 

April 25-27. 2022 
Epworth By The Sea            

South Georgia Conference 
United Methodist Men Retreat 

        Epworth by the Sea 
April 22-23, 2022 

Music by the Goshen Travelers  
Goshen UMC, Rincon, Georgi 

Please Come and Join Us 
 Online Reservations available at: 
www.epworthbythesea.org/events 

Bishop.James Edward Swanson, Sr.

The Whisnants Family  
Southern Gospel Quartet 

Jane J. Herlong 
Southern-Fried Humor 

Jeff Cleghorn 
 Host  

and Concert Pianist 
‘ 

Dr. Robby Foster 

Don’t Miss This Event . . .



___________________________________________________ 

Georgia United Methodist Foundation 
                            Georgia United Methodist Foundation Newsletter 

 For more information:  GUMF, 770-4496726,  877-220-5663

_________________________________________________________________________________________

South Georgia Conference Offices 
The Episcopal, Administrative Services, Ministerial Services and OCM offices.

P.O.Box 7227
Macon, GA 31209-7227

________________________________________________________________________________________

The Northwest District
Steve Patton, District Superintendent

steve@sgaumc.com 
706-561-4541

233 - 12th Street, Suite 816
Columbus, GA 31901  

Office Hours:  Monday-Thursday 9:00 am.-2:00 pm

________________________________________________________
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