Steve Patton
District SuSuperintendent

David Grave
Resident Bisho

Volunteers Neede
The South Georgia Conference is gathering June 5-8 at the Columbus Convention Center for the
2022 Annual Conference Session. As you can imagine, it takes a lot of people to make Annual
Conference happen! Are you interested in volunteering? We'd love for you to join our team of
volunteers! You can join the team as a greeter, golf cart driver, help at the Information Booth,
assist pushing wheelchairs, join the parking lot crew, and more! Come on and join us!
Where: The conference will be held downtown at the Columbus Convention Center, with
additional events at St. Luke. Volunteers will be needed onsite at both.
When: Registration starts at 3:00 p.m. on Sunday afternoon, June 5th. Events will go on all day
(morning, afternoon, evening) Monday and Tuesday, nishing up around noon on Wednesday,
June 8th
What would you be doing? Serving as a greeter, help with registration, answer questions such as
"what are some good restaurants in walking/driving distance?" and more. Help with the worship
services or business sessions (usher, runner, etc). And many others! Shifts are 2.5 - 4 hours long
How to volunteer: There are two options:
Online sign-up form: https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/2022ACVolunteerRegistration
Download a volunteer sign up sheet: PDF version or Excel version. (Completed forms can be
emailed to Melanie Hutchens at mhutchens53@gmail.com
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Questions?
Please reach out to Melanie Hutchins (contact above) or Margie Norman
(margienorman@rocketmail.com )

 	

 	


May 2022 Newsletter

Dear Lay/Clergy member to Annual Conference,
We are less than two months away from our Annual
Conference gathering in Columbus June 5 - 8. The great
people of Columbus and the Northwest District are busy
preparing for your arrival. In the coming weeks you will
receive additional Annual Conference-related information
that includes the Book of Recommendations and Reports,
parking directions and other helpful information you will
want to review prior to your arrival in Columbus. There are, however, a few things
listed below that I want to highlight for you at this point.
I look forward to greeting you in Columbus in June!
Meredyth Earnest
SGA Conference Secretary
************************
Conference Working Agenda
The 2022 Annual Conference Working Agenda has been posted online. Please note
that this is subject to change.
Our session will begin with an Opening Worship Service on Sunday evening, June
5, at 7:00 pm. Conference will conclude with a Sending Forth Service on
Wednesday, June 8. Click here for the detailed working agenda.
A few reminders about this year’s schedule:
The Clergy Session will be held in two parts: Part 1 on Sunday, May 22 (via
Zoom) and Part 2 on Monday, June 6 (at the Columbus Trade Center).
A conference business session will be held Tuesday evening, following a dinner
break.
Our goal is to adjourn by lunchtime on Wednesday. However, if we have not
completed our work we will take a short lunch break and return for an afternoon
session.

Business Related Items
Resolutions
Seven resolutions have been submitted to the Conference Committee on
Resolutions for the 2022 session of the South Georgia Annual Conference. The
committee will present each resolution, along with a recommendation for each,
during the business session June 5-8, 2022. Click here to view.
Retiree Healthcare Trust
The Conference Board of Pension and Health Benefits will present a proposal for a
Retiree Healthcare Trust during the 2022 Annual Conference session. The board
has made available many documents and a video provide an overview of the
proposal. Click here to view the video and read an FAQ document.

Disaffiliation FAQs Related to Clergy & Disaffiliated Churches
The South Georgia Conference has a disaffiliation policy for churches, but the policy
does not address the clergy who intend to continue serving the church they were
leading once the church disaffiliates. This is where we must discern what the current
Book of Discipline says and what the implications are for clergy benefits in general,
and clergy pension benefits specifically. Click here to read the FAQ document.
FAQ Video with Bishop Graves broken down by questions
In a recent FAQ video, Bishop Graves answers questions about General
Conference, denominational matters, and disaffiliations. The video has now been
broken down into 11 segments by question, making it easier to digest and share.
Click here to view.
Annual Conference Special Offering and Mission Emphasis
Special Offering
During the 2022 Annual Conference session, South Georgia United Methodists will
have the opportunity to partner with North Katanga United Methodists to support two
of their ministries, Kamina Orphanage and Wings of the Morning Aviation. Click here
to learn more about this Special Offering for our North Katanga Partnership.
As in years past, we will have a mission emphasis to support several South Georgia
agencies that do amazing ministry on a daily basis. They are the hands and feet of
Jesus Christ as they help to meet the most basic of needs. Each of the agencies
listed will have a collection box in the lobby of the Convention Center. They have
selected items that will help them in their day-to-day operation. Click here for more
information on the items needed to fill the mission bins.
Additional Information
Hotels
Venue
Childcare registration now open
List of Banquets/Special Events
Clergy Session: Part 1 & Part 2
Expenses/Per Diem
Registration
If there has been a change in the lay member(s) representing your charge, please
log in to your church dashboard, www.sgaumc.org/dashboard, and make the change
in the "My Church's Leaders" section. Please also share the change with your district
office.
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Social Media for the 2022 Annual Conferenc
Facebook: www.facebook.com/sgaum
Twitter: www.twitter.com/sgaumc / #sgaumc
Instagram: www.instagram.com/sgaum

2022 Book of Recommendations and Reports
Business items for the 2022 Annual Conference session are contained in the Book of Recommendations and
Reports (BOR). One of the purposes of the BOR is to encourage delegates to read the recommendations,
reports, and resolutions prior to arriving at conference. A good delegate is a prepared delegate.
The BOR is now available* for download as a PDF file at no cost in its entirety or in sections. You can also
purchase it for $7 (plus tax and shipping) as a professionally bound book** through lulu.com. Additionally, a
version has been designed specifically for those wishing to utilize the information in electronic form only.
In addition to the Book of Recommendations and Reports, there will be additional reports that did not make the
printing deadline. We will make these available online. Please read these reports prior to the Annual Conference
Session to help prepare you for reports given during our Annual Conference online session. Go to https://
www.sgaumc.org/bookofrecommendationsreports
___________________________________________________________________________________

Annual Conference Special Offering
To Bene t North Katanga Partnershi
By Kara Witherow, Editor
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Over the past two years, South Georgia has helped the North Katanga
Annual Conference build and reconstruct several local churches, host
empowerment training events and leadership training conferences, and train
local farmers
The mission partnership that began three years ago when a team of six
South Georgia United Methodists traveled to the North Katanga Annual
Conference, in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), continues to
develop
During the 2022 Annual Conference session, South Georgia United
Methodists will have the opportunity to partner with North Katanga United
Methodists to support two of their ministries, Kamina Orphanage and Wings
of the Morning Aviation
“We are excited to once again put focus on our partnership with the
North Katanga Annual Conference,” said Kelly Roberson, assistant to the Bishop and director of Conference Ministries/
Communications. “These ministries – the Kamina Orphanage and the Wings of the Morning Aviation – are two examples
of the great work being done in and through United Methodists all over the world. What an honor to be in ministry with
them as they help those who need it most.
Since 1997, Kamina Orphanage has helped thousands of children, orphaned by disease, violence, and poverty,
have hope and a future. South Georgia’s support of the orphanage will help provide children with meals, healthcare,
tuition, and care
An aviation ministry of The United Methodist Church in North Katanga, Wings of the Morning is under the care
and supervision of the General Board of Global Ministries
With little or no transportation infrastructure such as paved roads or a railway system, the Wings of the Morning
airplane is a lifeline to the 6 million people of the Katanga province and provides vital services including: carrying lifegiving pharmaceuticals and supplies to remote villages and towns; transporting critically ill patients to clinics and
hospitals; providing transportation for pastors, missionaries; and volunteers; and delivering payroll and other supplies to
villages, towns, and churches
“The Wings of the Morning Aviation Program is saving the lives of many people, especially those living in remote
villages and yet seeking high quality medical attention,” said Bishop Mande Muyombo, episcopal leader of the North
Katanga Episcopal Area of The United Methodist Church. “I am grateful to the South Georgia Annual Conference for
giving hope and loving these young men and women. Thank you for advancing God’s kingdom with Christlike concerns
for the orphans.
For more information about the special offering, visit www.sgaumc.org/specialoffering. Congregations are
encouraged to send and present their offering during Annual Conference’s June 5 opening worship service.

South Georgia Conference,
Churches Respond After
Destructive Tornadoes Hit Regio
4/18/202
By Kara Witherow, Edito

In what was the most signi cant tornado outbreak in
Georgia since April 2020, at least 25 tornadoes were
produced in the destructive storms that crossed the state
April 5-6
The most damaging tornadoes occurred in Bryan,
Houston, and Dooly counties, and the South Georgia
Conference of The United Methodist Church responded immediately to assess, respond, support, and meet needs
“This is the worst disaster that I’ve ever been a part of,” said Coastal District Coordinator Kelly Crane, who lives Rincon,
just over the Bryan County line in Ef ngham County. “I’ve never seen destruction like this from a tornado.
Tornadoes struck within two miles of her home, and while she and her neighbors were spared damage, nearby
Pembroke and Ellabell were two of the hardest-hit areas in South Georgia
Dozens of homes were destroyed, trees were snapped like toothpicks, and mobile homes were tossed like toys,
she said
“Where this tornado touched down was catastrophic damage.”
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Disaster Response: Responding to the April 5 Stor
The South Georgia Conference of The United Methodist Church is immediately responding to Tuesday's
destructive storms that crossed our state. Our district disaster response coordinators are out doing assessments today.
More information will be forthcoming. Rev. David Thompson, Coastal District DS, Kelly Crane, Coastal District Disaster
Response Coordinator, and Rev. Shannon Baxter, Conference UMVIM Coordinator, are in conversations with area
agencies and area churches about a coordinated response following the tornado that hit the Bryan County area in the
Coastal District. We are thankful for the churches in the area who are already meeting needs and providing support
Please see a message from Luis Morales about how you can respond now - through a monetary donation or
putting together an ERT team. We will also be monitoring additional storms coming through our area today
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sexual EthicsWorkshop Deadline Extension

THE SOUTH GEORGIA
CONFERENC
THE UNITED METHODIST CHURC

As we wish Rev. Deborah Wight-Knight well on her Medical Leave, we realize that
the Sexual Ethics Workshops set for February and April 2022 will not be held. To
accommodate this change, the Cabinet and the Bishop will extend the deadline by one
year for all clergy mandated to attend future workshops. For example, if you were
originally due for a workshop during the 2021-2022 conference year and did not attend
the workshop last September, you will now have an additional year to complete this
requirement. In the meantime, we will make plans for future Sexual Ethics training.
Resolution #2044 in The United Methodist Book of Resolutions calls for annual
conference boards of ordained ministry to provide the much needed training in this
area for those employed in ministerial leadership. Our Conference Board of Ordained
Ministry will be taking the lead in designing how we deliver Sexual Ethics Training
going forward.

__________________________________________________________________________

⛱ 🛶 ⛱ Registration For Summer Camps Now Open
Camp Connect, the camping ministry of the South Georgia Conference, is headed home to Epworth By The Sea
for the 2022 summer camping season! Weekly camp dates for high school, middle school and elementary
students, along with registration information, can be found at www.campconnectumc.org
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__________________________________________________________________________

District Celebrations and Concern
Please see below a note from Bishop James King regarding the Celebration of Life for Mrs. Rose
Dear Beautiful South Georgia Family,
Margaret “Rose” King, died Wednesday, April 27, 2022. A memorial service will be held on Friday, May 6,
2022 at St. Luke United Methodist Church in Columbus GA. Family visitation will be at 12:00 noon and a
memorial service will be at 1:00 p.m.
The service will be live streamed: https://saintlukecolumbus.org/services
In lieu of owers, kindly donate to:
Robert and Ruby King Scholarshi
BSF Internationa
Pleasant Grove UM
Global Headquarter
PO Box 963.
19001 Huebner Roa
Ashland, AL 36251
San Antonio, TX USA
Please keep Bishop King and family in your prayers
Please keep in your prayers the family of Mrs. Pauline O’dell Aycock, widow of Rev. James David Aycock
(Retired), passed away on April 22, 2022. The funeral was held on April 27, 2022. Click here to read the
obituary.
Congratulations to Rev. R. T. and Haley Beverly (Plains/Preston Charge) on the birth of their daughter,
Rosemary Adelaide Beverly, born Sunday, April 10, 2022. Big brother is Atlas
Congratulations to Rev. Jason and Ashley Owens (Concord UMC) on the birth of their son,
Joey Archer Owens, born April 25, 2022, weighing in at 7 lbs. 6 oz. Big sisters are Addisyn and Lil y; big
brothers are Hunter, Woodson.

__________________________________________________________
UMCOR Collaborating To Relieve Suffering Of Ukrainians
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(Global Ministries) The United Methodist Committee on
Relief along with Ohio Health and a Texas-based
humanitarian organization focused on Ukraine are
collaborating to send 47,895 pounds of medical supplies
and equipment worth $935,000 to three hospitals in Kyiv,
Ukraine. The first two of three shipments have been
delivered. "UMCOR is pleased to facilitate both the
procurement and the transportation of essential medical
supplies to war-torn Ukraine," said Roland Fernandes, top
staff executive of UMCOR and its parent organization,
Global Ministries. "We multiply our own efforts and the
generosity of our contributors when we engage in creative service partnerships." Read press release

Living Life to the Fullest:
An Older Adult Retreat
May 16-19, 2022
St. Simons Island, GA

Guest Speaker:
Missy Buchanan
a popular author/writer
and speaker on topics of
aging and faith.

Entertainment:
Andy Offutt Irwin
One of the most sought
after performing
storytellers in the
United States.
Workshops:
• Financial Planning
• Living Their Legacy
• Missy Buchanan
• Life Planning
• Magnolia Manor

Explore the Golden Isles
during your afternoon free time!
Optional Excursions included in Registration Fee:
• Dolphin Boat Tour
• Moore Methodist Museum Tour
• St. Simons Island Trolley Tour
• AIM Exercise Class
• Shrimp Boat Tour (Wednesday only)
Additional activities to explore on your own:
• Tour the island at your leisure
• Walk on the beach
• Bike Riding
• Shopping in the St. Simons Pier Village
• St. Simons Lighthouse
• Fort Frederica
• Georgia Sea Turtle Center on Jekyll Island
• Rest and Relax in your room
• Walk the beautiful campus of Epworth by the Sea

Register today: www.EpworthByTheSea.org/events
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New Name, Same Mission
For 153 years, women united by their shared love of Christ and desire to serve
women, children, and youth have put their faith into action
Over the years, what was rst known as the Methodist Woman’s Foreign
Missionary Society became known as the Woman’s Society of Christian Service
and then eventually United Methodist Women. Today, the organization has
rebranded itself again, this time to “United Women in Faith.
The new name, which was ve years in the making, better re ects how the organization answers its
calling to faith and action today, said Tara Jones, president of South Georgia’s United Women in Faith
“It’s a more apt description of who we really are.
The main goals with the name change, according to an article by UM News that quoted United Women
in Faith executives Harriett Jane Olson and Sally Vonner, are to be more inclusive and to sustain and grow the
organization for the next generation
“This helps show that we’re relevant to so many women,” Jones said. “We’ve always welcomed women
of other denominations into our organization. In my own local unit, we’ve had several Baptist members, and
this really does make it more inclusive and draws that circle wider and better tells our story.
The process of renaming the faith organization came after several years of self-examination and research,
including surveys, focus groups, and a communication audit. Nothing was done in a vacuum, Jones said, and the
name was voted on by the organization’s board of directors
She hopes South Georgia women will embrace the new name, celebrate it, and nd it welcoming to all
“I’m hoping we will all learn to live into it, accept it, and use it as a tool to attract women of all ages, especially
younger women.
South Georgia’s United Women of Faith will continue serving women, children, and youth in their local
communities and around the world, Jones said. They’ll continue to develop church leaders, study issues through
the reading program and mission studies, and participate in global ministries of the church. They’ll still support
missionaries and the mission agencies – Vashti, Open Door Community House, and Wesley Community
Centers
Jones is excited about the new name and the opportunities it will bring for mission and ministry
“Our mission remains the same,” she said. “Our mission has not changed.”
______________________________________________________________________________________________

May 8, 2022
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_______________________________________________________

Georgia United Methodist Foundation
Georgia United Methodist Foundation News
For more information: GUMF, 770-4496726, 877-220-5663

_________________________________________________________________________________________

South Georgia Conference Of ces
The Episcopal, Administrative Services, Ministerial Services and OCM of ces
P.O.Box 7227
Macon, GA 31209-7227
________________________________________________________________________________________

The Northwest District
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Steve Patton, District Superintendent
steve@sgaumc.com
706-561-4541
233 - 12th Street, Suite 816
Columbus, GA 31901
Of ce Hours: Monday-Thursday 9:00 am.-2:00 p

